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SYKORA & SANTINI
PLLP

HAND DELIVERED
June 10, 2016

Laura E. Krishnan
Stinson Leonard Street
150 South Fifth Street
Suite 2300
Minneapolis, MN 55402

RE:  Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson 10-PR-16-46
Request for Parentage Information - Protoco! Prior to Potential Genetic Testing
Brianna LaShawn Nelson REDACTED :

Dear Ms. Krishnan,

Enclosed herein pursuant to the Special Administrator’s Protocol Prior to Genetic Testing in the
Estate of Prince Rogers Nelson are the following documents for Brianna LaShawn Nelson and

Certified Copy of the Birth Certificate for Duane Joseph Nelson

Certified Copy of the Birth Certificate for Duane Joseph Nelson Jr.

Certified Copy of the Birth Certificate for Brianna Nelson

Certified Copy of the Recognition of Parentage for Brianna Nelson

Certified Copy of the Birth Certificate for REDACTED

Certified Copy of the Recognition of Parentage for  REpACTED

Certified Copy of the Death Certificate for Duane Joseph Nelson Jt..

Certified Copy of the Death Certificate for Duane Joseph Nelson

Notarized Affidavit and Qath Request for Parentage Information for Brianna LaShawn

¢ ¢ 9 ¢ ¥ 2 & ¥ e

* Notarized Affidavit of Carmen Denise Weatherall in Support of Parentage Information for
Brianna LaShawn Nelson _ _

» Notarized Affidavit and Oath Request for Parentage Information for
by her mother, Jeannine Elizabeth Halloran (as well as a Word copy with beiter picture
resolution) .

¢ Statement of Search Efforts by Counsel for Brianna Nelson and  REDACTED

' ESTATE PLANNING & BUSINESS LAW

....Enclosures

Jayne Sykora, Attnrnry At Law Jemnifer Sant i, Altorney at [ aw e, worasantini.com :
jAvne@svkarasantini.cam | 612-465 9432 jentsykorasartini.cor  612-492-1844 125 iMain Street SE * Suite 339 | Minneapolis, MN 55414
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Carver County, MN

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNIY.OF RAMSEY
CERTIEIED TG-BE-A TRUE AND
ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF THE
OFFICIAL RECORD ON FILE IN MY OFFICE

: 7 June 2016
Motlsp Yslewhip Gracnfoed
MOLLY MULCAHY CRAWFORD

STATE REGISTRAR
MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
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For use of Starc Registrar Only

. I Sanition
Minnesota Voluntary Recognition of Parentage - 16544

Instructions: Fill chis ouc in blue or black ink. Press hard, using a ballpoint pen. Do not cross out

words or make corrections in the shaded boxcs or your form will be rejected, If you make a mistake, ask Form {bmpleted at: .
for a new form. O Hospital &
(1 Srare Registrar ~ (Nome) !
- Complete all Requested Information Before Signing this Form (O State Human Ser. Off.
Important: Use the same niame that is on your child's birth record. (] County Office \
, ' l:l Other Moms|
[ childeNamairal - e TMiddle. N A
REDACTED _ REDACTED . REDACTED ]

Date of Birthi {month/day/year] B * | Place of Birth [city/! oounry/ o) oounhy)

=9 - GLC \ Y i ixe > , 1) /’/),{,m.wa.l uw

DO NOT LEAVE THIS BOX BLANK If both parents agrec, you can change your chlld s last name from what is on thc bmh record. If you do

not want o change your child's last-name from whae " Child'e NZiTrie Novmia . R
appears on the bitth record, write "SAME". .- RED ACTED : o ,:
2 é/zzabp-//» /% / /é/d/’)
‘ i _‘ g -- _ . day/yes Ploce of Blrﬂrshhl
Adip -2 , , / 7% ‘ﬂ?//if/mﬂ
ress
/fe/vg 1 [%m%w %701 o f{gg ﬁ_&zﬁm e
City/State7Zip i ip
Crmbyiceo I 56295 Ly clls I S5Ls2 s
Sodi . Over 18 il Samirihe Numbar er 18
REDACTED e Gne) L REDACTED O Yeo 0 No |
~/-‘ ~
Parent's Statement: is the same as"a court order determining the legal relationship
Under oath, I state that: between a father and child.
¢ I have been told about the Recognition of Parentage and *  Tunderstand that if either of us is'under age 18 when we sign
undersrand my nghts and, responsnblhdcs created and waived by this form, this Recognition of Parentage is only a presumption
signing chis form. 'of paternity. I understand thar this Recognition of Parencage will
‘ » Thaveacopy of Being a Legal Father: Parentage Information for besthe same as a court order determining the legal relationship
= Mothers and Fathers. 1 tead the booklet or had someonc ¢lse read between a father and child six months after the youngest of us
it to me, . N X . ] turns 18. If I want to stop-this Recognition of Parentage from
¢ 1 have received additional oral norice about my rights, responsi- becoming a legal document, 1 understand that I must take legal
bilities and alternatives to signing this form. . action before the six months ends.
*  Tacknowledge that we are d“f’ biological parents of the child I understand that either of us can cancel this Recognition
named in this Recoguirion of Parenage. . of Parentage by stating in writing that, "I am revoking the

* T understand thar this Recognition of Parentage does not
give custody or visiration to the legal father. However, this
Recognition of Parentage gives the father the righ to ask the
court for custody o vislearion,

*  Taccept responsibility to provide financial support for my child. 1- -
understand that financial support can include payments for child
support, medical support, and child care support starting from
my child’s birch until a court order for support ends.

