Request for Proposals 

to Provide Parents Forever Programs in Cass and/or Itasca Counties

 for Parties to a Dissolution 
The State of Minnesota, Ninth Judicial District, is soliciting proposals from an individual or organization willing and able to implement one or more parent education programs for the purpose of educating parents about the impact divorce, the restructuring of families, and judicial proceedings have upon children and families, methods of preventing parenting time conflicts and dispute resolution options.  Programs will be offered in Cass County and in Itasca County. Proposals may seek to provide the Parents Forever program in either or both counties. If the proposal seeks to provide service in both counties, the plan and costs for each county should be separately identified. The program will receive referrals from the State District Court in Cass County and/or Itasca County who are participants in marriage dissolution cases.  
The volume of participants in Cass County during the past two years has been:
July 2007 – June 2008                   16 participants

July 2008 – June 2009                   25 participants

The volume of participants in Itasca County during the past two years has been:

July 2007 – June 2008                   254 participants

July 2008 – June 2009                   203 participants

 The Ninth District anticipates entering into a contract with a program provider for each county whose proposal best addresses the requirements below. The proposed services will begin as soon after July 1, 2009 as a contract can be concluded and end June 30, 2011.
Duties.  Contractor, who is not a State employee, must provide the following:

A. Education about positive communication techniques, the impact that divorce, the restructuring of families, and the judicial proceedings have on children and families, methods for preventing visitation conflicts, and dispute resolution options.

B. The program curriculum must include the topics required by the Supreme Court and must meet  the minimum standards for implementation and administration of parental education programs, including standards relating to participant safety, fees, availability of child care during the program, curriculum, instructor training and experience, language and cultural needs of the participants.

C. The program shall set participant fees as low as possible to enable full and active parental participation.

D. The program shall track and report to the court participant attendance.

E. The program instructors and providers who offer private mediation or other services agree not to solicit program participants as clients.

F. The program shall make the logistical arrangements for the sessions, including space, building access, curriculum materials or classroom audio/visual requirements.

G. The program will schedule sessions with regularity throughout the year to facilitate participation.

The cost of administering the program will be funded in combination by the court and by fees collected from the participants.

A written proposal should:
-identify the ability of the individual or organization to perform the service

-list the qualifications of the individual or organization that enable them to instruct and administer this course
-include a proposed schedule for offering the program to parents in dissolution cases

-include a proposed annual budget for offering this parent education program to those referred by the court
-include the fees the program proposes to charge the participant and provide an estimate of the  annual fee revenue that will be available to meet the program costs 
Proposals will be evaluated based on the qualifications of the provider, the ability to provide the program on a convenient schedule to participants at a reasonable fee, and the cost to the court in underwriting the program.
All questions about the request for proposal should be addressed in writing to Nancy Winger at the address below.  The written proposal should be received no later than August 15, 2009 and sent to: 
Nancy Winger

Assistant District Administrator

Ninth Judicial District

616 America Ave, Ste 250

Bemidji, MN  56601

218-759-4363
The State of Minnesota, Ninth Judicial District, is not obligated to respond to any proposal submitted nor is it legally bound in any manner whatsoever by the submission of a proposal. The State reserves the right to cancel or withdraw the request for proposals at any time if it is considered to be in its best interest.  In the event the request for proposals is cancelled or withdrawn for any reason, the State shall have no liability to any proposer for any costs or expenses incurred in connection with this request for proposals or otherwise.  The State also reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, or parts of proposals, to waive any informalities therein, and to extend proposal due dates.

