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To:  The Honorable Special Master Kpthleen Blatz
From: Jeff Spartz, AMC Executive Director
RE:  Critical County Services

The Association of Minnesota Counties [AMC) respectfully requests that several programs be funded based on
conclusions in the June 29 ruling granting temporary funding to the state.

The foliowing are programs that are not clearly identifiad in the order, but we believe fit within the context of
services that have already been deemed critical.
#11:  Funding is mandated by the supremacy clause of the U.S. Government.

*  CCSA Block Geant: This grant ¢entaing $31 million of federal Title XX funds thal the state distributes under
agreement with the federal government.

*  Title IVE: This grant contains Runds passed through from the federal government to counties.

i

*  MEIP Consolidated Fund: Thig grant contains $104 million from the federal TANE program, made available to
‘counties for helping MFIP reciients find work, determine eligibility and administer the cash portion of the MEP
cash assistance program

«  Child Support Enforcement: These grants are funded in part with federal child support incentive doilies

i Core functions include matters related to the life, health and safety of Minnesota citizens.

*  CCSA Block Grant: At feast 40¥ of these funds are used by counties to prevent children and vulnerable adults
from abuse and neglect. Thus, fontinuation of these dollars is necessary to protect the life and safety of vulnerable

cilizens.

»  Children’s Mental Heaith Scriening, and Targeted Case Managemeoent Grants sad Grants For Adults With
Serious and Persistent Me,nt.al Hlness. These grants fund work by counties {or screening, case management and
support services for seriously mvma]ly ilhindividuals. In addition, the state operated services staff dedicated to
work with the adult mental |’1L:€1 th initiatives should continue 1 he funded under this rationale.

#27:  Provision of medical services to individuals constitutes a ‘critical core function of government that
should continue to be funded’.:

» Children’s Mental Health Screening and Targeted Case Management Grants and Grants For Adults With
Serivus and Persistent Mental lness: These grants fund work by counties for screening, case management and
support services for seriously mentally il individuals. Mental health has now been recognized as having parity
with other health conditions for purposes of insurance coverage and thus should be lunded under this conclusion.
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#27: Maintenance of public safety a
functions of government.

* Relative Custody Assistance:

1d immediate public health concerns are recognized as critical core

Placement of abused and neglected chitdren with relatives is often the hest and

safest alternative for children in need of protective services. Il clients cannot be placed with these family

members, they may be forced to reside in a less safe environment.

*  Local Public Health Block Grd

nt: Minnesota Statute 145A.04 subd 6 requires city and county hoards of health to

! . R . s
"make investigations and reporps and obey instructions on the comtrol of communicable diseases as the

commissioner may direct under
cooperate so {ar as practicable
level, the Local Public Health Bl
prevention, investigation, and r
mandated in state law that are

+  Community Corrections Act S
courl’s ruling Lthat community s
government. This ruling should
In Community Corrections Act
county departments that are su
72% of Minnesota’s offenders a
department {source: MN DOC -
critical to the continued functio

section 144,12, 145A.06, subdivision 2, or 1454,087, Boards of health must

o act together to prevent and cantrol epidemic diseases.” At the city and county
yek Grantis the primary source of funding available for communicable disease
psponse activities. This funding is eritical to the communicable disease activifies
esigned Lo protect the public health of Minnesotans.

ubsidy and County Probation Officer Reimbursement: AMC supports the
upervision of offenders (prebation and parole} is a critical lunction of state

be clarified to include funds that pass through to counties to provide this service.
CCA) and County Probation Officer (CPO) counties, offenders are supervised hy
hstantially funded by the state through the CCA subsidy and CPO reimbursement.
e supervised by a CCA department and another 13% are supervised by a CPO
2010 Probation Survey). The continuation of those funds during the shutdown is

n of community supervision in Minnesota.

#39:  Funds that are lawfuily appmp%,riated should be paid on schedule.

*  County Program Aid (CPA): T]

;ne appropriation for Gounty Program Aid can be found in 477A.03, the same

section of law as Local Governmlent Aid which was veferenced on page 14 #39 of the order. AMC respectfully

requests that the $197,7490,575
* Paymentin Lieu of Taxes (P11

appropriation found in 84.51,9
as scheduted in current law,

AMC is a voluntary statewide organiz

appropriation found in 477A.03 for CPA be paid on schedule as well.

T): Like Local Government Ald and County Program Aid, PILT is a standing
FA06) and 477412 and AMC respectfully requests that payments are made

ation that assists the state’'s 87 counties in providing effective county

governance to the people of Minnesota by working dosely with the legislative and administrative branches of

government and by providing educatio
and staff.

fal programs, training, research and communications for county officials
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