STATE OF MINNESOTA




SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY NO. 6.9
OUTSTANDING WARRANTS

To prevent the unnecessary accumulation of a backlog of stale warrants, and to help establish and maintain timely case processing standards, the Seventh Judicial District wishes to limit the length of time warrants remain outstanding in misdemeanor, juvenile files and civil contempt matters.


Accordingly, and except as specified below, warrants issued in misdemeanor files in the District shall be recalled by (returned to) the Court Administrator’s Office one year after issuance, and warrants thus recalled or returned shall then be vacated and canceled, unless a Judge of the District specifically directs that a particular warrant remain in effect for a longer period of time.


Juvenile warrants shall be recalled by (returned to) the Court Administrator’s Office when the juvenile reaches the age of nineteen, unless a Judge of the District otherwise specifically directs that a particular warrant remain in effect for a longer period of time.


Warrants issued in files alleging or involving misdemeanor violations of the State’s DUI statute (Minn. Stat. § 169.121, subd. 1) or the State’s 5th degree assault statute (Minn. Stat. § 609.224, subd. 1), and all warrants issued for civil contempt of court, shall remain in effect for two years, and then be recalled by (returned to) the Court Administrator’s Office for cancellation, unless a Judge of the District otherwise specifically directs that a particular warrant remain in effect for a longer period of time.


At the time that warrants are recalled or returned in accordance with this Policy, Court Administration staff shall determine whether the defendant ever appeared in court, ever posted bail, or breached any condition of release that had been set, and appropriate action shall be taken.


For warrants issued in files governed by Minn. Stat. § 171.01, subd. 13, the “appropriate action” to be taken shall include certification of a conviction and forfeiture of bail, if any was posted.  In files where a conviction cannot be entered, bail or bond, if posted, shall be forfeited, the Court Administrator should close the file, and administratively report the case disposition as “Closed.”
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