* I understand rhat both parents have the cight ta.all notices of any
adoption proceedings.

*  lunderstand that this is a legal document. If we arc both age 18
or older when we sign this form, this Recognition of Parentage Recognition of Parentage.

@n«r) er £ - p ) T (S'xpuru;rquotlm &y ) .
: i sre)

Recognition of Parentage.” I understand that I must sign. the
Revocation in front of a Notary Public and that I must file the
Revocation wich the Office of the State Registrar within 60 days
after ] complete.this Recognirion of Parentage form. If I have not
filed a Revocation within 60 days and still want 10 cancel this
Recognition of Parentage, 1 understand that I will need 1o rake
legal action to request a change to any of the information in this
Recogriition of Parentage.

*  To the best of my knowledge, the abavé informarion is true.

* [ am signing this form voluntarily. No one forced me tosign this

Swom/offirmed to béféfe me:this Q "r d‘&y B {fﬁ"ﬂedbbeforamethls 3 né,day
of Daceorbon. .ZO_Q_"j_,, . of _ Duxm/’}-m/ L 200M
Netary Publis Signasurt Za .“;-7“‘“ AAMAAFAAAMNAMAAAANA Votery Public Signature =

MARY K, g - I
NOTARYPWU'S‘rM%SSOm ﬂ) ‘(1 47702/ MMAAM\WV\MAN\NAMAMW.

A MNonw K PNt

My commissigt@xpires: conHIPEEWACOUNTY My commissicyl expires: MARY K. MOE
MMISSION EXPIRES 1-51:2005 § UBLIGA
I--2]- 2009 PN, = 3)- ?\009 O APPENACOONTY
7 7 COMMISSION EXPIRES 1312008

O Husband's Non-Paternicy Statement Attached- ‘ - » '.W"WMWW“W‘
White capy to: Office of the State Registrar Yellow: Father Green: Mother ab e




10-PR-16-46

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY CF RAMSEY
CERTIFIED TO'BE A TRUE AND
ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF THE
OFFICIAL RECORD ON FILE IN MY OFFICE

7 June 2016

Matly, Madenky. Creslpadl
MOLLY MULCAHY CRAWFORD

STATE REGISTRAR
MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Filed in First Judicial District Court
7/25/2016 12:59:36 PM
Carver County, MN
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BRrIanNA LASHAWN NELSON RESPONSE
REQUEST FOR PARENTAGE INFORMATION

Special Administrator Bremer Trust requests that you provide answers to the followi.ng questions and
tequests for information by affidayit signed under oath.

1. What is your full name?

Brianna LaShawn Nelson

2, What is your birth date?

December 14, 1984
3. Where were you born?

Abbott Northwestern Hospital,
800 E. 28™ St.
Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota

4. Please provide a certified copy of your birth certificate.

Enclosed
5. What are the full names of your biological parents?
Mother - Carmen Denise Weatherall-

Father - Duane Joseph Nelson

6. Were your biological parents married when you were born? (If
yes, answer the subparts below.)

No

7. Were your biological parents married after you were born? (If yes,
answer the subparts below.)

No

8. I your parents were not married when you were bom, had they

attempted to marry each other by @ marriage solemnized 11
apparent compliance with law, although the attempted marriage
is or could be declared void, voidable or otherwise invalid? (If
yes, answerthe subparts below.)

No
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9. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man Carver County, MN
receive you into his home and openly hold you out as his
biological child? If yes, please name the man and provide details
and other evidence (.g. sworn statements, photographs,
documents) to support your answer.

Yes. Duane Joseph Nelson received me into his home as his
daughter. He did the same with my brother, Duane Joseph Nelson, Junior
(“Duane Junior™). Duane Junior and I both called our father “Daddy.” 1
spent every summer with our father from the age of 5 until I was 15 years
old at his home in Eden Prairie, Minnesota. Duane Junior spent those
summers with my father and me,

I celebrated Thanksgiving, Christmas, and other holidays with my
brother, my Dad, and my Dad’s family. I attended holiday parties with my
Dad’s family, including Thanksgiving at Aunt Norrine’s house, and we
visited the Nelson Family Plot.on Memorial Day. We also visited Aunt
Lorna and Aunt Nortine at their homes on other occasions. My Dad had a
close relationship with his brother, Prince Rogers Nelson, whom I referred
to as Uncle Prince or “Uncle Boss, For many years my Dad was Prince’s
Head of Security. Growing up, my Dad would take me with him to his
office at Paisley Park, where I spent time with Prince and my Dad.

My brother Duane Junior died in December 2005. Duane Junior and
Jeannette Halloran had a daughter in 2004. Their daughter, my niece, is
REDACTED

When my father began receiving Social Security disability
payments, part of those payments were paid directly to me. I received those
payments from approximate 1998 through 2003.

In further support of these statements, I submit an affidavit of my
mother, Carmen Denise Weatherall, containing information in response to
this question.

10. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man
and your biological mother acknowledge the man's paternity of
you in a writing signed by both of them under Minn. Stat, §
257.34 (copy attached) and filed with the state registrar of vital
records? If yes, please provide a certified copy of such writing,

Yes. My mother and father acknowledged iy father on my birth
certificate and in a later Recognition of Parentage. The Recognition of
Parentage is enclosed.

11. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man
and your biological mother execute a recognition of parentage of
you pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 257.75 (copy attached)? If yes,
please provide a certified copy of such recognition of parentage.

Yes. That document is enclosed.

12. Is any other man presumed to be your father under any of the
presumptions found in Minn. Stat. § 257.55 (copy attached)? If
yes, please provide details, and also whether the other man
signed a written consent if your father and mother signed a
written acknowledgment of patemnity under Request No. 10
above,
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No

13. Was your biological mother married to any man other than your
biological father when you were born or within 280 days before
your birthi?

No
14. Does a judgment or order exist determining a parent and child
relationship between you and one or more parents? If so, please
provide details and a certified copy of such judgment or order.

No

15. Detail the actions taken by you to confirm that the responses to
the above requests are true and accurate.

I'have searched papers that we obtained from my father’s apartment
after his death. I signed and submitted requests for birth certificates, death
certificates, and recognition of parentage documents. I am submitting an
affidavit of my mother, Carmen Denise Weatherall. My attorneys and my
mother have participated in searching for documentation and responding to
these questions.

My attorneys will submit a description of the steps they have taken
on ny behalf and on behalf of RED ACTED to obtain supporting
documentation. -

16. If you contend additional information is needed or should be
considered by the Special Administrator to support your claim to
be an heir, please provide such information.

My father was raised a member of the Nelson family, He referred to
John Nelson as his father and John’s children as his siblings. I submit an
affidavit of my mother, Carmen Denise Weatherall, containing additional
facts showing that John Nelson was my father’s father,

We have not yet located a marriage certificate for John Nelson and
Vivian (Howard) Nelson but our search continues. I understand from my
attorneys that we are unable to obtain information as to whether John
Nelson executed a recognition of parentage or similar document without a
Court order. We will make a request for such an order if necessary.

T am aware of additional family photographs that Vivian Nelson had.
I understand that after Vivian died, those photographs became the
possession of Aunt Norrine and Aunt Loma. After Aunt Loma, I
understand that those photographs became the possession of Aunt Norinne,
After my father died, iy mother and I sent some photographs from my
father’s papers to Aunt Norrine. She acknowledged receiving those
photographs in the enclosed note.
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REDACTED

Briafina LaShawn Nelson

Subscribed and sworn before me this
Q_th day of June, 2016

oty P ) @,ap 18-27-14 R *

Page 5 of §
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Affidavit of Carmen Denise Weatherall

I, Carmen Denise Weatherall, being first duly sworn, depose and
state the following:
1. I am over twenty-one (21) years of age and make this
Affidavit based upon personal knowledge.

2. The late Duane Joseph Nelson, Senior (“Duane”) is
Brianna LaShawn Nelson’s father and I am Brianna’s
mother.

3. I met Duane at the University of Wisconsin —
Milwaukee in September 1980. Duane played
basketball for UW-Milwaukee from 1976 through
1981 and I was on the Pantherette pompom squad.
Below is a photograph of Duane (on the left) that I
located in Duane’s papers.

uane
ada
son with

REDACTED Iberta
ac

Smith,
uane
oseph
&elson,
Junior
(“Duane
L Junior”
or “Casper”). Duane referred to Duane Junior as his.
son. Duane had a fathet/son relationship with Duane
Junior until Duane Junior’s death in 2005. Brianna and
Duane Junior had a brother/sister relationship. Duane
is identified as Duane Junior’s father on his birth
certificate.
5. In the spring of 1981, I met John L. Nelson and
Norinne Nelson and other family members at Duane’s

apartment in Milwaukee. I recall John Nelson being a
quiet and reserved man who was loving toward
Duane. John Nelson spoke with great pride about
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Duane’s success at basketball and college. I recall carver County, MK
Duane and John Nelson would talk affectionately
about Vivian Nelson.

6. On one occasion, I heard Norinne Nelson tell Duane in
John Nelson’s presence that Duane was not a real
Nelson. This led to a heated argument between John
Nelson and Norinne. John told Norinne, Duane is my
son.

7. Below is a photogfaph of John L. Nelson during a
1981 visit to see Duane. This photograph was taken at
Duane’s apartment.

REDACTED

8. After Duane graduated from UW-Milwaukee, I went
with him to live in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. 1
was welcomed as part of the Nelson family. I attended
family events with Duane, Norinne Nelson, Lorna
Nelson, John Nelson, John Nelson, Jr., and other
members of the Nelson family. I also attended events
at Paisley Park with Duane like Prince’s birthday
parties. One year, I escorted John Nelson to the
Minnesota Music Awards.

9. During these years, I heard John Nelson speak with
pride about Duane’s success as a high school and
college basketball player. I saw John Nelson treat

Duane the same way he treated his other children. In
the photograph below, John Nelson appears (in the
middle) with both Prince Rogers Nelson (far right) and
Duane (second from left). I believe the photograph
was taken in 1978. I found this photograph in Duane’s
papers. -
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REDACTED

10. In the photograph below, Duane and his father appear
with two of Duane’s sisters. Seated from left to right
are Norinne Nelson, Duane,”  Lorna Nelson, and
John Nelson. I believe this photograph was taken
around 1982 or 1983. I was present when the picture
was taken.

