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	ACTION PLAN

	
	Check one


	Responsible Entity or inidividual
	Target implementation Date

	
	Implemented
	Needs to be  Implemented
	cannot be implemented
	
	

	Pre-Petition Filing:  best practices for social servces agency’s responsibility for service delivery and county attorney’s procedures for child protection cases prior to filing juvenile protection petition

	PP1
	Agency follows has written screening criteria implementing statutory definitions of child abuse and neglect and 
	
	
	
	
	

	PP2
	Screening criteria for child abuse and neglect are published to the community 
	
	
	
	
	

	PP3
	Training is provided to mandated reporters on statutory obligation to report
	
	
	
	
	

	PP4
	Agency uses “family assessment”
 approach for low and moderate risk cases unless the safety of the child requires child protection investigation
	
	
	
	
	

	PP5
	Agency uses “traditional” investigative approach for high risk cases or cases where the child’s safety demands this approach 
	
	
	
	
	

	PP6
	County has adequate service array to address needs of children and families needing child protection intervention including:

a. accessible, culturally appropriate services are available to parents to prevent removal;

b. accessible, culturally appropriate services are available to parents to reunify  the child when the child must be removed from the parent or caretaker;

c. accessible, culturally appropriate assessments are available regarding the child’s physical and mental health;

d. accessible, culturally appropriate services are available to address the child’s physical and mental health needs; and

e. enough foster and adoptive homes that reflect the racial and ethnic diversity of  children entering care are available in the county
	
	
	
	
	

	PP7
	Agency has identified process for requesting court jurisdiction that, at a minimum, includes approval from the responsible worker’s supervisor
	
	
	
	
	

	PP8
	Agency uses the county multidisciplinary child abuse team established under Minn. Stat. § 626.558 for case consultation and planning in appropriate cases
	
	
	
	
	

	PP9
	County attorney has established procedure, including a standardized outline or other format, for obtaining information needed from the assigned social worker in order to determine adequacy of evidence to file the petition
	
	
	
	
	

	PP 10
	County attorney ensures the following items are considered as part of the decision to petition:

a. whether the agency has made reasonable efforts to prevent the placement when such efforts are required;

b. if reasonable efforts to prevent placement are not required which specific case category under Minn. Stat. § 260.012 the matter falls under;

c. identity and whereabouts of both parents;

d. identity and whereabouts of other persons who are parties;

e. identity and whereabouts of persons who may be participants under the court rules;

f. whether there are any services which could be offered to the parent at the time of the first hearing;

g. if the agency recommends placement of the child, whether there are any relatives that could be immediately considered for placement; and

h. whether there is a basis to ask for exclusion of an adult perpetrator and whether such exclusion would be enforced by the remaining parent
	
	
	
	
	

	PP 11
	County attorney follows the drafting and content requirements of RJPP 33 in preparing and filing the petition 
	
	
	
	
	

	PP 12
	Agency and county attorney ensure that compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) 25 U.S.C. § 1901 et. seq. is discussed prior to petition being filed, including:

a. whether child is an Indian child;

b. if child is Indian, which tribe is child’s tribe
 and should be given ICWA notice by registered mail;

c. protocol for involving tribe as soon as possible in case planning and placement decisions including prior to legally required notice

d. “active efforts to prevent the break up of the Indian family” as required by ICWA
	
	
	
	
	

	Training:  best practices for adequately training judges, attorneys, guardians ad litem, social workers, and court administrative staff beyond the basics of advancing or defending a matter through legal process

	T1
	All stakeholders receive training prior to serving in juvenile court, including child development, statutes, court rules, case law
	
	
	
	
	

	T2
	All stakeholders regularly receive continuing education on child development, legislation, court rules, and case law updates
	
	
	
	
	

	T3
	All stakeholders receive training and regular updates about non-adversarial case resolution for child protection matters including cases where the child cannot return to the care of the parent
	
	
	
	
	

	T4
	All stakeholders receive training on implementing the spirit and requirements of ICWA as appropriate for the number of Indian children and families coming into the county’s child protection system
	
	
	
	
	

	T5
	All stakeholders receive training to increase cultural competence in interaction with and service delivery to diverse families coming into the county’s child protection system
	
	
	
	
	

	Courtroom Facilities:  best practices for ensuring courtroom facilities meet needs of families and professionals regularly appearing in juvenile protection matters

