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STATE OF MINN ES OTA 

COUNTY OF CARVER 

In Re: 
Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson, 

Deceased. 

STATE OF MISSOURI ) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF JACKSON ) 

Filed in First Judicial District Court 
7/20/2016 3:03:38 PM 

Carver County, MN 

DISTRICT COURT 
PROBATE DIVISION 

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Court File No,: 10-PR-16-46 

Judge Eide 

AFFIDAVIT 

Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared Venita Jackson Leverettc, 

who, being by me duly sworn and deposed as follows: 

My name is Venita Jackson Levcrette. I am of sound mind, capable of making this affidavit, 

personafly acquaintad with the facts herein stated, and they are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge, 

1. What is your full legal name? Venita Giselle Jackson Leverette 

2. What is your binh date? February 2, 1958 

3. Where were you born? Jackson County, Missouri 

4. Please provide a certified copy of your birth celfificate. Attached as Exhibit A 

5. What are the fill names of your biological parents? Neil Jackson and Alfred B. 
Jackson, Sr. 

6, Were your biological parents manicd when you were born? (If yes, answer the subparts 
below) 

a. When were your parents married? December 8, 1956 

13. Where were your parents married? Jackson County, Missouri
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c. What was your biological mother’s maiden name? Markham 

d. Please provide a certified copy of your parents’ marriage certificate 01' other proof 
of maniage. Attached as Exhibit B 

6. Were your parents divorced? If so, please provide the date of the divorce and a 
certified copy of the divorce decree 01' other proof of divorce. June 25, 1958, 
attached as Exhibit C 

7. Were your biological parents married after you were born? (If yes, answer below) No 

a. When were your parents married? Not applicable 

b. Where were your parents married? Not applicable 

c. What was your biological mother’s maiden name? Not applicable 

(1. Did the man who mauied your biological mother acknowledge his paternity of 
you in wn'ting filed with a state registrar of Vital records? Not applicable 

6. Was the man who married your biological mother named as yom father on your 
bilfll record with his consent? Not applicable 

f. Was the man who married your biological mother obligated to support you under 
a written voluntary promise or by court order? Not applicable 

g. Please provide a certified copy of your parents; marriage celfificate or other proof 
of man‘iagc. Not applicable 

h. Were your parents divorced? If so, please provide the date of the divorce and a 
certified copy of the divorce decree 01' other proof of divorce. Not applicable 

8, If your parents were not married when you were bom, had they attempted to many each 
other by a marriage solemnized in apparent compliance with law, although the attempted 
maniage is 01' could be declared void, voidable or otherwise invalid? Not applicable 

a. What was the date of the attempted marriage? Not applicable 

b. Where did the attempted marriage take place? Not applicable 

0. Please provide proof of the attempted marriage. Not applicable 

d. If the invalid mam'age was terminated by death, annulment, declaration of 
invalidity, dissolution or divorce, please provide the date of the termination and 
any proof of such tennination, Not applicable
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9. If your parents did not many or attempt to marry, did any man receive you into his home 
and openly hold you out as his biological child? If yes, please name the man and provide 
details and other evidence (e.g. sworn statements, photographs, documents) to support 
your answer. Not applicable 

10. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man and your biological 
mother acknowledge the man’s patemity of you in a writing signed by both of them 
under Minn. Stat § 257.34 (copy attached) and filed with the state registrar of vital 
records? If yes, please provide a cefiified copy of such writing. Not applicable 

11. If your parents did not many or attempt to many, did any man and your biological 
mother execute a recognition of parentage of you pursuant to Minn. Stat § 25734 (copy 
attached)? If yes, please provide a certified copy of such recognition of parentage. Not 
applicable 

12. Is any other man presumed to be your father under any of the presumptions found in 
Minn. Stat § 257.34 (copy attached)? If yes, please provide details, and also whether the 
other man signed a written consent if your father and mother signed a written 
acknowledgment of paternity under Request No. 10 above. Not applicable 

13. Was your biological mother married to any man other than your biological father when 
you were born or Within 280 days before your birth? N at applicable 

14. Does a judgment or order exist determining a parent and child ’relatiofiship between you 
and one of more parents: If so, please provide details and a ceflified copy of such 
judgment or order, Not applicable, m Exhibit A, Affiant’s birth certificate 

15. Detail the actions taken by you to confifin that the responses to the above requests are 
true and accurate. Search of vital records, court records, and knowledge of family 
history 

16. If you contend additional information is needed or should be considefed by the Special 
Administrator to support your claim to be an heir, please provide such information. The 
following information also should be considered by the Special Administrator: 

I have reason to believe that Prince Rogers Nelson (hereafter “Prince”) is my 
half-brother based on the following. My father, Alfred Jackson, Sr. (“Alfred Sr.” or 
“my father”) was married to Mattie Shaw (“Mattie” - biological mother of Prince) 

, on February 19, 1953, in Kansas City, Missouri (_S_e_e Exhibit D, copy of Jackson— 

} . Shaw Marriage License). My half-brother, Alfred Jackson, Jr. (“Alfred Jr.” or “my 
“ brother”) was born in July 1953. I can find no record of Mattie and Alfred Sr. being 

divorced, but suspect they were at some point after my brother’s birth. 

