










for expenses that we deem to be necessary not only for the court, but for the justice 

system. 

The dissent concludes that we lack authority to act on either of these petitions, but 

does not assert that we acted beyond our authority when we imposed such fees in the 

past. We see no reason to retreat from our prior actions, and thus, having concluded that 

we can impose additional fees, we now focus our attention on the question of whether we 

should take that action. 

With regard to both the civil legal services fee and the public defender fee, for 

reasons similar to those articulated by the Wisconsin Supreme Court, the present 

circumstances warrant granting the petitions. No one quarrels with the notion that civil 

legal services and the public defender system are dramatically underfbnded, and that as a 

result, our court system as a whole is suffering. With the support of the Minnesota State 

Bar Association, we now turn to the practicing bar in this time of need. 


































