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FILE NO. 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

IN SUPREME COURT 

...................................................... PETITION OF THE CLERIC 

In Re Petitioli to Arnertd the Minnesota OF THE APPELLATE COURTS 
Rules oli Registration of Attorneys. TO AMEND THE MINNESOTA 
...................................................... RULES ON REGISTRATION 

OF ATTORNEYS 

TO: THE HONORABLE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

Petitioner Clerlc of tlie Appellate Courts (Clerk), joined by tlie Director 

of tlie Miiulesota Board of Law Examiiiers (BLE) and tlie Board of Conthi~luing 

Legal Education (CLE) and tlie Acting Director of tlie Office of Lawyers 

Professional Responsibility (OLPR), respectfully petitions tliis Court to amend 

tlie Rules on Registration of Attorneys as set forth below. 

111 supl?ort of tliis petition, petitioner would show the following: 

1. Tliis Court lias tlie exclusive and inherent power and duty to 

administer justice and adopt rules of practice and procedure before tlie courts 

of this state, to establisli standards for regulating tlie legal professiol~, and to 

establisli standards for tlie admittance of lawyers admitted to practice in tliis 

state. Tliis power lias been expressly recognized by tlie Legislahlre. See Miiu~. 

Stat. § 480.05. 

2. Tliis Court adopted tlie Rules on Registratioii of Attorneys (tlie 

"R~~les") to establish standards for t l~e  an~iual registration of lawyers licensed 



ui tlie State of Muuiesota to practice law. Tlie Rules liave been amended from 

time-to-time. 

3. Petitioner is responsible for tlie adminishation of the aruiual 

registration of lawyers. 

4. In tlie fall of 2002 petitioner and directors of tlie BLE, CLE and tlie 

OLPR established a committee to study the Rules and reconilnend appropriate 

ame~idlnelits to tlie Rules. 

5. Petitioner and representatives of the BLE, CLE and OLPR liave 

reviewed tlie Rules witli the intentioli of updating terminology, making the 

Rules consistent witli software upgrades in tlie Clerk's database, and allowing 

lawyers to remain in good standing while clioosing to be on inactive status 

and pay a reduced aluiual registration fee. 

6.  Tlie proposed Rules colitai~i the principal clianges set fort11 below. 

7. A definitions section lias been added to identify and clarify 

important terminology. 

8. Currently, the Rules provide tliat tlie processing of aru~ual 

registrations is done by tlie Clerk of tlie Appellate Courts. Tlie proposed Rules 

refer to these functions of the Clerk as functions of a Lawyer Registration 

Office. Tliis office will remain located ili tlie Clerlc's office. 

9. Tlie proposed Rules expressly define and state the criteria for a 

lawyer to be on "active," "inactive" or  ion-conipliant" status. 

10. Tlie proposed Rules permit lawyers to elect to be oli "inactive" 

status and still remain in good standing. Currently, only lawyers who are 

disabled or retired may be oli inactive status. These lawyers remain in good 



standing and do not pay an annual registsation fee. However, the proposed 

Rules allow all lawyers in good standing to elect to be on inactive status, pay a 

reduced fee and remain in good standing. 

11. Retired status is amended to include, among otl~er provisions, a 

requirement that tlie lawyer be at least 62 years of age and in good standing. 

12. Disability status is amended to include, among other provisions, a 

requirement that the lawyer be in good standing. 

13. The proposed Rules allow lawyers and judges electing retired 

statcis or disability status to file a one-time affidavit. 

14. The newly created inactive status has a proposed fee of $179, 

which is allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Examiners; 

$8 to the State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

o $83 to the Lawyers Professional Responsibility Board; 

. $12 to the Client Security Fund; 

o $50 to the Legal Services Advisory Committee; and 

$8 to the Lawyer Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. 

15. Currently, lawyers who neither reside nor practice in Minnesota 

may pay a registration fee of $107 and are on inactive statc~s. Under the 

proposed Rules, both in-state and out-of-state lawyers who wish to be on 

inactive stahis will pay a registration fee of $179. 

16. The proposed Rules allow the Lawyer Registration Office to 

charge $25 to issue a certificate of good standing. This fee is designed to allow 



tlie Lawyer Registration Office to recoup costs of providing tliis 

doc~uneiitation. Tlie proposed Rules also increase tlie late penalty from $50 to 

$75. Tlie late penalty lias not changed since July 1,1990. 

17. All otlier current fees, and allocation of fees, remain tlie same. 

18. Currently, out-of-state lawyers can choose non-resident status 

and pay less than half tlie fee of active status lawyers wlio reside in Minnesota. 

