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The Minnesota State Court Administrator’s Office convened a group of experts in evaluation and drug court 
operations in 2006.  The Committee reviews and assists design evaluation plans for evaluating the 
implementation, impact, and efficiency of Minnesota’s specialty courts. The group played a significant role in 
defining and implementing the evaluation plan of the Minnesota Statewide Drug Court Evaluation completed 
in May 2012.  
 
Below is a list of the members, their contact information, and their experience related to drug courts. 
 
 
Chris Bray Ph.D., L.P. (Served until mid-2008) 
Minnesota Department of Corrections 
Director of Juvenile Services 
1450 Energy Park Drive, Suite 200 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
651-361-7104 
cbray@co.doc.state.mn.us 
 
As the Director of the Juvenile Division for Ramsey County Community Corrections in 2000, Chris was involved in 
planning and implementing a juvenile drug court.  Since 2003 she has represented the Minnesota Department of 
Corrections (DOC), Office of the Commissioner in the Drug Court Initiative from the time it first began as the State 
Planning Group under the leadership of Honorable Joanne Smith.  She continues to represent the DOC on the Drug 
Court Advisory and the Drug Court Evaluation Committees. 
 

Danette Buskovick 
Director, Statistical Analysis Center 
Dept of Public Safety, Office of Justice Programs 
444 Cedar Street, Suite 100 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
651-201-7309 
Danette.Buskovick@state.mn.us 
  
Danette Buskovick provides evaluation support to the Office of Justice Program’s drug court grant manager 
through recidivism data, stakeholder surveys, and quarterly report analysis.  

 
Anne Caron 
Principal Research Associate 
Fourth Judicial District 
C-11 Government Center 
300 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55487-0421 
612-348-2811 
anne.caron@courts.state.mn.us 
 
Anne is the evaluator for Hennepin County drug courts and is employed by the Minnesota Judicial Branch. 

 
Hal Campbell 
Evaluation Coordinator 
Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety 
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444 Cedar St., Suite 150 
St. Paul, MN 55101-5150 
(651) 201-7078 
 

Hal is the evaluation coordinator for the Office of Traffic Safety and is the program manager for the 
Minnesota DWI Court Evaluation. 
 
Deb Dailey 
Manager of Research and Evaluation 
Court Services Division 
State Court Administrator's Office 
105 Minnesota Judicial Center 
25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
651-284-4024 Fax 651-296-6609  
 
Deb Dailey is the Manager of the Research and Evaluation Unit in the State Court Administration Office and has 
been involved in Drug Court evaluation efforts for over seven years.   

 
Grant Duwe, Ph.D. 
Manager, Research and Evaluation 
Minnesota Department of Corrections 
1450 Energy Park Drive, Suite 200 
St. Paul, MN 55108-5219 
651-361-7377 Fax: 651-642-0223 
 
Grant joined the committee in early 2008 and previously participated on the "liaison committee" for the evaluation 
conducted by NPC Research. 

 
James M. Eberspacher 
Court Operations Analyst- Chemical Health 
Minnesota Judicial Branch 
State Court Administrator's Office 
Court Services Division 
25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd, Suite 105 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
651-297-7607 Fax: 651-296-6609 
Jim.Eberspacher@courts.state.mn.us 
 
In 2004, Jim began serving as the Coordinator for the Koochiching County DUI/Substance Abuse Court. Over the 
next two years, his role extended to the Lake of the Woods DWI Court and a planning Family Dependency 
Treatment Court in Koochiching County. Jim accepted a position as drug court staff with the State Court 
Administrator’s Office in December 2007. He has been involved on the Statewide Evaluation Committee since its 
inception.  

 
Deborah A. Eckberg, Ph.D. (Former Member) 
Principal Research Associate 
Fourth Judicial District 
C-11 Government Center 
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300 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55487-0421 
612-348-2811 
deborah.eckberg@courts.state.mn.us 
 
Deb is the evaluator for both the Fourth Judicial District’s DWI Court and the Model Drug Court. She has been part 
of the DWI court team since the beginning, and attended NDCI training in Tulsa, OK in August 2006.  

 
Rebecca Ericson, Ph.D. 
Ericson Associates 
637 Schifsky Road 
Shoreview, MN 55126 
651-765-8056 
ericson1953@msn.com 
  
Evaluator for Chicago County Juvenile Substance Abuse Court (since 2005).  Evaluator for Hennepin County Adult 
Drug Court (completed 1999).  Consultant to State Court Administrator's Office (gather evaluation information 
from individual Minnesota Drug Courts, conduct literature review, and works on measures related to statewide 
evaluation) (2007). 

 
Dan Griffin (Served Until January 2010) 
Court Operations Analyst- Chemical Health  
Minnesota Judicial Branch 
State Court Administrator's Office 
Court Services Division 
25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd, Suite 105  
St. Paul, MN  55155 
651-215-9468 Fax: 651-296-6609 
dan.griffin@courts.state.mn.us  
 
Dan served as drug court staff for the State Court Administrators Office for over six years. He worked closely with 
the local drug courts and key policy makers in partnership with other key state agencies, the Office of Justice 
Programs and the Office of Traffic Safety, to help grow the Drug Court Initiative to a statewide program and key 
strategic priority of the judicial branch.  

