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Court Interpreter Intensive Certification Exam Preparation Program for
 SELECTED SOMALI & HMONG INTERPRETERS 

Program Overview
Minnesota Judicial Branch (MJB) Court Interpreter Program has collaborated with the University of Minnesota’s Program for Translation and Interpreting to develop a program designed to prepare selected experienced Somali and Hmong court interpreters on the Minnesota Court Interpreter Roster with the necessary critical foundational and specialized knowledge and skills to pass the court interpreter Somali and Hmong certification exam.  
A limited number of highly skilled experienced Somali and Hmong interpreters will be selected through an application and interview process to participate in this Intensive Certification Exam Preparation Program.   You will find the form on the Spoken Language Certification webpage.   The completed Application forms must be received by the Court Interpreter Program at the Minnesota Judicial Center in St. Paul by Thursday, June 16, 2011.  Applications received after this date will not be considered. Interpreters who apply will be notified whether or not they are selected for an interview.  
This program is being offered to selected Somali and Hmong interpreters because the Minnesota Judicial Branch has a particular need for additional certified Hmong and Somali interpreters. 
Program Components

The MJB Court Interpreter Intensive Certification Exam Preparation Program is a twelve-week program that is organized into the following three major components:

1. In-person training: Critical interpreting knowledge and skills training provided by seasoned faculty.

2. Mentoring session: In-depth, real life interpreting guided by Hmong and Somali mentors by courtroom shadowing and other practice sessions.

3. Mock certification exam: Full-length practice certification exam to help minimize test anxiety issues.

Program Costs

Selected participants will be required to pay a $400 fee by July 18, 2011 to participate in the Court Interpreter Intensive Certification Exam Preparation Program.  

However, participants who successfully complete this twelve-week course will not be charged the $375 fee to take the certification exam.  Participants who are unable to complete the twelve week program will be charged a separate $375 certification exam fee. 



Program Overview
Program Structure and Credit Hours: 
	Course
	Format
	Credit Hrs
	Date

	Overview of the Program
	In-person meeting
	1 hour
	9/10/2011

	Role of the Interpreter, Standard of Practice
	In-person training
	5 hours
	9/10/2011

	Ethics and Ethical Decision Making in Legal Setting
	In-person training
	5 hours
	9/17/2011

	Glossary Building
	In-person training
	3 hours
	9/24/2011

	Building Note-taking Skills
	In-person training
	3 hours
	10/1/2011

	Listening Comprehension Training
	In-person training
	3 hours
	10/8/2011

	*Mentoring Session 1 
	Shadowing in Courtroom; Practicing in small groups
	2 hours per group
	10/10-21, 2011

	Skill Building in Simultaneous and Consecutive Interpreting
	In-person training
	6 hours
	10/22/2011

	*Mentoring Session 2 
	Shadowing in Courtroom; Practicing in small groups
	2 hours per group
	10/24-11/5, 2011

	Skill Building in Simultaneous and Consecutive Interpreting 
	In-person training
	6 hours
	11/12/2011

	*Mentoring Session 3
	Shadowing in Courtroom; Practicing in small groups
	2 hours per group
	11/14-23, 2011

	Sight Translation
	In-person training
	6 hours
	12/3/2011

	*Mentoring Session 4 
	Shadowing in Courtroom; Practicing in small groups
	2 hours  per group
	12/5-16, 2011

	Self Study
	
	
	Last 2 weeks in 12/2011

	Mock Certification Exam
	In-person 
	4 hours
	January 2012

	Review the Exam Results with Mentors
	In-person
	1 hour
	January 2012


Total Credit Hours:					                                	   51 hours plus			
Participant Requirements
If you are not able to commit the time required by this program, please be considerate of other Hmong and Somali interpreters and do not apply at this time.
· Attend weekly 2-hour in-person sessions scheduled over the course of 12 weeks on Saturdays at the William Mitchell Law School in St. Paul, MN.  

· Attend 2 hour mentoring sessions as scheduled by mentors outside of classroom setting.  (Format and schedule will be determined by the mutual agreement with mentors and participants.) 

· Engage in additional hours of self study each week.  
· Participate in practice mock exam after the course is completed.
· Take the Somali or Hmong certification exam in February.
To successfully complete the program, participants cannot be absent for more than two of the sessions listed above. If a participant is more than 30 minutes late or needs to leave more than 30 minutes early during a session, the participant will be considered absent for that session.  
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