The proposed Rules eliminate fee distinctions based on residence. 

19. Tlie proposed Rules clarify tliat a lawyer sliall be automatically 

suspended for failing to cornply witli all registration reqt~ireme~its, including 

but not limited to payment of the annual registration fee. Tliis suspension is 

automatic and does not require a due process l-teariiig. 

20. Reinstatement of tlie suspended lawyer will continue to be 

handled administratively, witliout requiring an order of tlie Court, upon 

payment of tl-te required fee and compliance with all otlier required 

conditions. 

21. The proposed inactive statuses may have an iinpact on revenue, 

but tlie precise impact is ~ ~ n l u i o w ~ i  at this tiine. Therefore, petitioner intends, 

togetlier with tlie directors of tl-te BLE, CLE and OLPR to review tlie revenue 

impact after one year of iniplementation and determine what, if any, 

modifications may be necessary. 

22. A proposed effective date for tliese proposed Rules is October 1, 

2006. 

For tlie foregoing reasons, petitioner respectf~~lly requests tliat tlie Court 

amend tlie Rules on Registration of Attorneys as set fort11 in and as attached to 



this petition as Appendix A. (Attacl~ed as Appendix B is a redlined versioli of 

the proposed R~~les . )  

Dated: A~A-R.G~ 7 ,2006. 

CLERIC OF APPELLATE COURTS 
Attorney No. 37953 
25 Rev. Dr. Martin Lutl~er I<.ing Jr. Blvd., Rm 305 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1500 
(651) 296-2581 

and i ,' 

DIRECTOR 
BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS 
BOARD OF CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION 
Attorney No. 179334 
Galtier Plaza, Suite 201 
380 Jacl<son Street 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 297-1857 

, 
r' ,/5/k: * ~ A & Y  

BETTY M!SHAW 
ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF 
LAWYERS PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Attorney No. 130904 
1500 Landmark Towers 
345 St. Peter Street 
St. Paul, MN 55102-1218 
(651) 296-3952 

5 



The Minnesota Rules on Lawyer Registration 

PREAMBLE 

Admission to the bar of the State of Mim~esota, disciplinary proceedings, and 

continuing legal education for members of the legal profession shall be cond~~cted iri 

accordance wit11 rules promulgated by this court. 

RULE 1. DEFINITIONS 

A. "Active Status" means a lawyer or judge wlio (i) has paid the applicable 

required lawyer registration fee for t l~e  current yeal; (ii) is in compliance with the 

requirements of the Minl~esota State Board of Continuing Legal Education or of 

continuing judicial education, (iii) is not disbarred, suspended or 011 permanent 

disability status pursuant to Rule 28 of the Rules 011 Lawyers Professional 

Responsibility, and (iv) is in compliance with Rule 1.15(i), Minnesota Rules of 

Professional Conduct (MRPC). A lawyer or judge on active stah~s is in good standing 

and is autl~orized to practice law in tl~is state. 

B. "Inactive Status" means a lawyer or judge who has elected to be on 

inactive stahls pursuant to Rule 2C1,2C2, 2C3 or 2C4 of tl~ese Rules and who meets the 

criteria set fort11 in subparts (ii) through (iv) in the definition of Active Stah~s, above. A 

lawyer or judge on inactive status is in good standing but is not autl~orized to practice 

law in this state. 

C. "Judge" means any judicial officer, referee or other hearing officer 

employed in the judicial branch of the State of Minnesota. 

D. "Lawyer" means a person admitted to practice law in this state pursuant 

to the Rules for Admission to the Bar. 

E. "Lawyer Registration Statement" means a document prepared by the 

Lawyer Registration Office that informs a lawyer or judge of the lawyer registration fee 

Appendix A. 



due  and oil wliicli tlie lawyer or judge can certify tile lawyer or judge's status and 

compliance w i t h  Rule 1.15(i), MRPC. 

F. "Non-Compliant Status" means a lawyer or judge who lias not  me t  all the 

criteria to b e  on Active Status or Inactive Status. A lawyer or judge who is o n  

11011-complia11t status is not  i n  good standing and is not  authorized t o  practice law i ~ i  

this state. 

RULE 2. REGISTRATION FEE 

A. Required Fee. 

In order t o  defray the expenses o f  examinations and investigation for admission 

to tlie bar and disciplinary proceedings, t o  defray expenses of administering continuing 

legal education, to provide a n  adequate client security f ~ ~ n d ,  t o  help f ~ m d  legal services 

programs and to lielp fund a lawyers assistance program, each lawyer admitted to 

practice law i n  this state and each judge mus t  pay to the Lawyer Registration Of f i ce  an 

annual registration fee. 

