ADVOCATING FOR THE WELL BEING OF CHILDREN—2007 Minnesota GAL Annual Conference—Grand Casino Hinckley 


	Thursday, November 8
	Session Description
	Presenter
	Room

	7:30 – 9:30 a.m.
	Registration and Continental Breakfast, Silent Auction and Food Drive Collection, Conference Clothes Shopping
	
	Events Center Pre-function Area

	9:30 – 9:35 a.m.
	Convocation
	Brian Ansberry
	Ballroom IV

	9:35 – 9:45 a.m.
	Welcome and Opening Remarks:  Importance of Guardians Ad Litem in Advocating for the Well Being of Children
	Kay Pedretti
	Ballroom IV

	9:45  – 10 a.m.
	Conference Announcements and Theme
	Resa Gilats
	Ballroom IV

	10 – 10:45 a.m.
	A Question of Balance
	Janet Ward
	Ballroom IV

	10:45 – 11 a.m.
	Morning Break, Silent Auction Bidding, Conference Clothes Shopping
	
	Events Center Pre-function Area

	11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
	Advocating for the Well Being of Children
	Ada Skyles
	Ballroom IV

	12:15 – 1 p.m.
	Lunch, Mark’s Remarks, Announcements, Chair Massage Drawing
	Mark Toogood
	Ballroom IV

	1 – 1:45 p.m.
	Judges Panel—Perspectives from the Bench:  How Can GALs Be Helpful to Judges When Making Child Well Being Recommendations?
	Hon. Robert Rancourt, Hon. Wally Senyk
	Ballroom IV

	1:45 – 2 p.m.
	Afternoon Break, Silent Auction Bidding, Conference Clothes Shopping
	
	Events Center Pre-function Area

	2 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
	ROUND ONE--Breakout Sessions:

1. Advanced Practice Skills for GALs

2. Caring for  Child Sex Abuse Victims:  Protecting Children Now and in the Future

3. Autism Spectrum Disorders Update

4. We Agree:  Creating A Parenting Plan

5. GAL Self-Care:  Lessons from Super Sizing Indian Country
	Andrea Niemi and Mark Toogood

Dr. Rich Kaplan

Dr. Robin Rumsey

Ellie McCann and Jo Musich

Monte Fox
	Ballroom III

Ballroom II

Willow

Ballroom I

Aspen

	3:30 – 3:45 p.m.
	Afternoon Break/Change Breakout Sessions
	
	

	3:45—5:15 p.m.
	ROUND TWO--Breakout Sessions:

1. Advocating for Children in Long-Term Foster Care
2. Responding to Immigrant Families and Children:  Rising to the Challenge

3. Advanced Practice Skills for GALs

4. Caring for Child Sex Abuse Victims:  Protecting Children Now and in the Future

5. Autism Spectrum Disorders Update

6. We Agree:  Creating A Parenting Plan
	Deena McMahon and Ann Ahlstrom

Esther Wattenberg
Andrea Niemi and Mark Toogood

Dr. Rich Kaplan

Dr. Robin Rumsey

Ellie McCann and Jo Musich
	Ballroom V

Spruce
Ballroom III

Ballroom II

Willow

Ballroom I

	5:15 – 6:30 p.m.
	Special Session:  GAL Self Care:  Lessons from Super Sizing Indian Country (attendance optional)
	Monte Fox
	Aspen

	5:15 –6:30 p.m.
	Free Time, Chair Massage, Silent Auction Bidding, Conference Clothes Shopping
	
	Events Center Pre-function Area; Oak (Chair Massage)

	6:30 – 7:15 p.m.
	Casual Dinner, Special Recognition Presentation, First Round Scholarships Awarded, Breakout Session Prizes Awarded
	
	Ballroom IV

	7:15 – 10 p.m.
	Hospitality Suite
	
	Ash/Birch

	7:15 – 9 p.m.
	Chair Massage
	
	Oak

	7:15 – 8:15 p.m.
	Conference Clothes Shopping
	
	Events Center Pre-function Area


	Friday, November 9
	Session Description
	Presenter
	Room

	7:30 – 9 a.m.
	Hearty,  Served Breakfast; Announcements
	
	Ballroom IV

	7:30 – 10 a.m.
	Final Silent Auction Bidding, Final Food Drive Collection, Conference Clothes Shopping
	
	Events Center Pre-function Area

	9:30 – 10 a.m.
	Hotel Check Out
	
	

	10 – 11:30 a.m.
	ROUND THREE--Breakout Sessions:

1. Abuse Allegations Involving Very Young Children

2. Improving Well Being Outcomes Statewide:  Implications for GAL Recommendations

3. Role of the GAL:  Keeping Yourself Safe in Family Court

4. Advocating for Children in High-Risk Families in Family Court

5. Advocating for Indian Children Under the New Tribal State Agreement

6. More GAL Self Care:  MindDance—Keys to Understanding Yourself and Others
	Sandra Hewitt

Judy Nord

Kathleen Fischer

Mindy Mitnik

Jessica Ryan

Carol Larsen
	Ballroom III

Ballroom I

Willow

Ballroom II

Spruce

Aspen

	11:30 – 11:45 p.m.
	Morning Break
	
	

	11:45 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.
	Lunch, Announcements, Breakout Session Prizes Awarded, Silent Auction Top Bidders Announced
	
	Ballroom IV

	12:20 – 1:20 p.m.
	Stress:  The Spice of Life or the Kiss of Death
	Dick Obershaw
	Ballroom IV

	1:20 – 1:30 p.m.
	Closing Remarks, Second Round of Scholarships Awarded
	
	Ballroom IV