REDACTED

11. Duane and I were together for many years, although
we did not marry. In December 1984, we had a
daughter, Brianna LaShawn Nelson. Duane is
identified on Brianna’s birth certificate as her father.
Below is a photograph of Duane with Brianna shortly
after Brianna’s birth. The photograph was taken at
Lorna Nelson’s home.
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REDACTED

12. Below is a photograph of Brianna, Duane, and me
taken in the spring of 1986,

REDACTED

13. Although Brianna and I moved to Milwaukee to live
near my family, she continued to have a family
relationship with the Nelsons. Duane continued to
have an active role as father to Brianna, including
providing financial and emotional suppot.

14. Duane had a father/child relationship with both
Brianna and Duane Junior. Below are photographs of
Brianna, Duane, Duane Junior, and Lorna Nelson from
Christmas 1994 or 1995 at Duane’s home. I located

these photographs in Duane’s papers.

Filed in First Judicial District Court
7/25/2016 12:59:36 PM
Carver County, MN
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REDACTED

15. Duane and I executed a Recognition of Parentage
under Minnesota law, which will be submitted in
connection with this affidavit and related statements.

16. Duane and Brianna were devastated when Duane
Junior took his life in 2005. Duane Junior had been an
important person in their lives.

17. Duane was an important person in Brianna’s life. He
was a loving and supportive father to Brianna. After
Duane’s death in 2011, Brianna was devastated.

ety

Carmen Denise Weatherall

Subscribed and sworn before me this
ET_ th day of June, 2016
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Special Administrator Bremer Trust requests that you provide answers to the following
questions and requests for information by affidavit signed under oath.

* What is your full name?

Jeannine Elizabeth Halloran. I am filling this form
out on behalf of my minor daughter, V.N.
, pictured below.

REDACTED

£8/18 doVd . 5d0o4 dno bPLEZ9BEDL 688 IIBZ.«'PI/ZB.
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* What is your birtl; date?
V.N.'s birth date is November 27, 2004.
*  Where were youi born?
| V.N. was born at;
Montevideo Hospital

824 N, 11th Street
Montevideo, Chippewa County, anesota, 56265

® DPlease provide acertified copy of your birth certificate.

. V.N. birth certificate is enclosed

*  What are the fitll names of your biological parents?

Mother — Jeannine Elizabeth Halloran
Father - Duane Joseph Nelson (“Duane Jt.™)

J This is a picture of Duane Jr. with me.

REDACTED

L@/ce8 3avd : SJ004 dns pPLeZ98E9L 6v:0@ T1162/p1/2R
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*  Were your biological parents married when you were born? (If'yes, answer
the subparts below.) :

Duane Jr. and I were not married when  V.N. was bom.

=  Were your biological patents matried after you were born? (If yes, answer
the subparts below.)

Duane Jr. and ) did not marry after VN,  was born,

* If your parents were not married when you were bom, had they attempted
to marry each other by a marriage solemnized in apparent compliance with
law, although the attempted marriage is or could be declared void, voidable

_ or otherwise invalid? (if yes, answer the subparts below.)

Duane Jt. and I did not attempt to matry.

» Ifyour parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man receive
 you- into his home and openly hold you out as his biological child? If yes,
please name the man and provide details and other evidence (e.g. swomn
statements, photographs, documents) to support your answer.

Duzane Jr. received V.N.  into his home and openly held her
out as his biological child. Duane Jr. was present when V.N. was
botn, Duane Jr, v and I lived together. He helped financially
support both and me while he was living.

Below is a picture of me, Duane Jr., v and. REDACTED
Duane is holding v N :

REDACTED

£@8/€8 399d ’ Sa004 4nd PHLETIBESL Ebipd T16Z/PT/20
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REDACTED

¢ Ifyour parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man and your
biological mother acknowledge the man's paternity of you in a writing
signed by both of them under Minn. Stat. § 257.34 (copy attached) and
filed with the state registrar of vital records? Iyes, please provide a
certified copy of such writing.

Duane and I recognized his paternity on v N5 birth
certificate and in a Recognition of Parentage. The Recognition of
Parentage is enclosed. .

« Ifyour parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man and your
biological mother execute a recognition of parentage of you pursuant to
Minn. Stat. §257.75 (copy attached)? Ifyes, please provide a certified
copy of such recognition of parentage.

Yes. That document is enclosed.

e Isany other man presumed to be your father under ax;Sr of the presumptions
found in Minn. Stat. § 257.55 (copy attached)? If:yes, pleass provide

4

L8/p8 IV g Saon4 dno PPLTTIBEL 6v:08 T1I8Z/pPT/20
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details, and also whether the other man signed a written consent if your
father and mother signed a written acknowledgment of paternity under
Request No. 10above.,

No
Was your biological mother married to any man other than your biological
father when you were born or within 280 days before your birth?

I was not married to any other man within 280 days of V.N.'s
birth, ' ‘

'Does = judgment or order exist detetmining a parent and child relationship

between you and one or more parents? If so, please provide details and a
certified copy of such judgment or order.

No

Detail the actions taken by you to confitm that the responses to the above.
requests are true and accurate. - _

I signed and submitted requests for birth certificates, death
certificates, and recognition of parentage documents. My aftorneys,
Brianna Nelson, and Carmen Weatherall have participated in searching
for documentation and responding to these questions.

My attorneys will submit a description of the steps they have
taken to obtain supporting documentation.