B. Active Status. 

E,acli lawyer a11d judge m u s t  pay an amiual registration fee of $218 or such lesser 

s u m  as is set forth i n  tile followiiig sections. 

1. Active Status - Income Less Than $25,000. 

A lawyer or judge o n  active stat~ls  w h o  certifies that tlie lawyer's or judge's gross 

income from all sources, excluding the income o f  a spouse, is less than $25,000 per year 

m u s t  pay an annual registration fee o f  $193. 

2. Active Status - Lawyers on Fulltime Military Duty. 

A lawyer or judge on f ~ ~ l l t i m e  du ty  in the armed forces of the United States shall 

pay an ani1~1a1 registration fee of $107. 



3. Active Status - Lawyers on Fulltime Military Duty - Income Less Than 

$25,000. 

A lawyer or judge on fulltime duty in the ar~ned forces of the United States who 

certifies t l~at  the lawyer's or judge's gross income from all sources, excluding the 

income of a spouse, is less t l~an $25,000 per year, shall pay an annual registration fee of 

$82. 

4. Active Status - L,awyers Admitted Fewer Than Three Years. 

A lawyer or judge who has been admitted to practice law in Minnesota or in any 

otl~er jurisdiction fewer than three years shall pay an aiulual registration fee of $97. 

5. Active Status - Lawyers Admitted Fewer Than Three Years - Income 

Less Than $25,000. 

A lawyer or judge who llas been admitted to practice law in Minnesota or in any 

other jurisdiction fewer than three years who certifies that the lawyer's or judge's gross 

income from all sources, excluding the income of a spouse, is less than $25,000 per year 

sliall pay an alu~ual registration fee of $84.50. 

C. Inactive Statuses. 

1. Inactive Status - Out-of-State. 

A lawyer who files wit11 the Lawyer Registration Office on or before the date the 

lawyer's registration fee is due an affidavit stating that (i) the lawyer is a permanent 

resident of a state otl~er than Miru~esota, (ii) is currently in good standing, (iii) does not 

hold judicial office UI this state and (iv) is not engaged in t l~e  practice of law in tl~is state, 

shall pay an annual registration fee of $179. 

2. Inactive Status - Minnesota. 

A lawyer who files wit11 the Lawyer Registration Office on or before the date the 

lawyer's registration fee is due an affidavit stating that the lawyer (i) is a resident of the 

State of Minnesota, (ii) is currently in good standing, (iii) does not hold judicial office in 



tliis state and (iv) is not engaged in tlie practice of law in tliis state, shall pay an annual 

registration fee of $179. 

3. Inactive - Retired Status. 

A lawyer or judge who files with tlie Lawyer Registration Office a Retirement 

Affidavit stating tliat tlie lawyer or judge (i) is currently on active or inactive status, 

(ii) does not hold judicial office in this state, (iii) is not engaged in tlie practice of law in 

tliis state, (iv) is at least 62 years of age and (v) is retired from any gainful employment, 

is exempt from payment of any registration fee during tlie period of t l~e  lawyer's or 

judge's retirement. A Retirement Affidavit, once filed, is effective for eacli succeeding 

year unless tlie lawyer or j~ldge transfers to active status pursuant to section C5 of tliis 

Rule. 

4. Permanent Disability Status. 

A lawyer or judge who files with tlie Lawyer Registration Office a Disability 

Affidavit stating tliat the lawyer or judge (i) is currently on active or inactive status, 

(ii) does not hold judicial office in this state, (iii) is not engaged in tlie practice of law in 

this state and (iv) is totally disabled, is exempt from payment of any registration fee 

during tlie period of tlie lawyer's or judge's disability. A Disability Affidavit, once 

filed, is effective for each succeeding year uliless tlie lawyer or judge transfers to active 

s tah~s  p~lrsuant to section C5 of this Rule. 

5. Transfer from Inactive Status to Active Status. 

A lawyer or judge who is on inactive status must, prior to practicing law or 

assuming judicial responsibilities, (i) promptly notify tlie Lawyer Registration Office, 

(ii) complete a lawyer registration statement, (iii) pay tlie applical3le registration fee, 

(iv) complete all continuing legal education (CLE,) req~~irements and be transferred to 

CLE active stah~s, and (v) comply with Rule 1.15(i), MRPC. 



D. Allocation of Fees. 

Fees paid pursuant to this rule are allocated according to the following schedule: 

(I) Payments of $218 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Examiners; 

$8 to the State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

$122 to the Lawyers Professional Responsibility Board; 

$12 to the Client Security Fund; 

$50 to t11e Legal Services Advisory Committee; and 

$8 to the Lawyer Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. 

