
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

IN S'IJPREME COURT 

AnM04-800 1 (formerly (3-84-2 134) 

OFFICE OF 
APPELLATE COURTS 

.JAN 9 2006 

Fl LED 

ORDER PROMULGATING 
CORRECTIVE AMEVDMENTS TO 
RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

On Noveinber 30, 2005, tlle Court promulgated anlend~nents to the Rules of Civil 

Procedure that became effective on January 1, 2006, Included were amendments to Rule 50 

that adopted tlle more modern nomenclature of Fed. R. Civ. P. 50. Those anlend~nents also 

inadvertently inco~yorated a federal restriction on the motion practice available under Rule 

50 not previously p a t  of the Minnesota rule. Corrective amendn1ents are necessaly to 

reinstate the prior Minnesota practice in the context of the revised language. This order also 

clarifies that tolling of the appeal period under Minn. R. Civ. App. P. 104.01, subd. 2, in the 

event of a proper and tiillely motion under Rule 50.02 applies whether the motion is labelecl 

based 011 the old or the new version of Rule 50.02. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

1. The attached amendments to Rule 50 of the Rules of Civil Procedure be, and 

the same ale, prescribed and promulgated to be effective letloactive to Januaiy 2,2006. 

2 These a~nend~nents shall apply to all actions or p~oceedings pending oil or 

conl~nenced on or after the effective date, provided tllat in cases in which a timely and 

otlie~wise proper nlotion is ~uade under Rule 50.,02 ofthe Rules of Civil Procedure, the time 



for appeal will be goveined by Rule 104.01, subdivision 2, of the Rules of Civil Appellate 

Procedure, iegardless of the noinenclature used for the Rule 50.02 nlotion 

3 The inclusion of advisory comnlittee coinments is made for conve~~iei~ce and 

does not reflect court approval of the statenlents nlade therein. 

Dated: January 9,2006 

BY THE COURT: 

ICathleen A. Blatz 
Chief Justice 



Amendments to Minnesota Rules of Civil Procedure 

Rule 50. Judgment as a Matter of Law in Jury Trials; Alternative Motion for 
New Trial; Conditional Rulings 

50.01 Judgment as a Matter of Law During Trial 

(a) Standard. If during a trial by jury a party has been fully heard 011 an 

issue and there is no legally sufficient evidentiary basis for a reasonable jury to 

find for that party on that issue, tlie court may decide the issue against tliat party 

and iiiay giant a iiiotion for judgliieiit as a iiiattei of law against that palty wit11 

respect to a claiin or defense tliat cannot under the coiltrolling law be maintained 

or defeated without a favorable finding on that issue. 

(b) Tinii~ig and Content. Motions for ~udgiiient as a matter of law 

duling trial lriay be made at any time befole subniission of the case to the july 

Such a niotion shall specify the judgment sought and the law and tlie facts on 

wliich the iiioviiig party is entitled to the judgment. 

50.02 Malting or Renewing Motion for Judgment After Trial; Alternative 
Motion for New Trial 

If, for any reason, the court does not grant a motion for juclgment as a 

matter of law made P d ~ i r i i i g  trial, ilie court is 

considered to have submitted the action to tlie jury subject to tlie court's later 

deciding the legal questions raised by the motion. Whether or not the 1,al.tv has 

moved for judgment as a iiiatter of law before submission of the case to the iurv, a 

~ % w w + w & - i i i a y  ~ilake or renew h g  request forjudgment as a matter of law 



24 by serving a motion within the time specified in Rule 59 for the service of a 

motion for a new bial-and may alternatively request a new trial or join a motion 

for a new trial under Rule 59. In ruling on &a d m o t i o n ,  the court may: 

(a) if a ve~dict  was returned: 
(1) allow the judgment to stand, 
(2) order a new trial, or 
(3) diiect ei i t~y of judgment as a matter of law; or 

(b) if no verdict was relullled: 
(1) older a new t~ial ,  or 
(2) dilect entry ofjudgment as a matter of law 

50.03 Granting RwewcLMotiox~ for Judgnlent as a Matter of Law; 
Conditional Rulings; New Trial Motion 

(a) l&ww&M&onConditional Rulinps. If the mm&motion for 

judglnent as a matter of law is granted, the court shall also rule on the motion for a 

new trial, if any, by determining whether it should be granted if the judginent is 

thereafter vacated or reversed, and shall specify the grounds fbr granting or 

denying the motion for the new trial.. If the motion for a new trial is thus 

co~~ditionally granted, the older tlieieon does not affect the finality of the 

judgment In case tlie motio~i fol a new trial has been conditionally granted and 

the judgment is reversed on appeal, tlie new trial shall proceed unless the appellate 

c o u ~ t  has othe~wise oldeied In case the inotion f o ~  a new tlial lias been 

conditionally denied, the respondent on appeal may assert error in that denial; and 

if the judgment is leve~sed 011 appeal, subsequent p~oceedillgs shall be in 

accordance with the order of the appellate court. 