	CF1
	Courtrooms have separate tables for county attorney/agency worker, counsel/parent, GAL, and counsel/child
	
	
	
	
	

	CF2
	Courtrooms and waiting areas are child-friendly 
	
	
	
	
	

	CF3
	Attorneys and workers have private space to meet with clients
	
	
	
	
	

	CF4
	Courtrooms have telephone and/or ITV connections
	
	
	
	
	

	CF5
	Courtrooms have computer, printer, and copier
	
	
	
	
	

	Case Assignment:  best practices for case assignment of professional judicial system stakeholders

	CA1
	Case assignment and calendaring practices ensure strong judicial oversight of child protection cases including:

a. one judge is assigned to hear the matter from CHIPS petition through final permanency order;

b. courts have uniform way of recording judge’s notes and expectations regarding next steps for parties and the status of the case to ensure continuity of judicial oversight from one hearing to the next in the event a second judge must share oversight of the case;

c. CJI district leadership work group
 monitors the number of judges hearing individual CHIPS, TPR, and permanency matters
	
	
	
	
	

	CA2
	Vertical representation:  same county attorney, GAL, and counsel for parents and child handles case from petition through permanency
	
	
	
	
	

	CA3
	Agency ensures:

a. family friendly transition of case between intake and field workers;
b. transition of case from one worker to another does not delay development or delivery of services to child or family;
c. continuity of planning occurs when more than one worker has responsibility for a case
	
	
	
	
	

	CA4
	Cases are assigned based upon reasonable caseload standards
	
	
	
	
	

	CA5
	Rotation in juvenile court is for no less than three years (and longer if possible)
	
	
	
	
	

	CA6
	Service in juvenile court is by professionals who are committed and trained to serve in juvenile court
	
	
	
	
	

	Calendaring:  best practices related to court calendaring of juvenile protection matters

	C1
	Court calendaring is respectful of the family’s and stakeholders’ time:

a. hearings are scheduled to minimize waiting time; 

b. hearings are scheduled as close to time-certain as possible
	
	
	
	
	

	C2
	Court sets sufficient time for each case:

a. hearings are at least 30 minutes in length to fully address all issues required under the court rules;

b. if necessary, another CHIPS day is added  to master calendar to accommodate increased hearing length
	
	
	
	
	

	C3
	Court has and enforces a “no continuance” policy:

a. hearings occur the date they are first scheduled;

b. hearings are not rescheduled by request to court administration; hearings are rescheduled only if a motion is filed pursuant to RJPP 15 and the court makes findings on the record as required in RJPP 5;
c. parties document to the court emergency circumstances requiring continuance
	
	
	
	
	

	C4
	Court establishes specific days/times for EPC hearings so that counsel for parents and child, GAL, and others may be “on call” to attend
	
	
	
	
	

	C5
	Court schedules settlement conference to increase ability to resolve issues and case prior to pretrial hearing
	
	
	
	
	

	C6
	Child’s tribe’s or parents’ request for additional 20 days to prepare for proceeding as required by ICWA and RJPP 32.06 is honored

	
	
	
	
	

	Front-End Loading:  best practices related to ensuring that court system immediately ensures parties’ rights can be meaningfully exercised and that the opportunity for parents to accept delivery of social services occurs very early in the court process;  also best practices related to reducing adversarial nature of court process, whever possible and appropriate

	FL1
	Court has established procedure for informing custodial parents, non-custodial parents, children, county attorneys, SWs, GsAL, counsel for parents and child, child’s tribe, foster parents, grandparents, and others of EPC hearings; contacts made or attempted are documented using EPC Hearing Checklist
	
	
	
	
	

	FL2
	Agency and county attorney have process for early identification and location of absent non-custodial parents and for assessing the appropriateness of a non-custodial parent to provide day-to-day care for the child and the necessity of a case plan for the non-custodial parent

	
	
	
	
	

	FL3
	Agency, county attorney, and GAL program have procedure for all parties to gain access to agency and GAL files in order to minimize disputes over “discovery” and resulting delays
	
	
	
	
	

	FL4
	Court uses scheduling orders in every case so parties and attorneys are aware of timelines and dates, which includes the date by which the permanency hearing must be commenced
	
	
	
	
	

