MNCIS Uniform Court Practice (UCP)

	Summary Information

	UCP Number:  76
	

	UCP Description:
The offense severity level will be recorded on a charge-by-charge basis.
	Line of Business:
Criminal, Traffic & Juvenile

	Urgency:
High for Proof of Concept
	Status:
Approved by Business Architect 10/09/02

Review at 8-14-03 Steering

	Dependencies to Other UCPs:
143 - Determining Level of Conviction

	Contact:

Nancy Crandall

	Business Issue

	The application stores the severity at the charge level, not at the case level as we do today

	Examples

	A complaint or citation may include multiple charges with more than one severity level.

	Research Conducted

	Reviewed documentation from District Coordinators and others regarding the confusion caused by designating severity level at the case level.  This issue has been discussed and documented as a long-term issue for the Courts.

	Options Considered

	In TCIS today, the severity level is associated on a “case” level instead of by charge, usually determined by the most severe of the charges listed on a citation or complaint. The current practice was considered and reviewed however; the functionality of MNCIS resulted in the following recommendation.

	Recommended Process Change

	Court users will select a severity level for each charge from the options on the table.  A criminal case will be designated as a “criminal” case type.  The severity level (felony, gross misd, etc.) will be entered from a table for each individual charge, and not on the case, from the information included in the charging instrument.

	Rationale

	Indicating the severity level for each charge will eliminate confusion associated with designating a case type by one of the charges or the first charge listed on a citation or complaint when that level is reduced or somehow changed during the lifetime of the case.  It will also make the level of conviction clearer.

	Impact Within Judicial Branch

	This practice will ensure better accuracy in reporting conviction information.

	Impact On Other Agencies

	The integrity of the data sent to other agencies will be improved and will assist other agencies in interpreting sentence and conviction information.

	Communication Strategy 

	This change will be incorporated into court user training documentation.  Other state agencies will be made aware of how the Court’s information will be recorded from MNCIS.

	Implementation Plan

	The system is configured to require a severity level to be indicated for each charge entered.  This is a required entry.
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