THE MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT

RULES OF DECORUM

Welcome to oral arguments heard by the Minnesota Supreme Court.  To maintain decorum in the state's highest court, and all of the auxiliary rooms observing the hearing, please abide by the following:

· No food, drink, chewing gum or tobacco in any form shall be permitted.

· No hats, caps or other non-medical headgear shall be worn. 

· No one may remain standing while court is in session.  Spectators must remain seated during arguments.  Spectators may leave or enter the court only during times when the attorneys are approaching or leaving the podium.

· No signs, banners or displays of symbols are allowed.  There shall be no demonstrations of any kind.

· No unnecessary conversation, loud whispering, newspaper or magazine reading shall be permitted while court is in session.

· Children must be under the control and supervision of an adult at all times.  Any distracting or disconcerting activity will be grounds for removal from the courtroom.

· Pagers and cellular telephones must be turned off before entering the courtroom. 

· No tape recorders, video cameras or still cameras shall be used in the courtroom unless they are media equipment operated in accordance with court rules.
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