(2) Payments of $193 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Examiners; 

$8 to the State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

$122 to the Lawyers Professional Responsibility Board; 

$12 to the Client Security Fund; 

$25 to the Legal Services Advisory Committee; and 

e $8 to the Lawyer Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. 

(3) Payments of $179 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Exan~iners; 

$8 to the State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

$83 to the Lawyers Professional Responsibility Board; 

$12 to the Client Security Fund; 

$50 to the Legal Services Advisory Committee; and 

$8 to t11e Lawyer Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. 



(4) Payments o f  $107 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board o f  Law Examiners; 

$7 t o  tlie State Board o f  Continuing Legal Education; 

$24 t o  the Lawyers Professional Responsibility Board; 

$50 t o  tlie Legal Services Advisory Committee; and 

$8 to tlie Lawyer Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. 

(5) Payments of $82 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to tlie State Board o f  Law Examiners; 

$7 t o  tlie State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

$24 t o  the Lawyers Professional Responsibility Board; 

$25 t o  the Legal Services Advisory Committee; and 

$8 to the Lawyer Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. 

(6) Payments of  $97 are allocated as follows: 

e $18 to the State Board o f  Law Examiners; 

$8 t o  the State Board o f  Continuing Legal Education; 

$26 to the Lawyers Professional Responsibility Board; 

$12 to the Client Security Fund; 

$25 to the Legal Services Advisory Committee; and 

$8 t o  the Lawyer Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. 

(7) Payments o f  $84.50 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board o f  Law Examiners; 

$8 to the State Board o f  Continuing Legal Education; 

$26 to tlie Lawyers Professional Responsibility Board; 

$12 to tlie Client Security Fund; 



$12.50 t o  tlie Legal Services Advisory Committee; and 

$8 to the Lawyer Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. 

E. D u e  Date. 

Fees ~ u ~ d e r  this Rule are due  and payable on or before tlie first day of January, 

April, Ju ly  or October o f  eacli year as requested b y  tlie Lawyer Registration Of f ice .  

F. Notification o f  Fee Due. 

T h e  Lawyer Registration Of f ice  must ,  annually one m o n t l ~  prior to the date due, 

mail a lawyer registration statement to eacli lawyer and judge then in good standing 

except those w h o  have elected inactive retired status pursuant t o  section C3, above, or 

inactive disability status pursuant to section C4, above. A lawyer registration statement 

mus t  b e  mailed to the lawyer's or judge's address o n  file wit11 the Lawyer Registration 

Of f ice .  Failure to receive a Lawyer Registration notice sl~all not  excuse payment of the 

fee. 

G. Obligation t o  N o t i f y  o f  Address Change. 

Every lawyer or judge m u s t  immediately not i fy  tlie Lawyer Registration Of f i ce  of 

any cliange o f  address. 

H. Penalty for Failure to C o m p l y  - Non-Compliant  Status - Administrative 

Suspension. 

A lawyer or judge w h o  fails to meet  all of the criteria to be  on either active or 

inactive status is placed on non-compliant status and the riglit to  practice law i n  this 

state is automatically suspended. A lawyer or judge o n  non-compliant status is not  i n  

good standing. A lawyer or judge o n  non-compliant status m u s t  not  practice law in this 

state, m u s t  not  hold out  himself or herself as authorized t o  practice or i n  any manner 

represent tliat h e  or she is qualified or authorized t o  practice law while on 

non-compliant status. A n y  lawyer or judge w h o  violates this rule is subject to all tlie 

penalties and remedies provided b y  law for tlie ~lnauthorized practice of law i n  the 



State of Minnesota. It is the duty of each judge to enjoin persons who are not on active 

status from appearing and practicing law in that judge's court. 

I. Reinstatement. 

A lawyer or judge who is on non-compliant stah~s, who seeks to be reinstated to 

active status or inactive status, must (i) notify the Lawyer Registration Office, 

(ii) complete a lawyer registration statement, (iii) pay all delinquent registration fees, 

(iv) pay the applicable registration fee for the current year, (v) pay a late penalty of $75, 

(vi) complete all CLE requirements and be transferred to CLE active status, and 

(vii) comply with Rule 1.15(i), MRPC. The Lawyer Registration Office may, in hardship 

cases, waive payment of delinquent lawyer registration fees and late penalties. All late 

penalty payments are allocated to t l~e  Lawyer Registration Office to defray registration 

costs. 

RULE 3. LICENSE 

A. Upon payment of the lawyer registration fee, the Lawyer Registration 

Office must issue and mail to the lawyer or judge a license card showing the license 

status of the lawyer or judge. 

