	Are there particular types of cases that you believe a judge would be more likely to close to the 

public than other types of cases?  If “yes,” please explain, providing examples if possible:

	
	
	

	PROFESSION
	RESPONSES
	WRITTEN RESPONSES

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Sexual Abuse.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Depends on the nature of the case, the issues involved and the best interests of all parties, but particularly the children

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Yes, Sexual Abuse cases.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Sexual abuse, significant psychological findings on children or parents.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Sex abuse - Cases in which public knowledge of the problem would make the objections of the statute (usually reunifications) more difficult.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Sexual abuse.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Sexual abuse, high profile child death.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Allegations of sex abuse.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Depends on factors of case specific information.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Most likely - sex abuse case.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	I closed a CHIPS file in which the parents wanted to find out if a teenage girl was pregnant - I ordered pregnancy testing, but sealed the results from everyone - including the parents - on privacy grounds.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	I would consider doing so in any case, depending on the facts & issues.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Although the situation hasn't arisen i.e. no request for closure have been made under these circumstances, sexual abuse cases involving children who wished to be present in the courtroom or children whose testimony was necessary might warrant closure during portions of proceedings.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Allegations of sex abuse; portions of hearings re psychological, C.D. evaluations and treatment.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	If a pending criminal investigation of the petition allegations is ongoing.  If the child or others involved would be exposed to danger.

	County Attorney
	No
	It's really a case by case decision depending on the issues & who is in attendance etc.

	County Attorney
	No
	Not unless the rules specifically provide for this remedy or alternative.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Child sexual abuse allegations - Children who have psychological problems that the parent either refuse to address or are unable to address.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sexual Abuse

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sex abuse, "shocking" child abuse.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases are a possibility, but haven’t occurred yet.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Probably sex abuse cases.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases if children who are old enough to participate and are in the courtroom.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Possibly sex abuse cases.  Not sure though.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	CSC, Egregious physical abuse.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	My case (that was closed) involved an adolescent who was HIV positive.  The Judge closed the hearing to protect her privacy.  It was not a high profile case, so there was no one else in the courtroom to exclude, but the Court record was also protected.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Because of the sensitive nature.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sexual abuse, drugs given to kids by parents.  When judge and attorneys feel it will protect the child from future harm due to publicity or damage to reputation by acts of adults involved.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Highly sensitive child abuse/sexual abuse cases.

	County Attorney
	Missing
	No opinion/unsure.  This is a poorly worded question.  It is difficult to anticipate what a judge would do.  Judges, however, have made comments that due to the Pilot Project, Open CHIPS is open.

	County Attorney
	Missing
	Don't know

	County Attorney
	Missing
	I don't have enough experience with requests for closure to answer this question.  The requests are usually made when there is an overlapping delinquency case.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Only sex abuse

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Cases involving sexual abuse and discussions of child psychological condition.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Judge may close part of the case - such as during the trial & testimony of child.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Incest/ sexual abuse.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases - incest.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	In the case of a TPR file being tracked with as adoption file, we had a judge close a TPR file because there were no allegations of abuse or neglect.  Child was just being given up for adoption.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Sexual abuse.  When Mom & Dad are vulnerable adults -retarded, etc.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Allegations of sexual abuse.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Most likely allegations of sexual abuse.

	Court Administrator
	Missing
	Extremely high profile cases may be more likely to be closed during some parts of the proceedings.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	The one that was closed involved a juvenile's pregnancy.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	The judge is likely to close the hearing to protect the child.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	I believe I have asked two cases to be closed since this started.  One was a sexual abuse case and one was a terroristic threat case.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Sexual abuse; Early on several "known" pedophiles seemed to show up at hearings involving sexual abuse allegations.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Sex cases involving older children again it's the sensational that generates attention.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Probably more likely to close sex abuse cases to the public in order to protect child victims.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Where identity of child will be readily ascertainable, with adverse impacts on them.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	The stigma associated with sexual abuse case will more than likely cause a judge to close the hearing.

