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IN SUPREME COURT

ADM08-8004



ORDER ESTABLISHING COMMENT PERIOD ON 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CANONS 3 AND 4 OF 
THE CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

	The 2013 Legislature amended provisions of Minn. Stat. ch. 10A (2012), to alter or change the public reporting and campaign obligations for members of the judiciary under the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure laws.  Act of May 24, 2013, ch. 138, 2013 Minn. Laws 2353.  The legislative amendments are effective for members of the judiciary upon enactment or for those “elected or appointed to terms of office commencing on or after” January 1, 2014.  Act of May 24, 2013, ch. 138, art. 2, § 7, 2013 Minn. Laws at 2375, 2378.  
	The attached amendments to the Minnesota Code of Judicial Conduct are proposed to align Canons 3 and 4 of the Code with the statutory requirements imposed by chapter 10A as amended.  We invite comment on these proposed Code amendments, including comments on the need to retain either Rule 3.15 or Rule 4.4 of the Code.  Because of the effective date for the legislative amendments, any amendments to the Minnesota Code of Judicial Conduct will be promulgated on an accelerated schedule.  
	IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that any individual wishing to provide a written statement in support of or opposition to the amendments proposed to the Minnesota Code of Judicial Conduct shall submit ten copies of such statement addressed to AnnMarie O’Neill, Clerk of the Appellate Courts, 305 Judicial Center, 25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., St. Paul, Minnesota 55155, on or before November 30, 2013.

	Dated:	  October 23, 2013

							BY THE COURT:


							    /s/                                                       

							Lorie S. Gildea
							Chief Justice	
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CANONS 3 AND 4
OF THE CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT
(deletions indicated by strikethrough; additions indicated by underline)


CANON 3

A judge shall conduct the judge’s personal and extrajudicial activities to minimize the risk of conflict with the obligations of judicial office.  
* * * *
RULE 3.15	Reporting Requirements 

(A)	In addition to any other reporting required by law, a A judge shall publicly report, in the manner and time directed by this Rule, the source and amount or value of: 

(1)	compensation received for extrajudicial activities as permitted by Rule 3.12; and
	
(2)	gifts and other things of value for which reporting is required by Rule 3.13(C). 

(B)	When public reporting is required by paragraph (A), a judge shall report the date, place, and nature of the activity for which the judge received any compensation; and the description of any gift, loan, bequest, benefit, or other thing of value accepted. 

(C)	The public report required by paragraph (A) shall be made annually.

(D)	Reports made in compliance with this Rule shall be filed annually on or before the first day of May as public documents in the office of the State Court Administrator.

(E)	Income from investments, including real or personal property, pension plans, deferred compensation plans, and other lawful sources where the judge does not render current or future service in exchange for the income is not extra-judicial compensation to the judge for purposes of the reporting required by this Rule.

CANON 4

A judge or candidate for judicial office shall not engage in political or campaign activity that is inconsistent with the independence, integrity, or impartiality of the judiciary.

* * * *


RULE 4.4	Campaign Committees

* * * *

(B)	A judicial candidate subject to public election shall direct his or her campaign committee:

(1)	to solicit and accept only campaign contributions in an amount allowed by law not to exceed, in the aggregate, $2,000 from any individual, entity, or organization in an election year and $500 in a non-election year;

(2)	to comply with all applicable statutory requirements for reporting, disclosure, and divestiture of campaign contributions; and

(3)	not to disclose to the candidate the identity of campaign contributors  nor to disclose to the candidate the identity of those who were solicited for contribution and refused such solicitation.  The candidate may be advised of aggregate contribution information in a manner that does not reveal the source(s) of the contributions.

* * * *
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