MNCIS Uniform Court Practice (UCP)

	Summary Information

	UCP Number:  29
	 

	UCP Description:
Automatically set the Certify to DPS flag to yes if it is a certifiable charge.
	Line of Business:
Criminal, Traffic & Juvenile

	Urgency:
High
	Status:
· Approved by Steering Committee 9-20-02 for POC

· Approved by Steering Committee 

      7-9-03 post POC

	Contact:

Nancy Crandall

	Business Issue

	TCIS does not have the ability to evaluate whether to send a certificate of conviction to DPS. Today it is left to the discretion of the clerk to determine if a charge should be certified or not which can lead to inaccurate reporting to the Department of Public Safety.


	Recommended Process Change

	By utilizing the Statute Table have the certifiable charges default to a yes for the purpose of reporting to the Department of Public Safety.  With the proper security clearance a court staff person would have the ability to override this functionality if needed.

	Examples

	Sometimes judicial officers will direct the clerk to not certify a conviction to DPS even when

the charge should be. Other ways of handling this is to amend the charge to a non-certifiable offense (such as an ordinance) or prepare an order to decertify.

	Research Conducted

	Currently, Hennepin county has 15 years experience with this being automated on their SIP 

(subject in process) and Violations Bureau systems.  

	Options Considered

	· Make the clerk always decide with a manual entry
· Default with the ability to override with the proper security level 
·  (recommendation)                           
· Default with no ability to override


	Rationale

	169.95 Court to keep separate records of violations. 
 

   (b) Within ten days after the conviction or forfeiture of bail of a person upon a charge of 

violating any provisions of any law or ordinance, regulating the operation of vehicles on 

highways, the court administrator of the court in which the conviction was had or bail was 

forfeited, shall immediately forward to the department of public safety an abstract of the record 

of the court covering the case in which the person was convicted or forfeited bail. The abstract 

must be certified by the person required to prepare it to be true and correct. 

   (c) The abstract must be made upon a form furnished by the department of public safety, and

shall include the name and address of the party charged, the driver's license number of the 

person involved, the nature of the offense, the date of hearing, the plea, the judgment, or 

whether bail was forfeited, and the amount of the fine or forfeiture, as the case may be. 
 
 

   (d) Every court shall also forward a report to the department of public safety reporting the

conviction of any person of manslaughter or other felony in the commission of which a vehicle 

was used. 
 
 

   (e) The failure, refusal, or neglect of any judicial officer to comply with any of the requirements 

of this section shall constitute misconduct in the office and shall be grounds for removal. 



	Impact Within Judicial Branch

	Would remove the responsibility of the clerk having to determine if a charge should be certified or not.

	Impact On Other Agencies

	More accurate and consistent reporting of convictions to the Department of Public Safety

	Guideline Evaluation (Required for B and C Level Changes Only)

	· Improve overall quality of justice and public safety

· Enhance judicial decision making and public safety by providing adequate and timely information

	Communication Strategy 

	Will be incorporated in user training documentation.

	Implementation Plan

	Will be implemented day one of POC and will be evaluated throughout the POC period.

	Additional Information

	Benefits: 

· Less chance of user error resulting in fewer corrections and modifications of information

· Better data

· Better service to the public   

· Better court security of information.  Prosecutors know that all charges are accurately reflected on driving record without follow-up to court administration.  

· DWI revocation period for defendant is updated by DPS accurately and more timely since there is faster reporting to DPS of dispositions.
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