(b) Timing. Any lllotioll for a new trial under Rule 59 by a party against 

whom judglliellt as a matter of law is rendered shall be served and heaid within the 

times specified in Rule 59 for the service and hearing of a inotion fbr a new trial. 

Advisory Committee Comment-1006 Amendment 

Rule .50 is arrierided in toto to o d o ~ ~ t  &evn,.iolcs charrges rrrnrle iri 1991 to Fed 
R Civ P 50. Tlre 1991 anrerrdrierit of /lie federnl rrtle ivrrs rrinn'e lo rerrioi~e tire 
nrchnic larrgrage ar7dpr ocedures o j  directirrg i~errlicts ~rrd  grorrtir7g j rr o 11 Tire 
nnierrded rttle :later a .slnrrc(nrd llrnl [lie forrrier rrrle alren(1~1 recogr7ized n 
1r17for rrt .stnrirlnrd for rriolioris rrrade aper trial begirrs ojrr "rrro/iorr for ~~rrigr~re~rt 
as a rriatler of 1ai.1~ " Tlreprrrpose ojthe charrge is t i~~ofo ld  lo ~ ( l o p t  rmrrres /ircr/ 
better describe /lie role of ihe rriotiorr.s arrd, beccrtrse /lie rriotiorr.~ es.serrtinll)~ opl~ly 
/Ire sar~ie starrrlnrd, to give therrr a corrirrrori rrorrie 

Tlris char~ge i.s rio! iri~erirlfd lo cl~arige s~tbrlarrtil~e prnctice relatirrg to ilrese 
rriotiora. Tire federal rltle orrierrdrrrerrl irr 1991 ioas riot irrterrderl to cli~rige /Ire 
actrml practice irrrder thnl r,ule. See Fed R. Civ P .50(n), Adi~iror)~ Conrrrr. 
Notes-1991 Anrerid Tlre federal cotrrtr Irave recogrrized [he rrorr-srtbslnr~tii~e 
rrntirre of tlre arr7eridrrrerrt See 9A CIfARLE A L A N  ~ , J / I < I G I - / ~  & AllTIfUR R A 0 1  L.ER. 
FEDERAL. PRACTICE & PROCEDURE .,F 2.521, a1 24.3 11 1.7 arid accorrr~)nrryirrg /ex/ 
(Zd ed 199.5) (collectirig cares) 

A4iririesotn ~r.flclice differs fi.0111 federal proclice ill orle irr1po1.?nrrl res~~ecl- 
forrrier Fed. R. C ~ J .  P. 50 (lid riot have the e,ypress provisiori o f  A4irrrr. R. Civ. P. 
50.02/a) alloivirre (I  nrotiorr for. irtdrrrier7f rr.o.v. to be broirelrt "~+~liether or rial tlre 
WJJ has rrroved for a directed i~erdic!. " mid the ctrrrerrl versiorr o f  Fed R. Chi 
P. 50 laclir eqrrii,rrIerrl inrimrage vi~itlr r ward to rriotiorrs for iird~rrrerrt ns n rrrntter 
o f  lnl~j. Becairse tlre atrierrrlEd A4irrrresota Rrrle 50.02 is 1701 irt/errrled to clicrrree 
A.liirriesola pr actice irr this respec/, /he nrrrer~rled r irle reloirrs the corrce/~t //rot rr 
rriotiorr for irrdgrrte17l as (1 rrratter o f  lmv rrinl~ be brorrgirt ofier srrbrrrissiorr oftlie 
case to the i r t r~ j .  ~,~hether or riol srrcli a nrotiorr 11~0s broic~lrt before sirbrrrissiorr to 
the irrr7~. 

Tlie lirriirig proi~isiorrs o j  /Ire ,fe(ieral ride /rave beer1 c/iafrged s/igirl/j~ to 
accor~irrto~lafe Mirrrresola proceclrrre irrclrrdirre llrnl relnlirrg to ilie service (rr~rl 
Jilirrg ojpost-rlecisiorr nioriorrr L,ike the crrrler7t rule, rrroliorrr rrrrder Rtrle .YO rrrrtsl 
be ser ved c~iidjiled iri nccordar~ce il~illr /he tirrrirrg r~ieclmrrisrrr rrrrd n'ecrr1lirre.s of 
Adiro~ R Civ P 59, 