B. Upon request and the payment of a fee of $25, the Lawyer Registration 

Office must provide to any lawyer or judge a certificate of active status and good 

standing, provided the lawyer or judge is entitled to the same. 

RULE 4. SPECIAL FUND 

All money collected from applicants for admission to t l~e bar or as an annual 

registration fee or as payment for a certificate of active status and good standing as 

provided herein shall be deposited in a special f ~ ~ n d ,  as desired by this court, and shall 

be disbursed therefrom only upon vouchers signed by a member of this court. 



RUL.E. 5. NONRESIDENT COUNSEL 

Nothing herein shall prevent any court in this state from granting special 

permission to nonresident counsel to appear and participate in a particular action or 

proceeding in association wit11 an autllorized lawyer of this state. 

RIJLE 6. [RESE,RVED FOR FUTURE USE] 

RULE 7. ACCESS TO LAWYER REGISTRATION RECORDS 

Lawyer registration records are accessil>le only as provided in this rule. 

A. Public Inquiry Concerning Specific Lawyer. Upon inquiry, the Lawyer 

Registration Office may disclose to the public the name, address, admission date, 

continuing legal education category, current stah~s, and license number of a registered 

lawyer or judge, provided that each inquiry and disclosure is limited to a single 

registered lawyer or judge. 

B. Publicly Available List. The Lawyer Registration Office may also 

disclose to the public a complete list of the name, city, and zip code of all registered 

lawyers and judges. 

C. Lists Available to Continuing Legal Education Providers and the Courts. 

Upon written request and payment of the required fee, the Lawyer Registration Office 

may disclose to a bona fide continuing legal education business a complete list of the 

name, address, admission date, continuing legal education category, current stah~s, and 

license number of all registered lawyers and judges. Tlle Lawyer Registration Office 

may also disclose the same information to a court or judicial district solely for use in 

updating mailing addresses of lawyers and judges to be included in a judicial 

evaluation program. 

D. Trust Account Information. Trust account information submitted by 

lawyers and judges as part of the lawyer registration process is not accessible to the 

public except as provided in the Rules of Lawyer Trust Account Board. 



T h e  Minnesota Rules o n  Lawyer Registration 

=-PREAMBLE 

Admission t o  t l ~ e  bar o f  the State of Minnesota, disciplinary proceedings, and 

continuing legal education for members of t l ~ e  legal profession sl~all b e  conducted i n  

accordance & witfi rules promulgated b y  this court. 

RULE 1. DEFINITIONS 

A. "Active Status" means a lawyer or judge who ( i )  has paid t l ~ e  applicable 

required lawver registration fee for the current vear, (ii) is i n  compliance wi th  the 

requirements o f  the Minnesota State Board o f  Continuing Legal Education or o f  

continuing iudicial education. (iii) is not  disbarred, suspended or on permanent 

disabilitv stahls pursuant t o  Rule 28 o f  t l ~ e  R ~ ~ l e s  o n  Lawvers Professional 

Responsibilitv, and ( i v )  is i n  compliance wi th  Rule 1.15(i), Minnesota Rules o f  

Professional Conduct (MRPC). A lawver or iudce o n  active status is i n  cood standing 

and is authorized to practice law i n  this state. 

B. "Inactive Status" means a lawyer or iudge who has elected to b e  on 

inactive status pursuant to Rule 2C1, 2C2, 2C3 or 2C4 o f  these Rules and w h o  meets  t l ~ e  

criteria set forth i n  subparts (ii) through ( i v )  i n  the definition of Active Status, above. A 

lawyer or i u d ~ e  o n  inactive status is i n  good standing bu t  is not  authorized to practice 

law i n  t l ~ i s  state. 

C. "Tudge" nleans anv judicial officer, referee or other hearing officer 

emvloved i n  tlie iudicial brancl~ o f  the State o f  Minnesota. 

D. "Lawyer" means a person admitted to practice law i n  this state pursuant 

t o  the Rules for Admission to the Bar. 

E. "Lawver Registration Statement" means a document prepared bv the 

Lawver Registration Of f ice  that in forms a lawver or i u d ~ e  of the lawver registration fee 

Appendix  B. 



d u e  and on which the lawver or i ~ ~ d ~ e  can certifv the lawyer or judge's status and 

compliance wit11 Rule 1.15(i), MRPC. 

F. "Non-Compliant Status" means a lawver or iudge w h o  has not  me t  all the 

criteria t o  be  on Active Status or Inactive Status. A lawver or iudge w h o  is  o n  

non-comvliant status is not  i n  good standing and is not  authorized t o  practice law i n  

this state. 