	FL5
	Each child in foster care has a written Out-of-Home Placement Plan filed with the court
 that meets all requirements of Minn. Stat. § 260C.212, subd. 1, and RJPP 37 and which:

a. reflects a family-centered approach including the parents and, where appropriate, the child in its development;

b. describes how compliance will be measured;

c. is reviewed in court or through administrative process
 at least every 6 months as long as the child remains in foster care;

d. is developed in consultation with the child’s GAL, child’s tribe, and the child’s foster parent;

e. documents the agency’s consideration of the 8 factors set out at Minn. Stat. § 260C.212, subd. 2, in determining how the particular placement meets the child’s best interests;

f. includes the plan for visitation between the child and parents and the child and siblings who are not placed together
	
	
	
	
	

	FL6
	County has non-adversarial process
 in place available for use from pre-petition filing to permanent resolution of the matter to resolve issues related to child’s safety, permanency and well-being and which:

a. is used to identify and consider placement with relatives;

b. maximizes family’s ability to provide and plan for child; 

c. gives parent a fair chance to utilize services to achieve reunification;

d. ensures services and plans for child and family are culturally appropriate


	
	
	
	
	

	FL7
	Agency appears at EPC prepared to offer assessments for mental health and substance abuse, as appropriate, and with a preliminary service plan;
 agency has procedure to promptly schedule necessary assessment and service appointments and follow-up procedures to ensure parents attendance at appointments
	
	
	
	
	

	FL8
	Very early in the child’s placement, the agency conducts a thorough relative search:

a. the search includes both paternal and maternal relatives;

b. the search gives consideration to placement of the child with a fit and willing relative
 who is willing to commit to being the permanent placement for the child in the event reunification cannot occur;
 

c. if a parent refuses consent to relative search, the agency recommends to the court whether the parents refusal is in the best interests of the child, and if the parent’s withholding of consent is not in the child’s best interests, the court orders the search and the parent’s disclosure of necessary information

	
	
	
	
	

	FL9
	Placement preferences of ICWA are followed
; agency and tribe consult very early in the child’s placement and on an ongoing basis about placement with a child’s relative
	
	
	
	
	

	FL 10
	Planning, placement decisions, and court orders result in no more than 2 moves for the child during the child’s placement including into an adoptive home when that is the permanent plan for the child
	
	
	
	
	

	FL 11
	Adjudication or dismissal occurs within 60 days of the filing of the petition when the child is placed out of the home or within 60 days of the Admit/Deny Hearing when the child remains in the care of the parent

	
	
	
	
	

	FL12
	Expert testimony required to order continued out-of-home placement in ICWA cases is presented to the court within 90 days of the child’s removal

	
	
	
	
	

	Notice:  best practices beyond compliance with court rules for ensuring notice of court hearings to appropriate parties, participants, professionals, and other stakeholders

	N1
	Parties, participants, and attorneys bring calendars to every hearing so that date of next hearing may be set at end of existing hearing
	
	
	
	
	

	N2
	Written notice of the next hearing date is distributed to those present before people leave courtroom; notice is sent to parties and participants, including foster parents, who are not present
	
	
	
	
	

	N3
	Court has policy for when children appear in court and who decides when they should be there taking into consideration:

a. age and child's preference

b. disability

c. nature of case and issues to be discussed at hearing

d. whether child must be removed from school or treatment to be present
	
	
	
	
	

	N4
	Children are in court when the matter involves truancy, runaway, prostitution as a CHIPS case, or delinquents who have been found incompetent as a CHIPS case
	
	
	
	
	

	N5
	ICWA notices are filed with the court together with the returned registered mail receipts

	
	
	
	
	

	N6
	Notice of tribal request for transfer of jurisdiction in ICWA cases
 is promptly given by district court to parties and participants; district court has a protocol for transferring case and case record to tribal court including:

a. if a party requests a hearing regarding the tribe’s request, the matter is timely calendared for  hearing;

b. upon the tribal court’s filing of a notice or letter of acceptance of jurisdiction,  the court administrator completes the transfer of jurisdiction by forwarding copies of the court file and other information in a timely manner to the receiving tribal court


	
	
	
	
	

	Hearing Quality:  best practices for ensuring most progress is made at every hearing in order to achieve the goal of ensuring the child has a safe and nurturing permanent home in a timely manner

