OFFICE OF THE RAMSEY COUNTY ATTORNEY
John 1. Choi, County Attorney

50 West [Kellogg Boulevard, Suite 560 + St. Paul, Minnesota 55102-1556
Telephone (651) 266-3222 « Fax (651) 2066-3032

Civil Division

Fuly 5, 2011

To: Special Master Kathleen Blatz, Second Judicial District

From: Victoria Reinhardt, Commissioner on behalf of Ramsey County Board of
Commissioners

C: County Manager Julie Kleinschmidt; Deputy County Manager Heather
Worthington; County Attorney John J. Choi

Re: Continued Funding Requests before the Special Master

Attached please lind Ramsey County’s request for determination of critical or essential services and
funding. We have prepared this report in coordination with our county departments, and based it on
a thorough legal review of Judge Kathleen Gearin’s ruling in Ramsey County District Court.

We believe Judge Gearin has ruled on most of these matters. However, we are seeking clarification
on a number of issues where we have received contradictory direction from state agencies, or where
the agency interpretation differs from the Judge’s ruling.

Ramsey County’s requests are being split into two sections based on the issues raised:
1. Public Works and Human Services:
Public Works and Human Services include funds that are primarily federal, but include
some state funding. For Public Works, all of the state funding has been previously
appropriated or is a continuing appropriation based on ongoing formulas. For Human
Services, these are critical services that are funded by programs that were authorized by
Judge Gearin, but Dept. of Human Services has not agreed 1o fund the sub-programs.

Importantly, a more immediate need for Public Works is MaDOT s impticd revocation of
access o state highway Right-of-Way. While no MnDOT staff or funding is required for

Ramsey County to continue construction in its ROW, and we have agreements granting us
access, MnDOT has threatened action if the County were 1o trespass,

Please note, we have split the Human Services issue into two arcas - Emergency Services
and Child Care Licensing Actions.  Emergency Services will only be briefly discussed, as it
was also covered adequately during the SMRLS hearing on July 1, 2011,

2

Corrections and Public Health:

The Corrections Public Health services are mandated state programs that involve public
security, safety and health. Similar state programs were authorized as programs of the state,
but the funding for county level programs has not been recognized by the State.
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