	Public Defender
	Missing
	I think the bench is hesitant to exercise any discretion in this area, whether or not it would be in the child's best interest.

	Public Defender
	Missing
	Sibling incest.

	GAL
	No
	I can't think of any.

	GAL
	No
	Not sure of question.  One of my cases was a 6 yr. old boy who was sexually abused by his uncle, a former offender/felon.  It was reported in paper because uncle hadn't registered per his previous sentence requirement, WATCH was at child protection and criminal court, Uncle back at Stillwater; Mom served a few weeks for abetting/putting boy in danger.

	GAL
	Yes
	Those cases that have been reported and sensationalized in the press might possibly be detrimental to the participants in court.  I'm thinking, primarily, of infants abandoned at birth n garbage cans, etc.  The public doesn't need to know the particulars of names, places, etc., and might possibly hamper any rehabilitation the Social Services could prove.

	GAL
	Yes
	Probably sexual abuse, especially if it involved an older child.

	GAL
	Yes
	Details would be skipped.

	GAL
	Yes
	Cases that shame, might shame, children (e.g., child is sexual predator.)

	GAL
	Yes
	I was told our Child Protection Dept. would want them closed.  I have several cases involving sexual abuse; they were not closed.  I have never had an audience in any hearing.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse of a child.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse, where testimony from children is needed. Any sensational case.

	GAL
	Yes
	I think age of child might be another reason to chase hearings if the child were old enough to be aware his/her case was being broadcast into America's living rooms.

	GAL
	Yes
	Allegations of abuse, particularly sexual.  There may also be allegations against family which are unsubstantiated if feel these types of cases should be confidential.

	GAL
	Yes
	In small towns as are in our county it is hard to hide identities & it would be difficult in sexual abuse cases.

	GAL
	Yes
	Again, this has not been an issue because of the lack of interest from the press.  However, had the press been present in cases where sexual abuse was alleged.  I believe all professionals involved would have requested that the hearings be closed.  I am sure the judge would have agreed.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse, teenagers suicidal.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sex abuse cases with children.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse, incest.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse of children who are old enough to attend court.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse.

	GAL
	Missing
	This depends n the judge & the case.

	Social Worker
	No
	Our judge, decided to avoid closing hearings at all.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Usually sexual abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	I believe our judge would be willing.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse would be more likely to, maybe not close, but restricted access.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Probably sexual abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases.  The one we had was sensitive as it was alleged that the father allowed the children to smoke pot.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Child sexual abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse, incest.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Yes, sexual abuse and pregnancy issues.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	A highly publicized case - which may involved sexual abuse, a death, etc.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	If a child had to be represented due to age and was very traumatized, I think attorneys would request.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Cases involving sexual abuse, particularly if there were multiple victims and/or if the case was particularly sensitive.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	This is a very sensitive issue for a child to have brought to court without it being public as well.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Cases in which children may suffer humiliation sometimes "gossipy" people attend court hearings.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse - anytime the victim has to testify higher profile cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	If the public would appear for a sexual abuse case the judge would be more likely to close the file to the public.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	I have one family where significant health problems impacted a parents parenting ability.  I believe if outsiders attempted to sit in the judge would have closed it.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse and perpetration cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Those involving small children, however, the judge has not closed any of the child protection cases I've worked with.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Cases involving homicide of a child by a sibling.  Public may bias the proceedings.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	The one case that was closed had been the subject of the media due to past issues (deaths of other children in mom's care).

	Media (mailed)
	Yes
	Cases involving minor parents & their children, as on teenaged mother accused of abusing her child.

	Media (mailed)
	Yes
	Sex abuse - a corresponding delinquency case or cases of abandonment.

	Media (mailed)
	Yes
	Allegations of sexual abuse.

	Media (mailed)
	Yes
	For the juvenile's protection in a rape case.