	HQ1
	All hearings are in court – no paper reviews; administrative reviews
 are conducted by the Social Services Agency and occur as specifically permitted or required under Minn. Stat. § 260C.141, subd. 2, and § 260C.212, subd. 7, and RJPP 44
	
	
	
	
	

	HQ2
	At the first hearing, the judge inquires whether the parties and participants have viewed the CJI orientation video and whether they understand their rights and responsibilities; if not, the judge explains the parties and participants rights and responsibilities;

At every hearing the judge:

a. States type and purpose of the hearing;

b. Identifies all parties, participants, and attorneys present;

c. Identifies audience members present and their relationship to the case;

d. Identifies missing parties and participants and process for providing future notice;

e. States required findings of fact, including reasonable efforts/active efforts;

f. States decision/order and inquires of parent/child understanding of the order;

g. Findings and orders address:

(1) Placement;

(2) visitation between parent and child and child and siblings;

(3) parent’s tasks before next hearing;

(4) agency’s tasks, including services which must be offered, before next hearing;

(5) GAL services/tasks required before next hearing
	
	
	
	
	

	HQ3
	Hearings are of sufficient length to fully discuss all issues required under the Rules and ensure parents and professionals understand outcome of the hearing and the court’s order
	
	
	
	
	

	HQ4
	Worker with hands-on knowledge of the current status of the case attends all hearings
	
	
	
	
	

	HQ5
	EPC, Admit/Deny, and Disposition hearings are combined when possible
	
	
	
	
	

	HQ6
	Date and time of next hearing is scheduled before parties and participants leave the courtroom; written notice of such date/time is provided to everyone present and mailed to those absent
	
	
	
	
	

	HQ7
	Active tribal participation in ICWA cases is supported including permitting tribe to appear by telephone when permitted under RJPP 12
	
	
	
	
	

	Orders:  best practices related to effectuating orders in juvenile protection proceedings

	O1
	Orders are stated on the record, reduced to writing, and distributed to parties and attorneys at end of hearing except for orders after trial 
	
	
	
	
	

	02
	If written order cannot be issued at end of hearing, then the order is distributed within 5 days of hearing
	
	
	
	
	

	O3
	Findings and orders are case specific and address reasonable efforts and the child’s need for placement at appropriate hearings including:

a. EPC:  reasonable efforts to prevent placement at the time or before the child is removed or such reasonable efforts were not required;

b. EPC:  placement is in the child’s best interest or continued custody of the child by the parent is contrary to the welfare of the child;

c. disposition and permanency:  reasonable efforts are made to reunify the child when such efforts are required; and

d. annually at post-TPR and foster care review hearings: reasonable efforts are made to finalize a permanent placement for the child when the child cannot reunify with the parent in a timely manner or when reasonable efforts for reunification are not required
	
	
	
	
	

	O4
	Orders are case specific and address “active efforts” requirement of ICWA
 at appropriate points in the proceeding
	
	
	
	
	

	Reports:  best practices for ensuring essential information on progress of case is provided to the court and stakeholders in a manner that permits meaningful hearing preparation

	R1
	GAL and SW reports are served and filed at least 5 days before each hearing (except EPC hearing)

	
	
	
	
	

	R2
	Court has policy permitting email service of GAL and SW reports
	
	
	
	
	

	R3
	Agency and GAL have policy for providing copies of service provider reports (e.g., medical, CD assessment, psychological evaluations) to parties
	
	
	
	
	

	R4
	Agency and GAL comply with requirements for content of reports outlined in RJPP 38 


	
	
	
	
	

	Legal Representation of Children and Parents:  best practices for ensuring adequate representation of parents and children in juvenile protection matters

	LR1
	Court has procedure for appointing/assigning counsel for parents and child so counsel appears at EPC or Admit/Deny Hearing, whichever is first 
	
	
	
	
	

	LR2
	Attorneys meet with clients prior to date of each hearing including EPC hearing, whenever possible
	
	
	
	
	

	LR3
	Attorneys recognize the significant counseling role they have in assisting parents to achieve safety and stability for the children

	
	
	
	
	

	LR4
	Attorneys actively participate at every stage of the proceedings from EPC through permanency
	
	
	
	
	

