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Another drug court in southern Minnesota is now in session. It's a program designed to give drug addicts a second chance. News 12's Sarah Colbert tells us what makes this particular program unique and why one man says his participation is a matter of life or death. 
Too many years of making bad decisions can eventually lead people down the wrong path. I wasn't looking forward to prison and this is giving me a second chance. Instead of Prison Mike Babcock will spend several minutes every Tuesday afternoon for the next 18 months in this court room attending Criminal Drug Court. 
And so will Brent Hendrickson. It'll keep me in check just until I get my life back to where it needs to be. The two men are going through the program at the same time. A recovering Meth addict and Alcoholic Mike says Drug Court is a last resort. I don't think I'll make it another round I think I'll die eventually. It's not about rehab really with most of these guys. It's primary habilitation. They've never learned and they've relied on drugs basically to get through life to the extent that it's really part of their identity. 
This is not the first drug court program in the state of Minnesota, but it's the first of its kind. No other drug court program in the state combines three counties for the one program. But it was necessary to do so in Martin, Faribault and Jackson counties. You can't do it in every small county in rural Minnesota you're simply not going to have enough people to make it worth the system investment of time and energy. 
The program includes frequent random drug testing, judicial supervision, drug treatment counseling, educational and vocational training opportunities, and the use of court imposed sanctions and incentives.  Judge Robert Walker shares, “It can't all be just negative consequences for messing up or making mistakes. You've got to provide positive reinforcement when they do well. When a participant's drug test is clean they're congratulated. If they've had a substantially good progress report, they get to pick a prize from the fish bowl. Today Brent had both. I've never been applauded before.” I've never gotten a reward for going to court before. So it's a unique experience. Definitely positive. But if a participant doesn't follow the rules there are consequences. One of the men had a rocky week. The judge ordered him to participate in a sentence to service group seven days and scheduled treatment starting Monday. 
Brent and Mike have a long road ahead of them they are committed to the program for 18 months. Despite his daily struggles, Mike remains optimistic. You have good days and bad days but it gets easier all the time. 
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