If you contend additional information is needed or should be considered by
the Special Administtator to support your claim to be an heir, pleass -
provide such information. ,

. I met Duage Jr. in 2002 and we moved in together in 2003.
We lived in Montevideo, MN and Buffalo, MN. We lived together
until Duane Jr. passed away in our home in Buffalo, MN on
December 9, 2005. : '

V.N's father, Duane Jr., is the son of Duane Joseph,

-Nélson Sr. (“Duane”) and Elberta Mae Smith, This makes V.N.

thie granddanghter of Duane Nelson Sr. Duane Jr., V.N. and I had

3 relationship with Duane before Duane Jr. died that continued until

5 .

Saood gno bpLZ298E9L 6v:08 TIBE/PT/20
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Duane died, Although we lived in the Minngapolis-St. Paul area, we
tived over two hours away from Duane. We did visit Duane on
several occasions. We also had a relationship with Duane Jr.’s aunt,
Norinne Nelson.

I took the photograph of V.N. with Duane (left), V-N's  Aunt
Brianna Nelson holding . V... (center), Norinne Nelson (right)
and redacted (Cﬁlltef) that appcars below. -

REDACTED
Below is a photograph I took of Duane and’ at Duane Jr.’s
grave. : .
REDACTED
6

£8/98 3J9vd : Saaon4 dno ¥p.2TIBEIL 6r:a8 TIBZ/pT/20
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REDACTED

I ask that you also consider the information set forth in-
the sworn statement of Briatna Nelson and the affidavit of
Carmen Denise Weatherall as well as all documents submitted
in connection with their claim of heirship in considering the

status of V.N. as an heir.
Jeannine Blizabeth I—Iallo{ran

Subscribed and sworn beforé me this
16 _th day of June, 2016

et Vr Koo

Notary Public . T

L@8/48  395Vd . 5a0o4 ano " pp2ZZIBETL 6v:80 T162/pT/20
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JEANNINE ELIZABETH HALLORAN RESPONSE
ONBEHALFOF V.N.

REQUEST FOR FARENTAGE INFORMATION

Special Administrator Bremer Trust requests that you provide answers to the following questions
and requests for information by affidavit signed under oath.

1. What is your full name?

Jeannine Elizabeth Halloran. I am filling this form out on
behalf of mv minor daughter, V.N.
pictured below.

REDACTED
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JEANNINE ELIZABETH HALLORAN RESPONSE
ONBEHALFOF V.\.
REQUEST FOR PARENTAGE INFORMATION
. What is your birth date?
V.N.'S  birth date is November 27, 2004.
. Where were you born?

V.N. was born at;

Montevideo Hospital

824 N. 11th Street

Montevideo, Chippewa County, Minnesota, 56265
. Please provide a certified copy of your birth certificate.
V.N.'S birth certificate is enclosed

. What are the full names of your biological parents?

Mother ~ Jeannine Elizabeth Halloran

Father - Duane Joseph Nelson (“Duane Jt.”)

This is a picture of Duane Jr. with me.

REDACTED
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JEANNINE ELIZABETH HALLORAN RESPONSE
ONBEHALFOF VN.

REQUEST FOR FARENTAGE INFORMATION

. Were your biological parents married when you were born? (If yes, answer the

subparts below.)

Duane Jr. and I were not married when V.N. Wwas born.

. Were your biologicai parents married after you were born? (If yes, answer the

subparts below.)

Duane Jr. and I did not marry after V.N. was born.

. If your parents were not married when you were born, had they attempted to marry

each other by a marriage solemnized in apparent compliance with law, although the
attempted marriage is or could be declared void, voidable or otherwise invalid? i3
yes, answer the subparts below.)

Duane Jr. and I did not attempt to marry.

. If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man receive you into

his home and openly hold you out as his biological child? If yes, please name the
man and provide details and other evidence (e.g. sworn statements, photographs,
documents) to support your answer.

Duane Jr. received V.N.  into his home and openly held her out as
his biological child. Duane Jr. was present when V.N. was born. Duane
Jr., V.N. andI lived together. He helped financially support both

V.N. and me while he was living.

Below is a picture of me, Duane Jr., v 7y and REDACTEDDyape is
holding v N

REDACTED

is my other daughter. She is not Duane Jr.’s daughter.
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JEANNINE ELIZABETH HALLORAN RESPONSE
ONBEHALFOF  V.N.
REQUEST FOR PARENTAGE INFORMATION

REDACTED

10.Ifyour parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man and your biological
mother acknowledge the man's paternity of you in a writing signed by both of
them under Minn. Stat. § 257.34 (copy attached) and filed with the state registrar
of vital records? Ifyes, please provide a certified copy of such writing.

Duane and I recognized his paternity on V.N.'s  birth certificate
and in a Recognition of Parentage. The Recognition of Parentage is
enclosed.

1L.If your parents did not marry or attempt to marry, did any man and your biological
mother execute a recognition of parentage of you pursuant to Minn. Stat. §257.75
(copy attached)? Ifyes, please provide a certified copy of such recognition of
parentage.

Yes. That document is enclosed.

12.1s any other man presumed to be your father under any of the presumptions found
in Minn. Stat. § 257.55 (copy attached)? If yes, please provide details, and also
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~ JEANNINE BLIZABETH HALLORAN RESPONSE
ONBEHALFOF V.N.
REQUEST FOR PARENTAGE INFORMATION

whether the other man signed a written consent if your father and mother signed a
written acknowledgment of paternity under Request No. 10above.

No

13. Was your biological' mother martied to any man other than your biological father
when you were born or within 280 days before your birth?

I'was not married to any other man within 280 days of” V.N.'s
birth.