	LR5
	Attorneys regularly consult and counsel client at every stage of the proceeding, including the following as appropriate:

a. investigate what contacts the agency has made;

b. interview client and key witnesses;

c. review agency file and law enforcement reports;

d. obtain necessary medical, mental health, school and other records;

e. monitor client’s case plan progress;

f. call and cross-examine witnesses;

g. file and argue motions;

h. develop alternative dispositional proposals;

i. file appeals
	
	
	
	
	

	LR6
	Attorneys are willing to engage in and encourage their clients to engage in non-adversarial resolution of the case recognizing that, generally, this will result in better outcomes for children and families
	
	
	
	
	

	Agency Representation:  best practices related to representing an agency in juvenile protection matters

	AR1
	County attorney is available to the agency to timely provide answers to case specific questions and preparation for hearings
	
	
	
	
	

	AR2
	County attorney is available to the agency to timely provide legal advice on policy issues


	
	
	
	
	

	AR3
	Signature on petition means that county attorney has knowledge, information, and belief formed after reasonable inquiry that the petition is well grounded in fact and is warranted by existing law
	
	
	
	
	

	AR4
	Beyond juvenile protection rules and statutes, county attorney has knowledge of breadth of regulations affecting agency operations and practice including child protection statutes and rules, licensing statutes and rules, obligations of the welfare board under Minn. Stat. 256, adoption requirements under Minn. Stat. § 259 and court rules, and basic knowledge of Federal requirements for cases of children in foster care.
	
	
	
	
	

	Guardian Ad Litem Advocacy:  best practices related to optimal functioning of guardian ad litem as advocate for best interests of the child

	GAL1
	Court has procedure for appointing/assigning GsAL so the GAL who will serve on the case appears at EPC hearing or admit/deny hearing whichever is first 
	
	
	
	
	

	GAL2
	GAL meets with (and/or observes) child prior to date of each hearing (except EPC)
	
	
	
	
	

	GAL3
	GAL actively participates at every stage of the proceedings from EPC through permanency
	
	
	
	
	

	GAL4
	GAL decides whether to request appointment of attorney
	
	
	
	
	

	GAL5
	GAL decides whether to request appointment of counsel for child 
	
	
	
	
	

	GAL6
	GAL gathers and updates information prior to each hearing
	
	
	
	
	

	GAL7
	GAL makes independent recommendations
	
	
	
	
	

	Disposition:  Describes best practices related to ensuring meaningful disposition hearings

	D1
	Case plan is reviewed and, if appropriate, modified, and the court orders compliance by all parties and professionals
	
	
	
	
	

	D2
	If case plan is not available for review, identify the child’s and family’s needs, the services necessary to meet those needs, and order examinations, evaluations, and services for the child and/or parent; order date for submission of case plan
	
	
	
	
	

	D3
	When child remains at home, review services needed to keep child safely at home and whether those services are sufficient to avoid placement
	
	
	
	
	

	D4
	When child is in placement, review whether the agency has made reasonable or active efforts to reunify the child and why those efforts have not eliminated the necessity of removal
	
	
	
	
	

	D5
	When the case is a concurrent permanency planning case, review the agency’s efforts to place the child with a family, including a relative, committed to permanent placement of the child in the event reunification cannot be achieved


	
	
	
	
	

	90-Day Review Hearing:  Describes best practices related to ensuring meaningful review hearings

	DR1
	Review whether the agency is making reasonable, or in the case of an Indian child, active efforts to rehabilitate the family and eliminate the need for the child’s placement, including whether:

a. out-of-home placement is necessary and continues to be appropriate;

b. the Out-of-Home Placement Plan is relevant to the safety and best interests of the child including:

(1) the specific services offered to the parent and child by the agency and the cultural appropriateness of identified services;

(2) identification of any barriers to service delivery and agency’s plan to reduce or eliminate such barriers;

(3) the agency’s efforts to support the parent in making progress on the case plan including the number of times the worker has visited with the parent;

(4) the agency’s efforts to support the child in placement including the number of time the worker has  visited the child in placement;

c. the extent of progress the parent has made toward alleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating out-of-home placement is sufficient to permit the child to return home;

d. the child is receiving appropriate services;

e. the child is placed with a relative and, if not, whether the agency has completed an adequate relative search;  in ICWA cases, whether the child is placed according to the preferences of 25 U.S.C. § 1915
	