Sometime after 1953, Mattie left Kansas City, Missouri and relocated to 
Minnesota. Mattie returned to Kansas City with Alfred Jr. and requested that my 
father and grandparents care for him. Mattie returned to Nfinnesota, and Alfred Jr.
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stayed behind in Kansas City and lived primarily with my father and grandparents, 
Mamie and Ollie Bruce. During the time frame after Alfred Sr. and Mattie were 
purportedly divorced, my brother recalls seeing Mattie with Alfred Sr. on multiple 
occasions. Mattie would visit my brother in Kansas City, 01' my brother would visit 
Mattie in Minnesota. Alfred Sr. was always present during these visits, and many 
times the visits were overnight stays. From 1953 to 1992, Mattie and Alfred Sr. 
maintained communication with each other and saw each other. 

My father, Alfred Sn, married my mother, Neil Markham (“Neil”), on 
December 8, 1956 (SfiExhibit B, copy of Jackson-Markham Marriage Certificate) 
and I was born on February 2, 1958 (& Exhibit A, copy of my birth certificate). 
After my birth we lived with my grandmother and did not return to the family 
home. Alfred Sr. and my mother were divorced on June 8, 1958 (& Exhibit C, 
Divorce Decree). I believe to this day that the reason my parents divorced was 
because my mother was pregnant with me at the same time Mattie was pregnant 
with Prince. Prince was born a little more than three months after me on June 7, 
1958. I asked my mother many times why she divorced my father, but she refused to 
discuss it. In the years following my birth, I recall seeing Mattie on several occasions 
when Mattie visited my brother; and I also recall that Alfred Sr. was always present 
during those occasions, 

Alfred Jr. believed our father was also the biological father of Prince. Alfred 
Jr. commented that our father and Mattie had a long distance relationship through 
the years. When we were in our 405, Alfred Jr. informed me that I needed to know 
something about our father. Alfred Jr. told me he finally asked Mattie if she could 
confirm his suspicions about our father. During the conversation, Mattie confided to 
my brother that our father may alsoVbe Prince’s father. Mattie also told my brother 
that he was not to discuss the subject with anyone. Although I saw Mattie after 
hearing this from Alfred J11, I never discussed the issue with her. 

Mattie visited Kansas City and stayed with my brothers, Alfred Jr. and 
Bruce Jackson, even after our father and my mother died. Alfred Sr. died on August 
2], 1992 (53 Exhibit E, Alfred Jackson Sr. Death Certificate) and my mother died 
on January 25, 1997 (SE Exhibit F , Neil Jackson Death Certificate). Mattie Shaw 
died on February 15, 2002. 

Although I am very concerned with protecting my privacy, I would like to 
know if my father was also the biological father of Prince. Not only would it clear up 
a family mystery, but it would give me an explanation as to why my mother and 
father divorced shortly after my birth. Finally, it would also afford me the 
opportunity to protect my legal rights in this matter. 

Further, Affiant Sayeth Not. I declare under penalty of perjury that this affidavit is 
true and correct.
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12% \dm/ 
Affiant— Velm‘a Jackson Leverette 

In witness whereof I have subscribed my name and affixed my official seal this 16th day 

CARLA M. —v m/ Notary PubllcglgnIgRleal / (5: M flV/%x State of Mlssoun 
Jackson Coun? Si ed 

Commlgslon # l348y9991 
( 3n ) 

My Commissmn Expires June 04. 2017 

ofJuhe, 2016. _ 

(seal)
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KANSAS CITY HEALTH DEPT 
VITAL STATISTICS—CLIFF DENNIS 
2400 TROOST SUITE 1000 
KANSAS CITY MO 64103 

VENITA LEVERETTE 
2828 SE BINGHAM CIRCLE 
LEES SUMMIT MO 64063 
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_ 
MISSOU m DEPARTMENT or HEALTH 

’ 

AND SENIOR SERVICES 

FEE RECEIPT 

BIR’n-l CERTIFICATION 

REGISTRANHS): 

VENITA GISELLE JACKSON 
139999—999999 

1 COPY 

voun RECENT F EQUEST HAS B =E gPON AS INDICATED BELOW: "‘° “”69" W 
bATE RECEIVED TOTAL AMOUNT AMOUNT THIS REQUEST PROCESSING FEE 

‘ 

REFUm 

04/29/2016 15.00 15.00““““° 0.00 0.00 

UNAPPLIED REMITTANCES ONLY VALID FOR ONE YE 
please return thls receipt. If a refund ls Indicated, it will be mail 

AR AFTER RECEIPT. When you inqulm about your request, 
od wlmln 30 to 60 days. 