14. Does a judgment or order exist determining a parent and child relationship between
you and one or more parents? If so, please provide details and a certified copy of
such judgment or order.

No

15. Detail the actions taken by you to confirm that the responses to the above requests
are true and accurate.

I'signed and submitted requests for birth certificates, death
certificates, and recognition of parentage documents. My attorneys, Brianna
Nelson, and Carmen bave participated in searching for
documentation and responding to these questions.

My attorneys will submit a description of the steps they have taken
to obtain supporting documentation. ’ :

16. If you contend additional information is needed or should be considered by the
Special Administrator to support your claim to be an heir, please provide such
information.

I met Duane Jr. in 2002 and we moved in together in 2003. We lived
in Montevideo, MN and Buffalo, MN. We lived together until Duane Jr.
passed away in our home in Buffalo, MN on December 9, 2005.

father, Duane Jr., is the son of Duane Joseph Nelson Sr.
(“Duane”) and Elberta Mae Smith. This makes V.N. the granddaughter
of Duane Nelson Sr. Duane Jr., vN. andIhada relationship with
Duane before Duane Jr. died that continued until Duane died. Although we
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JEANNINE ELIZABETH HALLORAN RESPONSE
ONBEHALFOF V.N.
REQUEST FOR r AKENTAGE INFORMATION

lived in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, we lived over two hours away from
Duane. We did visit Duane on several occasions. We also had a relationship
with Duane Jr.’s aunt, Norinne Nelson.

I took the photograph of v .N.  with Duane (left),” V.N.s Aunt

Brianna Nelson holding V.N. (center), Norinne Nelson (right) and redacted
(center) that appears below.

REDACTED

Below is a photograph I took of Duane and V.N.  at Duane Jr.’s grave.

REDACTED
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REQUEST FOR PARENTAGE INFORMATION

REDACTED

I ask that you also consider the information set forth in the
sworn statement of Brianna Nelson and the affidavit of Carmen
Denise Weatherall as well as all documents submitted in connection
with their claim of heirship in considering the status of  V.N.

as an heir.

| Jeannine Elizabeth Halloran

Subscribed and sworn before me this
__th day of June, 2016

Notar}_r Public
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Statement of Search Efforts by Counsel
for Brianna Nelson and V.N.

Celiza Braganga, Deanna Besbekos-LaPage, Jennifer Santini, and Joanna
Sunderland, as counsel for Brianna Nelson and V.N. (collectively referred to
as “Counsel”), have performed the following actions in search of documents, information
and pictures in support of their heirship claims:

Parentage of Brianna Nelson

Counsel requested and obtained Brianna Nelson’s certified birth certificate and
the Recognition of Parentage executed by Carmen Weatherall and Duane J.
Nelson.

Parentage of V.N.

Counsel requested and obtained V.N.'s certified birth certificate and

the Recognition of Parentage executed by Jeannine Halloran and Duane J. Nelson
Jr.

Parentage of Duane Joseph Nelson, Senior (“Duane”)

Counsel obtained a certified copy of Duane’s birth certificate reflecting that his
parents are John L. Nelson and Vivian (Howard) Nelson.

Counsel contacted the Minnesota Department of Health to request a
Recognition of Parentage, Declaration of Parentage, affidavit, court order or any
other similar documentation establishing that John L. Nelson was the father of
Duane Joseph Nelson. The Department informed Counsel that they cannot release
such records or even reveal the existence of such records without the consent of
Duane or his parents. Because Duane and his parents are deceased, the Department
of Health requires a court order to release these records or confirm the existence or
nonexistence of such records. Counsel will seek a court order for these records.

Counsel also will seek a court order to obtain Duane’s middle school, high
school, and college records to learn who served as Duane’s parent/guardian after
Vivian Nelson passed away (1973). These records may also contain a reference to
a recognition of parentage or other documentation showing John L. Nelson’s
recognition that Duane was his son.

Counsel is investigating the local and state practice concerning establishing
parentage in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s. Counsel is searching for historians,
archivists, and other experts who are knowledgeable about the process.

Page 1 of 5
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Marriage and Divorce of John L. Nelson and Vivian Nelson:

Counsel performed an extensive search for martiage and divorce records for
John L. Nelson and Vivian (Howard) Nelson. No documents confirming a
marriage or divorce between John L. Nelson and Vivian (Howard) Nelson were
recovered. The following searches for information pertaining to the marriage of
John L. Nelson and Vivian (Howard) Nelson were performed:

e Counsel searchéd the Minnesota Official Marriage System
(hitp://moms.mn.gov) for the marriage of John L. Nelson and Vivian (Howard)
Nelson. No record of marriage was found. '

* Counsel had numerous conversations with the Ramsey County Vital Records
Department in search of the marriage certificate between John L. Nelson and
Vivian (Howard) Nelson.

(0]

Initially, the Ramsey County Vital Records Department Clerk, Theresa,
informed Counsel that the county had records of a marriage between
John L. Nelson and Vivian Nelson. -

On May 31, 2016 Counsel sent via overnight mail an expedited request
and payment for certified copies of the marriage certificate along with a
request for documentation of any divorce.

On June 9, 2016, Counsel called Theresa at the Ramsey County Vital
Records Department checking on the status of the request. Theresa
informed counsel that what she actually found initially was an
application for a marriage license but that there was no marriage license
issued to John Nelson and Vivian Howard.

