Procedures for Requesting Cameras in Minnesota Courtrooms

Minnesota Supreme Court:  Call the Court Information Office at 651-296-6043 at least 24 hours in advance.  If a number of television stations are planning to attend, the first station to call the Court Information Office must set up the pool feed for the other stations.  On occasion, that station has had to change its plans, which means that the other stations have to scramble to set up the pool feed.  All stations covering a case should be prepared to set up a last minute pool feed as a back-up when this happens.  All equipment should be in place and tested by 8:30 a.m. for any case scheduled for a particular morning.  One TV camera and two still cameras are allowed in the courtroom at a time.

The following rules are established for audio and video coverage of the Minnesota Supreme Court:

1. Notice of intent to cover court proceedings by either audio or video means shall be given by the media to the Court Information Officer at least 24 hours prior to the time of the intended coverage.  This 24-hour notice applies to all in-courtroom audio and video coverage of proceedings.  If the 24-hour notice has not been met, outlets are welcome to take a feed from the Media Room on the Ground Floor of the Minnesota Judicial Center.

2. Camerapersons, technicians and photographers covering a proceeding shall avoid activity which might distract participants or impair the dignity of the proceedings; shall remain within the restricted areas designated by the Court; shall observe the customs of the Court; shall conduct them selves in keeping with Court decorum; and shall not dress in a manner which sets them apart unduly from the participants in the proceedings.  

3. Camera must be operated from a fixed location on a tripod and in a manner that is not distracting to the proceedings.  If the camera operator chooses to operate the camera from a seated position, he/she must remain seated throughout the proceedings.  If the camera operator chooses to operate the camera from a standing position, he/she must remain standing throughout the proceeding.  The camera may be swiveled from its fixed location on a tripod, but this must be done in a manner that is not distracting.

4. All broadcast and photographic coverage shall be on a pool basis, the arrangements for which must be made in advance of the hearing.  Not more than 1 (one) ENG camber producing the single video pool-feed shall be permitted in the courtroom at any one time.  Motor-driven still cameras shall not be used.

5. Exact locations for all camera and video equipment in the courtroom shall be determined by the court.  All equipment shall be in place and tested 45 minutes in advance of the time the Court is called to order and shall be unobtrusive.  All wiring, until made permanent, shall be safely and securely taped to the floor along the walls.

6. Only existing courtroom light shall be used

Minnesota Court of Appeals:  Call the court information office at 651-296-6043 at least 24 hours in advance to get approval.  Procedures are the same as those outlined for the Minnesota Supreme Court.

Minnesota Trial Courts:  Under the pilot project approved in an order by the Minnesota Supreme Court May 22, 1989, cameras may be used in Minnesota trial courts if the media has the permission of the parties and the judge.  Reporters typically approach the judge and attorneys at a pre-trial conference with their request.  No paperwork is required in making a request. 
