	Are there particular types of cases that you believe a judge would be more likely to close to the public than other types of cases?  If “yes,” please explain, providing examples if possible:

	
	
	

	PROFESSION
	RESPONSES
	WRITTEN RESPONSES

	Judge/Referee
	No
	If they are open, they are open on a pilot basis.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	I would be more likely to choose cases involving sexual abuse of children.  I have always felt that opening them to the public effectively re-victimizes the child victims.  Once these things become known in a small community, it is almost impossible to go on living there.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	A victim of parental rape - the only kind of case and most of these don't meet the criteria.  

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	If allegations of intra-familial sex abuse.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	All of them.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	The only hearing I closed dealt with a juvenile girl who was trying to hide her pregnancy from everyone, including her parents.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	CHIPS alleging sexual abuse by a parent.  Open hearings can prevent early discussion and treatment options, which could correct the problem.  

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Psych/sex abuse.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Sexual assault.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Cases that might impact future of child.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Sexual activity cases - to protect child victim.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Abuse cases

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Where criminal sex accusations; where it has become a very sensitive case and parents are emotional.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Portions of sex abuse cases in which victims testify or psychologists testify about the impact upon the victim.  This is no different than that which might occur in an adult criminal case.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Cases involving allegations of sexual abuse against the children.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Cases involving sexual assault.  I close them to protect the child from undue embarrassment.

	Judge/Referee
	Yes
	Sex abuse of older children, where the child's attorney requests closing portions of hearing, I have never closed a hearing.  Sometimes, we will have an "in-chambers discussion" to deal with sensitive or embarrassing (to the children) information.

	County Attorney
	No
	It's really a case by case decision depending on the issues & who is in attendance etc.

	County Attorney
	No
	Not unless the rules specifically provide for this remedy or alternative.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Child sexual abuse allegations - Children who have psychological problems that the parent either refuse to address or are unable to address.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sexual Abuse

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sex abuse, "shocking" child abuse.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases are a possibility, but hasn't occurred yet.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Probably sex abuse cases.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases if children who are old enough to participate and are in the courtroom.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Possibly sex abuse cases.  Not sure though.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	CSC, egregious physical abuse.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	My case (that was closed) involved an adolescent who was HIV positive.  The Judge closed the hearing to protect her privacy.  It was not a high profile case, so there was no one else in the courtroom to exclude, but the Court record was also protected.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Because of the sensitive nature.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Sexual abuse, drugs given to kids by parents.  When judge and attorneys feel it well protect the child from future harm due to publicity or damage to reputation by acts of adults involved.

	County Attorney
	Yes
	Highly sensitive child abuse/sexual abuse cases.

	County Attorney
	Missing
	No opinion/unsure.  This is a poorly worded question.  It is difficult to anticipate what a judge would do.  Judges, however, have made comments that due to the Pilot Project, Open CHIPS is open.

	County Attorney
	Missing
	Don't know

	County Attorney
	Missing
	I don't have enough experience with requests for closure to answer this question.  The requests are usually made when there is an overlapping delinquency case.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Anything involving sexual abuse.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Any case involving sexual abuse allegations.  No other matters were closed except for this reason.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Sexual misconduct cases.

	Court Administrator
	Yes
	Issues concerning sexual abuse of children.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Sexual abuse hearings

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Issues involving gross sexual abuse or prostitution of children or egregious harm of children where the children survived.  This, I believe, is a wise use of discretionary power by a judge.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Child sex abuse cases in which the child testifies about the abuse.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Issues regarding sexual abuse, promiscuity, etc.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Sensational cases - if bleeds it leads.  Sex cases.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Sex abuse cases.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Potentially, sexually-related cases.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Particularly sensitive cases with older children.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	When sexual abuse matters are involved.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases where child is old enough to be a party and be represented by an attorney.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	When innocent siblings are exposed to publicity.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Sexual assaults.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Cases involving child victims of sexual abuse and siblings of such victims.  

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Victim of domestic violence who fears for perpetrator's access to file.

	Public Defender
	Yes
	Child victims of sex abuse.  Parents who are vulnerable adults.  

	Public Defender
	Yes
	No basis for an opinion.

	GAL
	Yes
	Media cases; cases doing damage to child.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases that involve family members.

	GAL
	Yes
	If a judge felt the child would be harmed in some way.

	GAL
	Yes
	Infants/child is the offender.

	GAL
	Yes
	In both cases with which I have experience, it was to protect the parent from the media, not the child.

	GAL
	Yes
	If info would affect quality of child's life; if publicity would endanger child or embarrass child or compromise child's testimony.

	GAL
	Yes
	Where public exposure to certain information could harm the child.  For example, a child with AIDS or HIV and that is discussed as part of the case.  Disclosure indiscriminately could hurt/harm the children.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sex crimes with children should be.  Child abuse should be.