Counsel requested that Theresa provide a statement that no marriage
cettificate had been located, along with the application that she
recovered. Theresa stated that she obtained the authorization of her
supervisor to provide the statement and the application. Counsel will
provide the letter and application from Theresa upon receipt.

Later on June 9, 2016, Counsel received Ramsey County’s package,
returning the request to Ramsey County and the checks. On the request
is a note stating “They applied for a marriage license but never
married.” That document is attached as Exhibit 1.

Page 2 of 5



10-PR-16-46 Filed in First Judicial District Court

7/25/2016 12:59:36 PM
Carver County, MN

Counsel searched ancestry.com for information concerning John L. Nelson and
Vivian Nelson’s marriage and divorce and learned that October 29, 1938 was
listed as the date of their marriage.

Counsel contacted Hennepin County Court Records to search for the marriage
certificate and divorce decree for John L. Nelson and Vivian Nelson. The clerk
informed counsel of Minnesota Official Marriage System
(https://www.moms.mn.gov/Default), which is a database of marriages in
Minnesota. The clerk also searched for the divorce decree in their main records
department and did not recover a marriage certificate or a divorce decree.
Counsel spoke with Hennepin County Family Court Records and the woman in
their records department searched for the divorce decree. She said she searched
- back as far as 1915 but did not find a divorce decree for John and Vivian
Nelson.

Counsel contacted personnel in St. Louis County, the City of St. Louis, and the
State of Missouri to search for a marriage certificate for John L. Nelson and
Vivian Nelson.

Counsel contacted personnel from the following counties searching for the
divorce decree for John and Vivian Nelson. Each county clerk confirmed that
there was no record of a divorce decree for John L. Nelson and Vivian
(Howard) Nelson:

Hennepin County (Minnesota);
Ramsey County (Minnesota);
Carver County (Minnesota);
Chippewa County (Minnesota); and
Worth County (Iowa).

O 0O 0 0o

Counsel understands that the attorneys for Norrine Nelson, Sharon Nelson, and
John Nelson, Jr. claim they have copies of the marriage certificate and divorce
decree for John Nelson and Vivian (Howard) Nelson. Counsel received
emailed copies of the documents after close of business last night. Counsel has
not yet had an opportunity to investigate the circumstances and legitimacy of _
these recently discovered documents.

_ Efforts to Obtain Other Documents:

¢ Counsel asked counsel for Special Administrator Bremer Trust for permission

to review Duane’s Paisley Park personnel file, insurance documents,

Page 3 of §
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beneficiary notices, and any other documents that might be relevant to
establishing Duane’s recognition of Duane Nelson, Junior as his son.

Counsel requested photographs from the attorneys for Norrine, Sharon, and
John Nelson. Counsel was informed that Norrine was not aware of any pictures
of John Nelson with Duane Nelson. Although there are photographs, attorneys
for Norrine, Sharon, and John Nelson said their clients were not willing to
search or make those photographs available for Counsel to search.

Counsel performed genealogy searches on ancestry.com, geni.com, and
familysearch.org for relevant dates and relationships. Counsel also
corresponded with Erica Isabel Norton at geni.com for assistance with
searches.

Counsel contacted churches that John L. Nelson and Vivian Nelson were
known to have attended, including the following:

» Seventh Day Adventist, Archives@gc.adventist.org,
adventistarchives.org
¢ Zion Baptist Church, Nancy Holt, Zionbaptist621@msn.com

Counsel contacted Reference Archivist David Koch, Presbyterian Historical
Society, Dkoch@history.pcusa.org

Page 4 of 5
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* Counsel searched through boxes of personal papers and music of J ohn L.
Nelson that Carmen Weatherall and Brianna Nelson found in Duane’s

apartment after his death.

Respectfully submitted,

&&g Pén,g’“

Andrew Stoltmann (admitted pro hac vice)
Celiza Braganca (admitted pro hac vice)

Stoltmann Law Offices, P.C.
10 S. LaSalle St., Suite 3500
Chicago, IL 60603

Ph: (312) 332-4200
andrew@stoltlaw.com
lisa@stoltlaw.com

Joanna Sunderland (admitted pro hac vice)

850 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 301
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Ph: (219) 201-7580
Jsunder106@aol.com
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Jennifer Santini

Sykora & Santini, PLLP

125 Main Street SE, Suite 339
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Ph: (612) 492-1844
jen@sykorasantini.com
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q %’ 9 (/ Vital Records

e
(SN

e R hos oy
555 Cedar Street
y Saint Paul, MN 55101-2209
v | Saint Paul - Ramsey County Public Health P:651.266.1333

PUBLIC HEALTH

RAMSEY COUNTY MARRIAGE RECORD REQUEST

The marriage record is permanently recorded in the county where the application was made.
If other than Ramsey, please send your request to appropriate county.

John Lewis Nelson

Groom or First Applicant - Legal Full Name k (Maiden - if applicable)
Vivian Howard Nelson Vivian Howard
Bride or Second Applicant - Legal Full Name (Maiden - if applicable)

QOctober 29, 1938

Date of Marriage

SEND TO

Name Deanna LaPage, Stoltmann Law Offices, P.C.

