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In the Matter of the Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson
First Judicial District

Carver County F'LED
Case No. 10-PA-16-46 : JUN 21 2016
CARVER COUNTY COURTS

AFFIDAVIT OF p\’\‘)(\\ Sevoard

Under oath, ! respond to the questions below as follows:

1. What is your full name? pr('.\ LOSNouh Seword

2. What is your birth date? }\\x’\\ \0) \AgS

3. Where were you born? “¥5( N\'\ng\o‘m' Alcoomo

4. Please provide a certified copy of your birth certificate. .

5. What are the full names of your biological parents? LO{{oune W ¢ i Tonh Somveld
6. Were your biological parents married when you were born? (If yes, answer the subparts below.) NO

a. When were your parents married? ) f\ —

b. Where were your parents married? W | 1o

¢. What was your biological mother's maiden name? 30\WC d

d. Please provide a certified copy of your parents’ marriage certificate or other proof of marriage. 1\)} A

e. Were your parents divorced? If so, please provide the date of the divorce and a certified copy of the
divorce decree or other proof of divorce. V) A

7. Were your biological parents married after you were born? (If yes, answer the subparts below.) N/ B
a. When were your parents married? N A

b. Where were your parents married? N} f

¢. What was your biclogical mother’s maiden name? Nj A

d. Did the man who married your biological mother acknowledge his paternity of you in writing filed
with a state registrar of vital records? N) o

e. Was the man who married your biological mother named as your father on your birth record with his

consent? N} f

f. Was the man who married your biological mother obligated to support you under a written voluntary
promise or by court order? N| A

g. Please provide a certified copy of your parents’ marriage certificate or other proof of marriage. N | P(

h. Were your parents divorced? If so, please provide the date of the divorce and a certified copy of the
divorce decree or other proof of divorce. \\ J &

RECEIVED .
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8. If your parents were not married when you were born, had they attempted to marry each other by a
marriage solemnized in apparent compliance with law, although the attempted marriage is or could be
declared void, voidable or otherwise invalid? (If yes, answer the subparts below.) N’ Q

a. What was the date of the atterﬁpted marriage? \| | it
b. Where did the attempted marriage take place? N | &
c. Please provide proof of the atteMpted marriage. N ]?&

d. If the invalid marriage was terminated by death, annulment, declaration of invalidity, dissolution or
. . » . . A
divorce, please provide the date of the termination and any proof of such termination. N |

9. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man receive you into his home and openly
hold you out as his biological child? If yes, please name the man and provide details and other evidence
(e.g. sworn statements, photographs, documents) to support your answer. / P

10. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man and your biological mother
acknowledge the man’s paternity of you in a writing signed by both of them under Minn. Stat. § 257.34
(copy attached) and filed with the state registrar of vital records? If yes, please provide a certified copy
of such writing. N | A

11. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man and your biological mother execute a
recognition of parentage of you pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 257.75 (copy attached)? If yes, please provide
a certified copy of such recognition of parentage. N ]Pr

12. 1s any other man presumed to be your father under any of the presumptions found in Minn. Stat. §
257.55 (copy attached)? If yes, please provide details, and also whether the other man signed a written
consent if your father and mother signed a written acknowledgment of paternity under Request No 10

above. N |

13. Was your biological mother married to any man other than your biological father when you were
born or within 280 days before your birth? N | )

14, Does a judgment or order exist determining a parent and child relationship between you and one or
more parents? If so, please provide details and a certified copy of such judgment or order. N | f

15. Detail the actions taken by you to confirm that the responses to the above requests are true and
accurate. N’p,

16. If you contend additional information is needed or should be considered by the Special
Administrator to support your claim to be an heir, please provide such information.

Response: | am a descendant of Virginia Nelson Thompson, the sister of Clarence Nelson, the great
grandfather of the Decedent.

Under penalties for perjury, | declare that | have read this document and | know or believe its
representations are true and complete.



10-PR-16-46 Filed in First Judicial District Court
7/20/2016 3:03:38 PM
Carver County, MN

6/21/2016 9:31 AM Scanned by Carver County Court Administration

potess |0=94Z01b W%J

A iant

A@( { \ SP\/)"YC{

o P_rintbd Name

State of: \ ) O~

County of: _ eV lnd

Before me thls% day o&UY‘Q 201‘/QD(L\\LWQC)\ appeared before and being sworn,

s:gned this Affidavit.

CM&MN\)

NOTARY

i ~ \\\ s ) "//
My Commission expires: \ q 0/(0[" S e o ;.’._’f,,
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This is an official certified copy of the original record filed in the Canter of Health
Statistics, Alabama Department of Public Health, Montgomery, Alabama. 2009-225-090-0

April 20, 2009 Catherine Molchan Donald
’ State Registrar of Vital Statistics
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June 22, 2016

Via Email

April Seward

129 Enclave Ave
Calera, AL 35040
alseward@hotmail.com

Re:  Affidavit of April Lashaun Seward

Dear Ms. Seward:

Thank you for submitting the Affidavit of April Lashaun Seward.

With respect to the Protocol adopted by the Court, the Special Administrator’s goal is to apply existing
Minnesota law equally to all persons claiming to potentially be an heir of the Prince Rogers Nelson
(the “Decedent”) in order to accurately identify the Decedent’s heirs. Such relevant law includes the

Minnesota Probate Code (Minn. Stat. Ch. 524), the Minnesota Parentage Act (Minn. Stat. §§ 257.01
through 257.75) and Minnesota common law.

Under Minnesota law, if it is determined that Decedent is not the father of any living children (or their
descendants), then Decedent’s siblings and half-siblings (and descendants of any deceased siblings and
half-siblings) may be determined to be heirs, in the event no Will is found. Minn. Stat. § 524.2-103(3).
To be a sibling or half-sibling, a person must share at least one genetic parent with Decedent. Id.
Because they were married when Decedent was born, Mattie Della (Shaw) (“Mattie”) and John Lewis
Nelson (“John”) are presumed to be Decedent’s genetic parents. Minn. Stat. § 257.55, subd. 1(a).!
Only a very limited group of persons have standing to challenge that presumption, and, in any event,
the time to make such a challenge passed long ago. Minn. Stat. § 257.57, subd. 1(b). As such, there is
an irrebuttable presumption that John and Mattie are Decedent’s genetic parents. /d.; Minn. Stat.

§ 524.1-201(22) and (23); see also In re Estate of Jotham, 722 N.W.2d 447, 455-56 (2006). Thus, to
potentially qualify as an heir of Decedent as a sibling or half-sibling, the claimant must be a
descendant of either Mattie or John (or both). Under Minnesota law, if there are heirs of an intestate
decedent at the level of sibling or half sibling, then relatives at more distant familial levels (such as
cousins) are excluded as heirs to the estate.

1 Further, as part of Mattie and John’s divorce, a Minnesota court adjudicated that they were
Decedent’s parents.

150 SOUTH FIFTH STREET, SUITE 2300 « MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402
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The materials you provided under oath do not provide any bases that you are a child, sibling or a half-
sibling of the Decedent. Consequently, it is the Special Administrator’s determination that the evidence
you have presented is insufficient to warrant genetic testing.

Very truly yours,

STINSON LEONARD STREET LLP

David R. Crg
DRC:mp

cc: Laura Krishnan, Esq.
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