	GAL
	Yes
	High profile cases.

	GAL
	Yes
	Disclosure of information that would be injurious to the reputation or embarrassing to any of the parties.

	GAL
	Yes
	Egregious sexual assault cases in which testimony from victim might be indicated.

	GAL
	Yes
	Ones where children must testify.

	GAL
	Yes
	If the public were aware of a particularly sensational case, there might be an impact on the family involved.  Children may be subject to embarrassment caused by comments from schoolmates, etc.  Family might be in danger from outsiders.  

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse of a child.  Termination of parental rights due to alleged sexual abuse.

	GAL
	Yes
	To protect a child from undue or excessive exposure.

	GAL
	Yes
	Private data that would embarrass a child old enough to understand that would be present in the courtroom.

	GAL
	Yes
	Child sexual abuse.

	GAL
	Yes
	High publicity cases.

	GAL
	Yes
	I would hope intrafamilial sex, so the victim can't be identified.

	GAL
	Yes
	Probably sex abuse items and also cases where child is still in the home or when relatives are disputing or disagreeable.

	GAL
	Yes
	Sexual abuse.

	GAL
	Yes
	My experience is limited, but my guess is that judges would more likely close the courtroom to the public when it involves highly visible parties and the resulting publicity could be harmful for the well being of children involved.  My guess is that judges would revert to closed hearings for colleagues, friends, and peers, people deemed "worthy" by social status.

	GAL
	Yes
	If any information released would be directly harmful to the youth or family of the offender; or if it would be harmful to someone outside of the offender's family.

	GAL
	Yes
	Young children who are sexual perpetrators.

	GAL
	Missing
	I don't know, but I would hope cases of abuse would be closed, as well as terminations of parental rights cases.  I'd like to see all cases closed.

	Social Worker
	No
	Unaware as we now have new judges.  Historically, case where the child could be traumatized would be closed.

	Social Worker
	No
	The judge has asked individuals not directly involved with case to leave the courtroom.

	Social Worker
	No
	Each case is individualized.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Possibly sexual abuse cases with high profile clients.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse of children; possibly interstate prostitution when possible criminal charge may be filed; incomplete investigation.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Cases relating to child sexual abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse/assault of a child.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	High profile abuse/murder or sexual abuse, only because we live in a small area and only if it would be detrimental to the child.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	I don't know of any except sex abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Severe sexual or physical abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse, domestic abuse, and egregious harm.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse, incest.  Hasn't happened when I requested they be closed.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Cases where open hearing would harm child - varies.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Probably sex abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Very high interest cases in which the judge feels the media have abused their access.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse within the family.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Hopefully, interfamilial sexual abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	When a child is testifying about being abused.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	I would hope ones where the children might be harmed by media or others observing.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	If there is a lot of media attention.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Mortality - murder/murder cases/sexual abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	High media involvement; criminal matters involved.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse hearings.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	High profile cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Those with child sexual abuse allegations.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	I think judges here would rather have CHIPS hearings closed.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	I think that if the case involved a very young child that was testifying on an extreme physical/sexual abuse case.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	In children's best interests, children were pictured on TV and newspapers as they were abducted.  Further publicity jeopardized their placement and stability.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Perhaps a case that has caught media attention.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse of young children.  One case of great and extended family turmoil that involved family placement issues.  Felt there were some racial issues and judge didn't want observers.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse to protect child's anonymity.  

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse of children.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Immediate orders for termination of parental rights when children are taken immediately after birth.  Mentally ill clients.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases or other cases where child's privacy was a major concern.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	If a child is present in the courtroom (over 10 years of age) and the case is one of extensive sex abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Perhaps those that have gained media attention, if having the media in the court would be disruptive.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases where the child is in the courtroom.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	If the child's privacy would be impacted because of the notoriety of a case.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Death of a child; high media cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse child protection.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Egregious harm with investigation in progress.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Again, cases they may bring a lot of media attention; otherwise, no outsiders usually attend.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Those already reported by the media, i.e. "sensational" abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Cases involving ongoing criminal investigations.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Child sexual abuse cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Usually, sex abuse cases are more likely to be closed.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse, extreme physical abuse, and/or murder of a child.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse. 

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases; egregious harm cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	To protect identify of victim.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	More sensitive - if requested by parent.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sex abuse case when child is likely to appear.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Yes, egregious harm cases.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Where child's safety is at risk.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	A highly publicized sexual/physical abuse case, I would imagine.

	Social Worker
	Yes
	Sexual abuse cases possibly.

	Social Worker
	Missing
	Termination proceedings continue to be closed to the public.

	Media (mailed)
	Yes
	Child sexual abuse cases.

	Media (mailed)
	Yes
	Cases a judge thinks will be "sensationalized" by the media.


