INFORMATION SHEET ON WAIVER OF COURT FEES AND COSTS

Minnesota Statutes § 563.01

If you cannot afford to pay court fees and costs, you may be able to proceed without paying fees and costs if:

1.
You are receiving public assistance under one or more of the following programs:

Minnesota Family Investment Plan (MFIP), MFIP-Emergency Assistance, or MFIP-Diversionary Assistance; General Assistance or Emergency General Assistance; Medical Assistance or General Assistance Medical Care; Food Stamps; Supplemental Security Income; Minnesota Supplemental Assistance (MSA) or MSA-Emergency Assistance; Energy Assistance.

OR
2.
You are represented by a legal services or volunteer attorney on behalf of a civil legal services program or a volunteer attorney program based on indigence.

OR
3.
Your annual family income before taxes is less than 125% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines for your family size as indicated below.

Maximum Income Level – 125% of Poverty

	Please Check Your Family Size
	Size of Family Unit
	Annual Family Income Before Taxes
	Monthly Family Income Before Taxes
	Weekly Family Income Before Taxes

	
	1
	 $          12,250
	 $           1,020.83
	 $             235.58

	
	2
	 $          16,500
	 $           1,375.00
	 $             317.31

	
	3
	 $          20,750 
	 $           1,729.16
	 $             399.04

	
	4
	 $          25,000
	 $           2,083.33
	 $             480.77

	
	5
	 $          29,250
	 $           2,437.50
	 $             562.50

	
	6
	 $          33,500
	 $           2,791.66 
	 $             644.23

	
	7
	 $          37,750
	 $           3,145.83 
	 $             725.96

	
	8
	 $          42,000
	 $           3,500.00 
	 $             807.69

	
	
	
	
	


More than 8 members, add $4,250 annually for each additional family member.

Number of family members: 


Calculate and enter figure here:   $  _____________

OR

4.
Your income is not enough to pay for the common necessities of life for yourself and the people you support and also to pay court fees and costs.

To apply, complete the Affidavit for In Forma Pauperis and file with the Court Administrator.

If you have any questions and cannot afford an attorney, you may wish to consult the legal aid office, legal services office, or lawyer referral service in your county (listed in the yellow pages under “Attorneys”).
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