
CJI Staff are pleased to publish this first newsletter.  Future newsletters will be  
periodically distributed to CJI team members and posted on the CJI website  
under News.  You are encouraged to share the newsletters with your colleagues.  
We welcome your suggestions for future topics and seek your input regarding 
creative CJI team activities/programs, articles, and training announcements. 

Trainings &  
Conferences 

 

Nov. 2007 - Child Abuse and Cul-
tural Issues presentation spon-
sored by U of M (ITV) 
 

Nov. 2007 - Family Group Decision 
Making Fall Workshop sponsored 
by DHS (St. Cloud) 
 

April 2008 - 26th Annual 
"Protecting Our Children" National 
American Indian Conference on 
Child Abuse and Neglect 
(Minneapolis)  
 

May 2007 (Materials) 
CJI Connections Matter 
 

February 2007 (Materials) 
CJI Brain Chemistry of  
Addition 

CJI Staff Contact Info 
 
Judy Nord 
Staff Attorney/CJI Manager 
Judy.Nord@courts.state.mn.us 
 
Ann Ahlstrom 
Staff Attorney/CJI Manager 
Ann.Ahlstrom@courts.state.mn.us 
 
Carole Johnson  
CJI-AOD Project Lead 
Carole.Johnson@courts.state.mn.us 
 
CJI Website 
http://www.mncourts.gov/?page=148 

Articles 
 

"Fathers to the Forefront:  Increasing Healthy Father Involvement with Children, 
Families, and Communities"  
 

This action plan seeks to engage all fathers, especially fathers who are facing 
multiple barriers so that they may become healthy assets for the development of 
their children, their families, and their communities.  

Practice and Policy Briefs 
 

Judges Juvenile Protection Benchbook 
 

Consistent with federal and state statutes, rules, case law, and best practices, 
the Benchbook specifies the necessary elements of a fair, thorough, and timely 
court process at each stage of a child protection proceeding. The Benchbook is 
accessible to all child protection system stakeholders to aid in compliance with 
federal and state laws and to better serve children and families involved in child 
protection court cases. 
 

Visitation with Infants and Toddlers: What Judges and Attorneys Need to Know 
 

To promote attachment and strengthen the parent-child relationship, very young 
children in foster care need frequent and consistent contact with their parents.  
This practice and policy brief recommends factors to consider when establishing 
the frequency, duration and type of visitation. 
 

Minnesota Child Maltreatment Screening Guidelines 
 

The Guidelines are intended to improve best practice and consistency of  
maltreatment screening statewide.  It is also anticipated that this comprehensive 
document will generate greater public understanding of the child protection  
process and mission.  Questions or requests for more information regarding the 
guidelines or mandated reporter training should be directed to Terry Besaw,  
Minnesota Department of Human Services, Child Safety and Permanency  
Division, terry.besaw@state.mn.us. 
 

Tribal State Agreement 
 

The Agreement is directed at child welfare activities of the State through its local 
social services systems and attempts to impact the State's judicial systems.  It 
represents the development of a comprehensive working relationship between 
each of the eleven tribes located within the geographical bounds of the State of 
Minnesota and the Minnesota Department of Human Services for the delivery of 
child welfare services. 

Video Tapes 
 

Numerous VHS tapes and DVDs 
are available for loan to CJI teams 
and other stakeholders for up to 30 
days each.  Among the multitude of 
topics include motivational tapes 
from Judge Byars, child develop-
ment tapes from Dr. Bruce Perry, 
mandatory reporter tapes by DHS, 
and the May 2007 “Connections 
Matter” Conference DVDs.  For a 
list of videos, or to borrow a video, 
please contact Kathi Augustin at 
Kathi.Augustin@courts.state.mn.us 
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