
 

 
 

2015 Minnesota Drug Court Conference 
Preliminary Agenda – Updated May 18, 2015 

 
 
 
Tuesday, June 2 
 
1:00 – 1:30 pm   Welcome/Keynote 
    
   
1:30 – 3:00 pm   Plenary -  Current Research in Drug Courts 
   Dr. Doug Marlowe, National Association of Drug Court Professionals 
   
 
3:00 – 3:15 pm    Break 
 
 
3:15 – 4:30 pm    Plenary – Current Research in Drug Courts Continued  
   Dr. Doug Marlowe, National Association of Drug Court Professionals 
   
4:30– 5:00 pm    Wrap Up and Questions  
   Dr. Doug Marlowe, National Association of Drug Court Professionals 
 
 
Wednesday, June 3 
 
8:00 – 8:15   Welcome/Housekeeping 
 
8:15 – 9:30    Current Trends in Drug Abuse: Minnesota and Nationally – Plenary Session 
   Carol Falkowski, Drug Abuse Dialogues   
 
9:30 – 9:45     Break 
 
9:45 – 11:00   Peer Review – Plenary Session 
   Dr. Shannon Carey, Ph.D. 
   Senior Research Associate 
   NPC Research 
 
11:00 – 12:15   Assessing and Addressing Family Needs in Adult Drug Court – Plenary 

Session  
   Jane Pfeifer, MPA 
   Children and Family Futures 
    
12:15 – 1:15   Lunch 
 
1:15 – 2:30    Breakout Sessions 
 



 

A. Substance Use Disorders and Mental Health and Cognitive Challenges 
    Rick Krueger, MA, LPC, LADC 
    Clinical Services Manager, Vinland National Center 
 

B. Motivational Interviewing 
Elizabeth Miller, Probation Officer & Motivational Interviewing Trainer 
Hennepin County Department of Community Corrections  

 
C. Implementing Best Practice:  A Look at FDC Guidelines  

Jane Pfeifer, MPA 
Children and Family Futures  
 

2:30 – 2:45    Break 
 
2:45 – 4:00   Breakout Sessions 
 

A. Medication Assisted Treatment 
Charles Hilger 
Executive Director, Valhalla Place, Inc.   

 
B. Ignition Interlock 

Heather Kussatz 
Probation Agent, St. Louis County Department of Community Corrections 
 
Jody Oscarson 
Distracted Driving Coordinator, Office of Traffic Safety, Minnesota 
Department of Public Safety 
 
Miranda Rosa 
Coordinator, LeSueur County Drug Court  
 

D. Implementing Best Practice:  A Look at FDC Guidelines - Continued 
Jane Pfeifer, MPA 
Children and Family Futures 

 
4:15 – 5:00    Breakout by Role 
 
 
Thursday June 4th  
 
8:00 – 8:15   Welcome/Housekeeping 
 
8:15 – 9:30    Performance Measures – Plenary Session 
   Dr. Fred Cheesman II, Ph.D. 
   Principal Court Research Consultant 
   National Center for State Courts 
    
9:30 – 9:45     Break 
 
9:45 – 11:00   Breakout Sessions 
 

A. Peer Support - Panel 
Ralph Campbell 
Hennepin County DWI Court Volunteer 
 



 

TBA 
 

B. Evaluation - Panel 
Dr. William Wagner, Ph.D. 
Professor of Sociology and Corrections, Department of Sociology and 
Corrections 
Minnesota State University, Mankato  
 
Tracy Loynachan, M.A. 
Research Analyst II, Research Division 
Minnesota Judicial Branch Fourth Judicial District 
 
Dr. Matthew Johnson, Ph.D. 
Research Analyst II, Research Division 
Minnesota Judicial Branch Fourth Judicial District 
 

C. Use of Prescription Medication in Drug Courts 
Dr. Shane Wernsing 

 
D. National Perspectives – How Family Drug Courts are Changing the Futures 

of Children and Families 
Jane Pfeifer, MPA 
Children and Family Futures 

 
11:00 – 12:15   Compassion Fatigue – Plenary Session  
   Deena McMahon, MSW, LICSW 
   McMahon Counseling & Consultation, LLC 
 
12:15 – 12:30   Closing Remarks 