600 Hart Road, Suite 115
Address _

Barrington, IL 60010
Phone 312-332-4200

FEES

$9.00 per copy — Certified or Non-certified record
Number of copies

no charge - Veterans Administration copy
Please sign the following statement for certification
| hereby certify that this record is required by the VA

Make checks/money order payahle to: Ramsay County

Mail your request to: Ramsey County Marriage Records
855 Cedar Street, Saint Paul, MN 55101
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Vital Records

- 555 Cedar Street

. . Saint Paul, MN 55101
Saint Paul — Ramsey County Public Health P:651.266.1333 | F: 651.266.1279

PUBLIC HEALTHJ
) MARRIAGE RECORDS
We have marriage records for Ramsey County that go back to 1850. Until March 1, 1979, Minnesota law

required a couple to apply for their marriage license in the county in which the woman lived. Since March 1,
1979, marriage license applications can b_e made in any ¢ounty within the State of Minnesota.

The marriage recard Is permanently recorded in the county, where the applicatiod was made, regardless of where the marriage

was perfarmed. Write to the appropriate county. We will charge a search fee rate of $20.00 per hour when the infarmation
necessary to locate the document is not supplied. '

The fee for a marriage record is $9.00 for each copy.
Make checks payable to RAMSEY COUNTY.

LEEZE R LR 2 A 2 e e A e AT PR PR T E S ] d L SRS LS *****************#********f********

{fthe record you ore requesting is for the Veterans Administratian, there is NO FEE. Please sign the following statement and the
copy wil beor a special certificotion. '

.

I hereby certify thot this record is required by the Veterans Administratian.

Signed.:

*****#*’I;*****#********##******************** ET Y EETY *kk * %okok LRSS T TR EIEE SO T T T T R
; ’ 1 O We have the récard you requested an file: it Is located in Boak , Page

Please reh[t the fee as indicated and return this form.

2. g We do not have the.record you requested. .Researched years
3 E] The information you ‘have given us Is not sufficient ta locate the record you requested.
Please fill In the information below and return the form to us with the correct fee.

4. ] Your recerd has been located in - ) - County;

Fif other than Ramsey County, please send your request ta that county

s K oin They applied for a_marr/age /8ense—
o bt nbler morried

MARRIAGE RECORD INFORMATION

Date of Marriage:

Grooms Name:_'

Brides Name before marriage :

By: ~, Deputy ' ) ' ' Rev. 9/2011




10-PR-16-46 S . L
Filed in First Judicial District Court

7/25/2016 12:59:36 PM
David R. Crogkgrver County, MN

612.335.1627 DIRECT
612.335.1657 DIRECT FAX
david.crosby@stinson.com

STINSON
LEONARD
STREET

June 15, 2016

Via Email

Jayne E. Sykora, Esq.

Sykora & Santini PLLP

125 Main Street SE, Suite 339
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Re:  Heirship Claim of V.N.
Dear Ms. Sykora:

Thank you for submitting the Affidavit of Jeannine Elizabeth Halloran on behalf of her minor child, .
V.N. :

With respect to the Protocol adopted by the Court, the Special Administrator’s goal is to apply existing
Minnesota law equally to all persons claiming to potentially be an heir of the Decedent. Such relevant
law includes the Minnesota Probate Code (Minn. Stat. Ch. 524), the Minnesota Parentage Act (Minn.
Stat. §§ 257.01 through 257.75) and Minnesota common law.

Under Minnesota law, if it is determined that Decedent is not the father of any living children (or their
descendants), then Decedent’s siblings and half-siblings (and descendants of any deceased siblings and
half-siblings) may be determined to be heirs, in the event no Will is found. Minn. Stat. § 524.2-103(3).
To be a sibling or half-sibling, a person must share at least one genetic parent with Decedent. 1d.
Because they were married when Decedent was born, Mattie Della (Shaw) (“Mattie”) and John Lems
Nelson (“John™) are presumed to be Decedent’s genetic parents. Minn. Stat. § 257.55, subd. 1(a)

Only a very limited group of persons have standing to challenge that presumption, and, in any event,
the time to make such a challenge passed long ago. Minn. Stat. § 257.57, subd. 1(b). As such, there is
an irrebuttable presumption that John and Mattie are Decedent’s genetic parents. /d.; Minn. Stat.

§ 524.1.201(22) and (23); see also In re Estate of Jotham, 722 N.W.2d 447, 455-56 (2006). Thus, to
potentially qualify as an heir of Decedent as a sibling or half-sibling, the claimant must be a
descendant of either Mattie or John (or both).

Based on the materials submitted by your client, she is presumed to be the child of Duane Joseph
Nelson Jr. (“Duane Jr.”), who is presumed to be the child of Duane Joseph Nelson (Duane”). While a
birth certificate has been produced stating that Duane is the child of John and Vivian Nelson, no
evidence has been provided that John and Vivian Nelson were married at the time of Duane’s birth or
that any of the other presumptions contained in Minn. Stat. § 257.55 exist between John and Duane

10 Further, as part of Mattie and John’s divorce, a Minnesota court adjudicated that they were
Decedent’s parents.

150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300 = Minneopolis, MN 55402
www.stinsonleonord.com 612.335.1500 MAIN » 612.335.1657 FAX
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(including that John received Duane into his home and openly held him out as his biological child
before Duane turned 18 years old). As such, it is the Special Administrator’s determination that,
unless such evidence of a presumption under Minn. Stat. § 257.55 can be produced, the alleged parent-
child relationship between John and Duane will need to be established through genetic testing, in a
manner determined by the Court.

Very truly yours,

T@/ LEON:? TREET LLP
avid R. Crosby

DRC:mp

126806808.1



