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Memorandum of Understanding-Agencies

FMJ MULT-COUNTY ADULT SUBSTANCE ABUSE COURT
Agreement between the FMJ Multi- County Adult Substance Abuse (ASAC) program and agencies providing treatment services, related housing, and case management services to ASAC participants.

Policy:  It is the policy of the FMJ Multi- County Adult Substance Abuse Court to collaborate with treatment providers in assisting participants to stop the abuse of alcohol and other drugs as well as criminal activity. The partnership between the treatment community and the courts is the key to substance abuse court success.

The parties agree there are twelve principles under which the respective agencies will work cooperatively.  They are:

1. No one agency can address all the critical issues of a substance abusing population; all organizations with the purpose of providing social services or aiding recovery from substance abuse need to develop partnerships in order to provide comprehensive services to this population.

2. An alcohol or drug user is most vulnerable to successful interventions when he/she is in crisis, e.g. immediately after initial taking into custody.

3. An alcohol or drug addiction is not created overnight and cannot be arrested overnight

4. Relapse and intermittent progress are part of most successful alcohol or drug recovery programs.

5. Offenders will be held accountable for their criminal activity and responsible for the development of their recovery plans.

6. Chemical dependency treatment should not be limited to “traditional” treatment—other forms of treatment can be therapeutic and one size does not fit all (e.g. methadone).

7. Early assessment and continued re-assessment is essential.

8. Treatment must be developmentally-based, gender-specific and culturally competent.
9. Specific attention should be paid to employment performance, peer relationships, self-esteem needs and family situation.

10. A plan for aftercare services beyond court sanctions must be developed.

11. Administration of regular (random) urinalysis will occur with immediate consequences for positive UA testing.

12. Relapse should trigger a therapeutic response.

      Collaboration between monitoring staff and treatment providers is accomplished through the following:

1. The ASAC Coordinator will attend monthly Chemical Health Provider’s meetings at the site of the substance abuse treatment provider. The purpose of the Coordinator’s participation is to update providers on changes in the functioning of the program, address any court or provider concerns and to encourage networking among providers of different treatment modalities.

2. Supervision staff participates in case conferences with counseling staff at treatment provider agencies.

3. Progress reports are forwarded on a regular basis from treatment providers to court.

4. Treatment providers are encouraged to be present in ASAC and staffing meetings when appropriate or convenient.
I, _________________________________, representative of ______________________

Treatment Program, agree to provide chemical dependency treatment, discharge planning and aftercare services to participants of the ASAC program who are placed in my program by FMJ Multi-County Community Human Services or another funder.  I agree to provide all necessary information the court requires and to participate in client staffing as necessary.

Date:  _______________
___________________________________


Signature