	
	
	
	

	DR2
	Determine whether the services in the case plan and the responsibilities of the parties need to be clarified or modified due to the availability of additional information or changed circumstances
	
	
	
	
	

	DR3
	Review parent and child contact, including frequency and nature of visitation and modify visitation order as necessary
	
	
	
	
	

	DR4
	Review child and sibling contact, including efforts to place siblings together and frequency and nature of contact, and modify order as necessary


	
	
	
	
	

	Permanent Placement Determination Hearing:  Describes best practices related to ensuring meaningful permanency hearings

	PPD1
	Permanency pleadings (TLC, LTFC, or TPR) are filed and served by month 11


	
	
	
	
	

	PPD2
	Permanency Progress Review Hearing commences within 6-months for a child under 8 at time CHIPS petition is filed; review includes:

a. the parents progress on the Out-of-Home Placement Plan; if the parent is not making progress on the plan, why not;

b. the provision of services by the responsible agency;

c. whether the parents have maintained regular contact with the child, and if not, why not;

d. whether the child can be returned home, and if not, whether there are grounds to terminate parental rights or transfer permanent legal and physical custody of the child to a relative
	
	
	
	
	

	PPD3
	Within 15 days of the conclusion of the Permanency Progress Review Hearing required at 6 months, the court issues an order:

a. extending the time for a permanency determination for up to a total of 6 additional months because the parent is making sufficient progress on the case plan and is visiting the child or the agency has not provided appropriate services to the parent;

b. that the agency show cause why a termination of parental rights petition not be filed and if the agency has not shown cause, order the agency to file such a petition;

c. that the agency file a petition to transfer permanent legal and physical custody of the child to a relative if the court determines that is the appropriate permanent plan for the child
	
	
	
	
	

	PPD4
	Except for children in placement due solely to their disability
, the court commences a Permanent Placement Determination Hearing by day 365 of the child’s placement to determine the permanent status of the child when a child continues in foster care for 12 months
	
	
	
	
	

	PPD5
	Within 30 days of the conclusion of the permanency hearing required at 12 months, the court issues an order that provides permanency for the child either through an order that the child shall be returned home or an order for permanent placement away from the parent in the child’s best interest
	
	
	
	
	

	PPD6
	When the court makes a prima facie determination under Minn. Stat. § 260C.178 and RJPP 33.01, subd. 3, regarding one of the conditions at Minn. Stat. § 260C.012 and reunification efforts are not required, a permanency hearing is held within 30 days
	
	
	
	
	

	PPD7
	Adoptions are finalized within 12 months of an order terminating the rights of both parents or the only known parent of a child

	
	
	
	
	

	PPD8
	Tribe is involved in permanency planning for the child from the very beginning of the child’s placement
	
	
	
	
	

	PPD9
	Expert testimony required to order termination of parental rights in ICWA cases is presented

	
	
	
	
	

	 PPD10
	Standard of proof beyond a reasonable doubt
 is met in cases where termination of parental rights is ordered and the matter is governed by ICWA
	
	
	
	
	

	Post-Permanency Review Hearing:  Describes best practices related to ensuring meaningful post-permanency review hearings

	PPH1
	If the permanency decision was TPR, a hearing must take place every 90 days for the purpose of monitoring progress toward adoption; at least annually, the court reviews and making findings on the agency’s reasonable efforts to finalize the child’s adoption, as long as the plan for the child remains adoption

	
	
	
	
	

	PPH2
	If the permanency decision was long-term foster care, a hearing must take place at least annually for the purpose of determining whether the agency is making “reasonable efforts” to finalize the permanent plan for the child including whether long-term foster care is still the best permanent plan for the child and monitoring whether child’s physical, emotional, and educational needs are being met and, if not, ordering services to meet those needs

	
	
	
	
	

	PPH3
	If a child, age 16 or older, is in foster care, the court reviews the child’s Out-of-Home Placement Plan to ensure the child is receiving appropriate services for independent living as provided in Minn. Stat. § 260C.212, subd. 1(8) 
	
	
	
	
	

	PPH4
	If the permanency decision was transfer of permanent legal and physical custody to a relative and the jurisdiction is not terminated, the hearing must take place as ordered by the court
 
	
	
	
	
	