RIJLE 2. REGISTRATION FEE 

A. Reauired Fee. 

I n  order to defray the expenses of examillations and investigation for admission 

to the bar and disciplinary proceedings, 
. . 1 to defray expenses of 

administering continuing legal education, to provide an adequate client securitv fund ,  

t o  help f ~ l n d  legal services prograins and t o  help fund a lawyers assistance program, 

each c&ewey lawver admitted to practice law in this state and 

each iudge -'.-'U.-..-:..,Fe-,& pay to t l ~ e  

-Lawyer Repistration Of f i ce  an 

annual repistration fee. 



s&ks 
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B. Active Status. 

Each lawver and iudci-e must vav all a~uiual registration fee of $218 or such lesser 

sum as is set fort11 in the followina sections. 



1. Active Status - Income Less Than $25,000. 

A lawver or judge oil active status who certifies that the lawyer's or iud~e's  gross 

income from all sources, excluding the income of a svouse, is less than $25,000 ver vear 

must vav an annual registration fee of $193. 

I?. 



2. Active Status - Lawyers on Fulltime Military Duty. 

A lawver or iudge on fulltime duty in the armed forces of the United States sllall 

pav an annual registration fee of $107. 

E. 

3. Active Status - Lawyers on Fulltime Militarv Dutv - Income Less Than 

$25,000. 

A lawver or i u d ~ e  on fulltime dutv in the armed forces of the United States who 

certifies that the lawyer's or iudge's gross income from all sources, excluding - the 

income of a spouse, is less tl~an $25,000 per vear, shall vav an annual registration fee of 

$82 

4. Active Status - Lawyers Admitted Fewer Than Three Years. 

A lawver or judge who has been admitted to practice law in Mi~vlesota or in any 

other iurisdiction fewer tllan three vears shall uav an alu~ual repistration fee of $97. 

5. Active Status - Lawyers Admitted Fewer Than Three Years - Income 

Less Than $25,000. 

A lawver or iudge who has been admitted to practice law in Milu~esota or in anv 

other iurisdiction fewer than three vears who certifies that the lawver's or iudpe's gross - 

income from all sources, excluding the income of a spouse, is less tl~an $25,000 per vear 

shall vav an amlual registration fee of $84.50. 



C. Inactive Statuses. 

1. Inactive Status - Out-of-State. 

A lawver w l ~ o  files w i th  the Lawver Repistration Of f i ce  o n  or before the date the 

lawver's registration fee is d u e  an affidavit stat in^ that ( i )  the lawver is a permanent 

resident of a state otlier than Miluiesota, (ii)  is currentlv i n  good - standing, (iii) does not  

hold iudicial o f f ice  i n  tliis state and ( i v )  is not  engaged i n  tlie vractice o f  law i n  this state, 

sl~all v a v  an annual registration fee o f  $179. 

2. Inactive Status - Minnesota. 

A lawver who files wit11 the Lawver Registration Of f ice  o n  or before the date the 

lawver's registration fee is due  an affidavit stating that tlie lawver ( i )  is a resident of the 

State o f  Minnesota, (ii)  is currentlv in good standing, (iii) does not  hold iudicial of f ice i n  

this state and ( i v )  is not  engaeed i n  the vractice o f  law i n  tliis state, shall v a v  an annual 

registration fee o f  $179. 

3. Inactive - Retired Status. 

A lawver or iudve w h o  files wit11 the Lawver Re~istrat ion Of f ice  a Retirement 

Af f idavi t  stat in^ - that t l ~ e  lawver or iudge ( i )  is currentlv on active or inactive status, 

[ii) does not  hold judicial o f f ice  i n  this state, (iii) is not  engaged in the vractice o f  law i n  

this state, ( iv )  is at least 62 years o f  acre and (v)  is retired f rom any gainful emvlovment ,  

is exemvt  f rom vavment  o f  anv registration fee duruig t11e period of the lawver's or 

judge's retirement. A Retirement Af f idavi t ,  once filed, is ef fect ive for each succeeding 

year unless t11e lawver or iudcre transfels to active stahis pursuant to section C5 o f  this 

Rulel 

4. Permanent Disability Status. 

A lawver or judge w h o  files wit11 the Lawver Registration Of f i ce  a Disability 

Af f idavi t  stating that the lawver or judge ( i )  is currentlv on active or inactive s tah~s ,  

(ii)  does not  hold iudicial of f ice in this state, (iii) is not  engaged i n  the vractice o f  law i n  

this state and ( i v )  is totallv disabled, is exemvt  f rom vavment  of anv repistration fee 



during - the period o f  t l ~ e  lawver's or iudge's - disabilitv. A Disabilitv Aff idavit ,  once 

filed, is ef fect ive for each succeedinp vear unless the lawver or judge transfers t o  active 

status vursuant to section C5 o f  this Rule. 