BIRTH CERTIFICATION 

DATEFILED: MARCH 5!. 1955 

CHIgn'sNAME: VENITA GI‘SELLE JACKSON 

DATE Own-mi; FEBRUARY 2 , 1958 

MOTHER‘S MAIDEMNAME: NEIL MARKHAM 

MOTHER'SAGE: 31 

FATHER'S NAME: ALFRED B JACKSON 

FATHER'S 565.: 4 0 

STATE FILE NUMBER: 124 ‘58“) 080 82 

COUNTY OF BiRTH: 

MOTHERS STATE OF BIRTH: 

FATHER'S? STATE OF Exam:

I 

JACKEQN 55*.EEMALE 

LOUISIANA 

TEXAS 

ISSUED ON EEHALF DF- MD DEPT HEAETH & SENIOR SERVICE5:KC HEALTfi DE?T 

THFS IS A TRUE GFHTIF‘IGATION OF NAME AND BIRTH F5513 AS RECGRDED BY THE 
BUREAU OF VITAL RECORDS JEFFERSON CITY. MISSOURI. 

APRIL 29, 2016 
K0 

:13: 
Craig B _Werd 

MW _,_ .T . W ., -..- w . ~nm,.,,,.m_:~.. 
HEFKDWOTIONOF’IHISDDCLIMENTiSFRDHJBIT 
NV nLTERAIIOHORERASUR v01 3 

\\\ull!lilllnm 

(w “3% “my? 

DAIE'ISBUED:
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Linen!!! 
Issued hymn” . 

. .....Fumnle TenL. 

D t ‘ 
.._.~._.‘......._; ............ Mil: %st/fl:;‘“‘$ .5: mm of 

/‘ . STATE 01" 
County 

r’cm 

... W I a": 
party a! the mend part, «1 ereby ole war that I am the age “—2.5 ........... y an”. that we are not flat cousins, Hut I am ling ed, and may lawfully contra joined in Marriage. /f ......-_....-...Dute of Birth.,..._. 3/ -' 4/ 

flgle E] Divot-ted .‘ 
Chm! ' " 

Color or Race“... .. 

P] 1' Birth no 0 / CID 

51355 Bubsn-flwd nnd mm to before me thRE_C.-dsv at 

Wm WIN-Soot 18. 1960 

mm or asomu ’ ' I 

County of Jackson } (AFFIDAVIT or FEMALE) 
‘T.'1he’u11demgned, do hereby solemn‘ly swear that Lam the party 01 the second p 

or a ~-- an license; that I am tha use of. .................... y cut, that. we are not tint 
<1 - and my lawfully cnntraflined in Marriage- /f ......_.-..‘Dahz of )3' h. .......... 4/! . ....................... _ g 0 D 7 In: 

0E0 ”5 1956 Subscribed and sworn to befora me this ....................... day 

imam fiplm'Soflt 13,. mo 
. . mm 

Noll?! PINII 

(Conn-ant of Parent or Guardian to the Marriage of a Minor) 
STATE OF MISSOURI 

County nf Jnckaon 55' 
I, the undersigned, do hereby solemnly swear that 1 mm the...........'...-.'__ 

of the said party of the- ................ ....... ............ part, named in the foregoing application for mun-ins. license, and do 

hereby give my consent tn mm’ringe, 

(SIGN HERE) 

“drag: 
Subscribed and swam to before me this... day at," 195........
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APPLI ' ‘IUN FUR LICENSE TU MARK! 
Date 01 y /‘ Date 01 / -..Male Test-.. ....E'emale: Tam. ...‘.‘.'. ..... é“ ......... cm 

(AFFIDAVIT 0F MALE) 

License»
‘ 

Issued by..............,...,n........ 

STATE OF MISSOURI 
County 0! Jackson 

I, ...... cm. 
"...-4»:- ...... ..I 

at. ...... . “33;. fl'i‘muuu um. ‘ 

party a! the first pa deslflfii' w Benn to marry - - WW. ... 
.....d “Mai—(i. 

