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	Business Issue

	Court staff statewide should use a consistent date for recording a satisfaction of judgment (full or partial) in the court’s case management system.

	Recommended Process Change

	When recording a Satisfaction of Judgment, a Writ of Execution returned or any order or document indicating full or partial satisfaction of a judgment, the file stamp date (when stamped “received” for filing by the Court Administrator) should be the date recorded as the satisfaction date in the case management system.  All documents pertaining to whole or partial satisfaction of a judgment should be processed the same day they are received for filing.  

	Examples

	Today, some courts are using the file stamp date on a document indicating a whole or partial satisfaction of judgment as the recording date in the case management system, while others are backdating to the actual date of satisfaction or collection (creditor paid or sheriff collection).  

	Research Conducted

	MN Stat 548.15. (See Attached) states generally that a judgment is satisfied upon the filing of the appropriate documentation with the Court Administrator:


[image: image1.wmf]"UCP 193 - 

Recording Satis of Judgment.doc"


 

	Rationale

	The judgment remains active and included on judgment searches performed by court administration from the date of entry until proper documentation is filed with the court administrator. The impact of an unsatisfied judgment on normal business transactions necessitates that the satisfaction be recorded promptly (within the cycle of the court’s satisfied judgment report). Full satisfaction overlays the amount due. Therefore, the amount collected for a judgment reported as “satisfied in full” is inconsequential.

Whole or partial satisfactions of Judgment should be processed timely and consistently across courts statewide.  



	Impact Within Judicial Branch

	This will result in a change in business practice for those Courts currently backdating satisfactions of judgments to a date earlier than that of the satisfaction document actually having been filed in their offices. 

	Impact On Other Agencies

	More consistent reporting to credit Bureaus and other consumers of the Court’s judgment information.

	Additional Information

	This uniform court practice can be implemented prior to MNCIS implementation. 

In MNCIS, if no collected amount is noted on the document but it is indicated as “satisfied in full”, the amount collected (mandatory field in MNCIS) should be $0.

It is noted and recognized that interest amount can differ slightly based on calculation approach and it is the responsibility of the litigants to reconcile. Therefore, the amount indicated on the partial satisfaction of judgment will be observed in place of MNCIS default calculation in instances where they differ.
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     548.15 Discharge of record. 

    Subdivision 1.    General.  Except as provided in 


 subdivision 2, upon the satisfaction of a judgment, whether 


 wholly or in part, or as to all or any of several defendants, 


 the court administrator shall enter the satisfaction in the 


 judgment roll, and note it, with its date, on the docket.  If 


 the docketing is upon a transcript from another county, the 


 entry on the docket is sufficient.  A judgment is satisfied when 


 there is filed with the court administrator: 


    (1) an execution satisfied, to the extent stated in the 


 sheriff's return on it; 


    (2) a certificate of satisfaction signed and acknowledged 


 by the judgment creditor; 


    (3) a like certificate signed and acknowledged by the 


 attorney of the creditor, unless that attorney's authority as 


 attorney has previously been revoked and an entry of the 


 revocation made upon the register; the authority of an attorney 


 to satisfy a judgment ceases at the end of six years from its 


 entry; 


    (4) an order of the court, made on motion, requiring the 


 execution of a certificate of satisfaction, or directing 


 satisfaction to be entered without it; 


    (5) where a judgment is docketed on transcript, a copy of 


 either of the foregoing documents, certified by the court 


 administrator in which the judgment was originally entered and 


 in which the originals were filed. 


    A satisfaction made in the name of a partnership is valid 


 if executed by a member of it while the partnership continues.  


 The judgment creditor, or the creditor's attorney while the 


 attorney's authority continues, may also satisfy a judgment of 


 record by a brief entry on the register, signed by the creditor 


 or the creditor's attorney and dated and witnessed by the court 


 administrator, who shall note the satisfaction on the margin of 


 the docket.  Except as provided in subdivision 2, when a 


 judgment is satisfied otherwise than by return of execution, the 


 judgment creditor or the creditor's attorney shall file a 


 certificate of it with the court administrator within ten days 


 after the satisfaction or within 30 days of payment by check or 


 other noncertified funds. 


    Subd. 2.    Child support or maintenance judgment.  In 


 the case of a judgment for child support or spousal maintenance, 


 an execution or certificate of satisfaction need not be filed 


 with the court until the judgment is satisfied in full. 


    HIST: (9406) RL s 4278; 1979 c 12 s 2; 1981 c 121 s 3; 1983 c 


 235 s 1; 1986 c 444; 1Sp1986 c 3 art 1 s 82; 1988 c 484 s 2; 


 1995 c 257 art 3 s 14 
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