5. Transfer f r o m  Inactive Status t o  Active Status. 

A lawver or i u d ~ e  - who is on inactive status must ,  vrior t o  practiciny law or 

assuming - .  iudicial resvonsibilities. ( i )  vromvt lv  noti fv  the Lawver Reyistration Of f ice ,  

(ii)  comvlete a lawver registration statement, (iii) v a v  the avvlicable registration fee, 

( i v )  complete all col~tinuing - legal - education (CLE) renuirements and b e  transferred to 

CLE active status, and (v)  comvly w i th  Rule 1.15(i). MRPC. 

D. Allocation o f  Fees. 

Fees vaid pursuant to this rule are allocated according to the following scl~edule: 

i l l  Pavments of $218 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board o f  Law Examiners; 

e $8 to the State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

$122 to the Lawvers Professional Responsibilitv Board; 

$12 to the Client Securitv Fund; 

$50 to the Legal Services Advisorv Committee; and 

$8 to the Lawver Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

pl.ograrn. - 

(2 )  Pavments of $193 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Examiners; 

$8 to the State Board of C o n t i n ~ ~ i n g  Legal Education; 

$122 to t l ~ e  Lawvers Professional Resvonsibilitv Board; 

• $12 to the Client Securitv Fund; 

$25 to the Legal Services Advisory Committee; and . $8 to t l ~ e  Lawver Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. - 



(3) Pavments of $179 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Examiners; 

$8 to the State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

$83 to the Lawvels Professional Resvonsibilitv Board; 

$12 to the Client Security Fund; 

$50 to the Legal Services Advisory Committee; and 

o $8 to tlie Lawver Trust Account Board for a lawvers assistance 

program. 

(4) Pavments of $107 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Examiners; 

$7 to the State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

$24 to the Lawvers Professional Resvonsibilitv Board; 

e $50 to the L e ~ a l  Services Advisorv Committee; and 

m $8 to the Lawver Trust Account Board for a lawvers assistance 

program. - 
/5) Pavments of $82 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Examinels; 

$7 to the State Board of Continuin? Legal Education; 

$24 to the Lawvers Professional Resvonsibilitv Board; 

$25 to the Legal Services Advisorv Committee; and 

$8 to the Lawver Trust Account Board for a lawyers assistance 

program. - 

(6) Pavments of $97 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Examiners; 

$8 to the State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

$26 to the Lawvers Professional Responsibilitv Board: 

$12 to the Client Security Fund; 



$25 to the Legal Services Advisorv Committee; and 

$8 to the Lawver Trust Account Board for a lawvers assistance 

program. - 
(7) Pavments of $84.50 are allocated as follows: 

$18 to the State Board of Law Examiners; 

$8 to the State Board of Continuing Legal Education; 

$26 to the Lawvers Professional Resvonsibilitv Board; 

$12 to the Client Security Fund; 

$12.50 to the Legal Services Advisorv Committee; and 

o $8 to the Lawyer Trust Account Board for a lawvers assistance 

program. 

E. Due Date. 

Fees under tlus Rule are due and uavable on or before the first dav of Tanuar~ 

April, Tuly or October of each vear as reauested bv the Lawver Repistration Office. 

RXTC 3. ?ExT- 



F. Notification of Fee Due. 

. . p r \ n r , 1 1 e  

Lawver Registration Office s&w&n&4 must, annuallv one month prior to t l~e  date due, 
. . .  

mail a lawyer registration statement to each m&w&d lawver and judge then 

w i n  eood - standing except those w11o have elected inactive 

retired status pursuant to section C3, above, or inactive disabilitv status pursuant to 

section C4, a b o v e c  

A lawver registration - statement must be mailed to the lawyer's or iudge's address 011 

file wit11 the Lawyer Registration Office. Failure to receive fttfk a Lawver Registration 

notice shall not excuse payment of fttfk & fee. 

G .  Obligation to Notify of Address Change. 

Every lawyer or i u d ~ e  skall must immediately notify the M 

#hisex& Lawyer Registration Office of any change of address. 

H. Penalty for Failure to Comply - Non-Compliant Status - Administrative 

Suspension. 