Kristin Lail 
Minnesota Department of Public Safety 
Office of Justice Programs 
444 Cedar Street, #100 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
651-201-7322 
Kristin.Lail@state.mn.us 
http://www.ojp.state.mn.us 

Kristin Lail is a Grant Manager for the Office of Justice Programs (OJP).  Since 2001, she has administered Federal 
Byrne and JAG funding to support drug courts in Minnesota.  In 2008, OJP is funding training, technical assistance 
and grant funding for Family Dependency Treatment Courts (FDTCs).  OJP funded a drug court evaluation project 
with Wilder Research in 2004-2005 and now contributes to the State Drug Court Evaluation Committee. 
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James A. McRae, Jr., Ph.D. 
Research Scientist 
Performance Measurement and Quality Improvement 
Minnesota Department of Human Services 
540 Cedar St. 
P.O. Box 64986 
St. Paul, MN 55164-0986 
651-431-2627 Fax: 651-431-7422  
james.mcrae@state.mn.us 

Jim works in the Chemical Health Division of the Department of Human Services and evaluates outcomes of 
treatment for chemical dependency. 

Kelly Mitchell 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines Commission 
309 Administration Building 
50 Sherburne Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
(651) 757-1722 
(651) 297-5757 (fax) 
 
Kelly Mitchell is Executive Director of the Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines Commission.  From 2007-2011, she 
was Manager of the Programs and Ancillary Services Unit in the State Court Administrator’s Office, which provided 
oversight and direction for the statewide drug court initiative.  

 
Pam Norenberg 
District Drug Court Coordinator 
9th Judicial District  
616 America Ave NW, Ste #250 
Bemidji, MN  56601 
218-759-4368 Fax: 218-755-4502 
pam.norenberg@courts.state.mn.us 
 
Pam’s involvement with drug courts is mainly coordinating the planning and implementation process as well as 
overseeing operational programs.  She coordinates the Beltrami County DWI Court and provides technical 
assistance and district-level coordination to eight other drug/DWI courts in the 9th Judicial District.   

 
Jill Payne 
Senior Research Analyst 
Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines Commission 
309 Administration Building 
50 Sherburne Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Jill Payne works as a senior research analyst for the Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines Commission and has served 
on the State Drug Court Evaluation Committee since 2007. 

 
Jean Ryan 

mailto:james.mcrae@state.mn.us
mailto:pam.norenberg@courts.state.mn.us


MINNESOTA STATEWIDE DRUG COURT EVALUATION COMMITTEE  
MEMBER DIRECTORY 

  Updated June 2012          Page 5 of 6 
 

Department of Public Safety 
Office of Traffic Safety 
Town Square 
444 Cedar Street, Suite 150 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
651-201-7074 
Jean.m.ryan@state.mn.us  
 
Jean Ryan works for the Department of Public Safety – Office of Traffic Safety, which has funded, through various 
grants, many of the DWI courts in Minnesota. 

 
Katie Schurrer 
Research Analyst 
Research and Evaluation Unit 
State Court Administrator's Office 
25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd, Suite 105 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
P:651-205-4439 
Email: katie.schurrer@courts.state.mn.us  
 
Katie works for the State Court Administrator’s Office in the Research and Evaluation unit, and has been a member 
of the Statewide Evaluation Committee since its inception. Katie is the project lead for the Minnesota Statewide 
Drug Court Evaluation and the SCAO point of contact for drug court information. 

 
Sarah G. Welter 
Research Analyst 
Research and Evaluation Unit 
State Court Administrator's Office  
Suite 105, Minnesota Judicial Center 
25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN  55155 
651-215-0338 Fax: 651.296.6609 
sarah.welter@courts.state.mn.us  
 
Since 2002, Sarah has been involved with the evaluation of drug courts initially in collaboration with the Office of 
Justice Programs and more recently through efforts led by State Court Administration.  Sarah has also participated 
in the planning of a statewide MIS for drug courts.  Her previous experience includes evaluation of the Hennepin 
County Drug Court (1999). 

Dianne C. Wilson 
Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Consultant 
Department of Human Services-Chemical Health Division 
P.O. Box 64977 
Saint Paul, MN 55164-0977 
Dianne.C.Wilson@state.mn.us 
  
Dianne provided information for the Drug Court Tracking sheet on DHS-Chemical Health rule changes and 
terminology. 
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Keri Zehm, Ph.D. 
Research Analyst 
Second Judicial District 
1700 Ramsey County Courthouse  
15 W. Kellogg Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-266-8279 Fax: 651-266-8278 
keri.zehm@courts.state.mn.us 
 
Keri is the evaluator for the Ramsey County Problem-Solving Courts (Adult, Juvenile, DWI, and Mental Health 
Court). She has also worked with SCAO on statewide evaluation projects. 
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