......_ “fig-”...: (g4 (IR/«Z .... 
of r ....... —~.. alt-Ty 

am. “ 
party of the second part, do hereby aolemnly meat t I. I am the age at... “mi-.3 ........ y ears. that we are not first causing, that I am sing] mi unmarried, and may 111 fully contract and be joined' m Marriage 

Gator or Rana .... J . 4 .. “Lani ................ Data of Birtlx.....-..... . .. ..,._ -. w... .../flag 
You 

mm of 1312mm ”mmgfnfi a!” ....,.._Single D Divorccg Widowed D 

(SIGN HERE) % a ”Q 27/72/1411,. 1M} 
Snbgcribed. Md sworn to Mom me ihla__.._... 

M! mssfaa Exnlm' 8151‘ “ll.- 1956 

”Effté’mfifififi }“ (AFFIDAVIT or FEMALE) 
I. €113 underaigmad do hemby mlamnly am:- that I am the putt-y of the second part. 

named' 11] the above application in): a marriage license; that 1 am the age of ..... 1.2.902 .......... yen-s, that we are nut first 
cousins, that: I am aingl nd unma "ad. and may lawfully contract and be joined in Marriage. 

Color on: Race... ..........._.....Dute 0! Birth...‘...... . ad, ............ . ................. /[___........._....._"mu—{8’1 / mm: In: You I I 
Place 0: . a“ Single 1:] Divorced Widowed D a m cm: 

(SIGN HERE) 

Subscribed Ind mom to baton ma this.“........._.....,...... 

-m;mnem Expirat WV- 33.3955 

Nolan Pnbun 

('Cox'xsent of Parent or Guardian to the Marriage of a Minor) 
STATE 03‘ MISSOURI g“ County of Jackmn -t, tha underulgned, do hereby nalnmnly-owmr'bhafimmw; ................................... 
01 U19 slid party of the ........................................ part. named in the iorcgoing application for running: license, and do 

hereby gin my consent $0.. ..................................... m “tinge”... 

(SIGN HERE) 

Addresm. 

Buhactlhed and sworn to hafore me thia. Any a! .195
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June 22, 2016 

Via Email 

Charles Brown 
1100 Main, Ste 1600 

Kansas City, MO 64105 

Re: Heirship Claim of Venita G. Jackson Leverette
i 

"1 
w

\ 

:1 Dear Mr. Brown: 

Thank you for submitting the Affidavit of Venita G. Jackson Leverette responding to the Special 
Administrator’s Request for Parentagc Information. 

‘ 

With respect to the Protocol adopted by the Court, the Special Administrator’s goal is to apply existing 

1 

' 

Minnesota law equally to all persons claiming to potentially be an heir of the Decedent. Such relevant 
‘ law includes the Minnesota Probate Code (Minn. Stat. Ch. 524), the Minnesota Parentage Act (Minn. 

Stat. §§ 257.01 through 257.75) and Minnesota common law. 

Under Minnesota law, if it is detennined that Decadent is not the father of any living children (or their 
descendants), then Decedent’s siblings and half-siblings (and descendants of any deceased siblings and 

half-siblings) may be determined to be heirs, in the event no Will is found. Minn. Stat. § 524.2—103(3). 

To be a sibling or half-sibling, a person must share at least one genetic parent with Dcccdcnt. Id. 

Because they were married when Dcccdcnt was born, Mattie Della (Shaw) (“Mattie”) and John Lewis 

Nelson (“John”) are presumed to be Decedent’s genetic parents. Minn. Stat. § 257.55, subd. 1(a).1 

Only a very limited group of persons have standing to challenge that presumption, and, in any event, 

the time to make such a challenge passed long ago. Minn. Stat. § 257.57, subd. 1(b). As such, there is 

an in‘ebutlable presumption that John and Mattie arc Decedent’s genetic parents. Id.; Minn. Stat. 

§ 524.1-201(22) and (23); see also In re Estate ofJotham, 722 N.W.2d 447, 455—56 (2006). Thus, to 

potentially qualify as an heir of Dcccdcnt as a sibling or half-sibling, the claimant must be a 

descendant of either Mattie 01' John (or both). 

Based on the materials submitted by your client, Ms. Jackson Levcrette‘s claim is dependent upon 

another person other than John being detelmined to be Decedent’s father. But as noted above, the 

presumption that John is Decedent’s genetic father is conclusive and cannot be challenged at this point. 

‘ Further, as part of Mattie and John’s divorce, a Minnesota court adjudicated that they were 

Decedent’s parents. 
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As such, it is the Special Administrator’s determination that the evidence presented by Ms. Jackson 

Levcrette is insufficient to wan‘ant genetic testing. 

Very truly yours, 

STINSON LEONARD STREET LLP 

156%? (Mg 
David R. Crosby 

DRC@ 

cc: Laura Krishnan, Esq. 

1271161371.]