A lawyer or judge who fails to meet all of the criteria to be on either active or 

inactive stahis is placed on non-compliant stahls and the right to practice law in this 

state is automaticallv susvended. A lawyer or iudge on non-compliant status is not in 

good standing. A lawver or iudee on non-compliant stahls must not practice law in this 

state, must not hold out himself or herself as autl~orized to practice or in anv manner 

represent that he or she is oualified or autl~orized to practice law wlule 011 non- 

compliant status. Anv lawver or judge who violates this rule is subiect to all the 

penalties and remedies provided by law for the unautl~orized vractice of law in the 

State of Milu~esota. It is the duty of eacl~ iudne to enioin persons who are not on active 

status from avvearing and practicing law in that iudge's court. 



W - S T L ' T m  

I. Reinstatement. 

A lawver or iudge who is 01th non-comvliant status, 
. . 

who seeks t o  be  reinstated 

t o  active status or inactive status, mus t  (i) not i fy  tlthe Lawver Registration Of f ice ,  

(ii)  comvlete a lawver registration statement, (iii) payme&-& all delinquent registration 
. . fees&, ( i v )  v a v  the avvlicable registration fee for athe current vear, (v)  v a v  a affatkeftttl 

late penalty ftt~t of f$5M75f, (v i )  comvlete all CLE requirements and be  

transferred to CLE active status, and (vii) comvlv  w i t h  Rule 1.15(i). MRPC. Tkiffettfl: 

Tithe Lawver Registration Of f ice  may,  i n  l~ardship  cases, waive payment of delinquent 

lawver registratio11 fees and late penalties. All late penalty payments skaKbe are 

allocated to tlthe Lawyer Repistration Of f ice  t o  defray 

& registratio11 costs. 

RULE 63. 42WWGNX LICENSE 

A. U p o n  payment of the lawver registration fee, the - 

Ch&s Lawver Registration Of f i ce  skaU: must issue and dd&w to the p w m ~  

lawver or iudae a ee&&ek . license card -e 
. . .  showing 0 

. . ~ tithe liclicee stahis of  the 

lawver or iudge. 

B. Upo~th reouest and tlthe vavment  o f  a fee o f  $25, the Lawver Repistration 

Of f ice  m u s t  provide to anv lawver or judge a certificate o f  active status and good 

standing, provided the lawver or iudae is entitled to tlthe same. 

RULE 74_. SPECIAL FUND 

All m o n e y  collected f rom applicants for admission to tlthe bar or as an arulual 

registration fee or as vavment  for a certificate o f  active status and good standing as 



provided herein sliall be  deposited b.p-tke derk in a special fund,  as desired b y  this 

court, and shall be  disbursed t l~ere f rom only u p o n  vouchers signed b y  a member of tliis 

court. 

RULE 85. NONRESIDENT COUNSEL 

Nothing herein sl~all prevent any court in this state f r o m  granting special 

permission to nonresident counsel to appear and participate i n  a particular action or 

proceeding i n  association wi th  an authorized a&mey lawyer o f  tlus state. 

RULE 6 .  IRESERVED FOR FUTURE USE1 

RULE 97. ACCESS TO .ATTQAIVEY. LAWYER REGISTRATION RECORDS 

A-thwy Lawyer registration records skall-be a accessible only as provided in 

this rule. 

A. Public Inquiry Concerning Specific Memey Lawyer. U p o n  inquiry, the 

Lawver Registration Of f ice  m a y  disclose to tile public the 

name, address, admission date, continuing legal education category, current status, and 

license number o f  a registered &@mey lawyer or iudge, provided that each inquiry and 

disclosure is limited to a single registered a&mey lawyer or iudge. 

B. Publicly Available List. T h e  Gedt Lawver Registration Of f i ce  m a y  also 

disclose to the public a complete list o f  the name, city, and zip code o f  all registered 

akhwwys lawvers and iudges. 

C. Lists Available to Continuing Legal Education Providers and the Courts. 

U p o n  written request and payment o f  the required fee, tlie U e k  Lawver Registration 

Office m a y  disclose to a bona fide continuing legal education business a complete list o f  

the name, address, admission date, continuing legal education categoly, c~irrent s tah~s ,  

and license number of all registered a # e m y s  lawvers and judges. T h e  C2k-k Lawver 

Repistration Of f ice  m a y  also disclose tlie same information to a court or judicial district 



solely for use in updating mailing addresses of at.t.efftegYj lawvers and i u d ~ e s  to be 

included in a judicial evaluation program. 

D. Trust Account Information. Trust account information submitted by 

&hiwp lawvers and i u d ~ e s  as part of the a&kemey lawyer registration process is not 

accessible to the public except as provided in the Rules of Lawyer Trust Account Board 