	PPH5
	In appropriate cases, the court monitors provision of services to the child and family after an order reunifying the child with the parent

	
	
	
	
	


� “Family assessment” is the term used to describe the “alternative response” program to reports of child maltreatment authorized under Minn. Stat. § 626.5551


� An Indian child may have affiliation with more than one Indian tribe. In this case it is the tribe with which the child has more significant contacts that is considered the child’s tribe. See 25 U.S.C. § 1903.   In a dispute, the court makes the final determination about which tribe the child has more significant contacts.  See BIA Guidelines, Section B.2.(a).  The factors to be considered by the court are quite specific in the Guidelines.  The best practice is to request that the tribes decide among themselves which tribe will speak for the child.  The tribes give up a great deal of their autonomy on this issue if District Court makes the decision.





� “CJI District Leadership Workgroup” means the CJI Lead Judges, CJI District Staff, social services directors, and others identified by the district as the work group that oversees district implementation of CJI and monitors district progress on core requirements and outcomes


� See 25 U.S.C. § 1912 


� See Minn. Stat.§ 260C.212, subd. 4


� Minn. Stat. § 260C.212, subd. 1, and RJPP 7 requires the Out-of-Home Placement Plan to be filed with the court within 30 days of the filing of the petition alleging the child to be in need of protection or services when the child is ordered into foster care; Minn. Stat. § 260C.141, subd. 2, requires the plan to be filed with the petition when the petition is reviewing the voluntary placement of the child.


� “Administrative process” or “administrative review” means the process used by the social services agency to periodically review the child’s placement when such a review has not taken place in court.  Federal and state laws require such reviews at least every 6 months.  See Minn. Stat. § 260C.212, subd. 7, and 42 § U.S.C. 670 et seq.


� Non-adversarial processes can include Family Group Conferencing, Family Group Decision-Making, and other case-conferencing strategies.


� “Necessary assessments” means assessments indicated by the allegations in the petition which have led to the request that the court determine the child in need of protection or services.  “Preliminary service plan” refers to immediate steps that the parent can take, with support from the agency, to access services that the agency believes will address the conditions leading to the request to place the child out of home.  Neither phrase refers to the Out-of-Home Placement Plan. 


� Relatives must be licensed to be foster parents for the child (see Minn. Stat. § 245A); relatives must be “fit and willing” in order to take custody of the child (see Minn. Stat. § 260C.201,  subd. 11).


� Under the principles of concurrent permanency planning, the relative or foster parent committing to the child’s permanency also commits to supporting the reunification plan.


� See Minn. Stat. § 260C.212, subd. 5(b) 


� See 25 U.S.C. § 1915


� See Minn. Stat. § 260C.178, subd. 6, and RJPP 39.


� Absent extraordinary circumstances, BIA Guidelines for the Implementation of ICWA require expert testimony presented within 90 days of foster placement. See 44 Federal Register 228, page 67589.


� See 25 U.S.C. § 1912.


� See 25 U.S.C. § 1912.


� See footnote 9.


� See 25 U.S.C. § 1912(d).


� See RJPP 38.


� This CJI best practice does not ignore the ethical obligation that attorneys have to zealously represent their clients.  It does, however, recognize the national research that demonstrates that non-adversarial resolution of cases involving family issues most frequently best serves the interests of both the parent and the child.  Families come into the child protection system under traumatic circumstances and need assistance in understanding the system and support in using appropriate assistance the agency may offer.


� Children who are in placement due solely to their disability must have a permanency hearing by the time they have been in placement 14 months.  See Minn. Stat. § 260C.141, subd. 2, and RJPP 44.


� See Minn. Stat. § 259.22, subd. 4.


� See 25 U.S.C. § 1912.


� See 25 U.S.C. § 1912.


� See Minn. Stat.§ 260C.317 and RJPP 43.


� See Minn. Stat. § 260C.201, subd. 11, and § 260C.317 and RJPP 43.


� Minn. Stat. § 260C.201, subd. 11(d)(1)(vi), permits a court to maintain jurisdiction over a matter after an award of permanent legal and physical custody for the purpose of ensuring appropriate services are delivered to the child and permanent legal custodian or for the purpose of ensuring conditions ordered by the court relating to the care and custody of the child are met


� See Minn. Stat. § 260C.201, subd. 1(e),  and § 260C.312.
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