
 Pandemic In-Person Hearing 
   Request Form 

Defendant Name: ________________________  Date/Time of Hearing: _________________ 

Court File No(s): _________________________  Judge of Record:  _____________________  

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

Why can’t this be heard remotely?  (Have options been considered to overcome this hurdle?  
Is there urgency requiring the hearing be heard at this time vs. a continuance?) 

Was a speedy trial demand made before November 30, 2020?   Yes No 

Is the defendant in-custody?   Yes            No  If yes, where? _______________________ 

How many people are expected to appear in-person?  Is this a hybrid hearing? 

27-CR-20-12949 Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota

12/30/2020 4:29 PM


	Defendant Name: Tou Thao
	Judge of Record: Judge Cahill
	Please explain: As of email correspondence on Dec 29 a hearing is scheduled for Jan 7. The original date of Jan 11 was moved up to accommodate the State's Motion requesting an extension for their expert witness deadline. Directly after the Jan. 7 hearing all parties will be meeting in-person with the Chief Judge and Sherrif's staff regarding courtroom logistics/security issues for the upcoming trial.  Because of this, all parties will be conducting the hearing via Zoom in the Hennepin County Government Center courtrooms. It would be more effective to have the hearing in person for two reasons: (1) all parties will already be seated in the courtrooms and (2) having the hearing via Zoom will limit the ability for the press to attend to ensure a public hearing and protect Mr. Thao's right to a public and fair hearing. 

	Court File No 1: 27-CR-20-12949
	Court File No 2: 
	Court File No 3: 
	Date and Time of Hearing: 1/7/2020
	Yes: Off
	No: Yes
	Location: N/A
	Number expected in-person: If in person, Mr. Thao will waive his right to appear. Only attorneys Robert Paule and Natalie R. Paule would appear for the Defense. 

We do not wish to speak for the other defense teams or the State for who they may bring in person. 
	Yes 2: Off
	No 2: Yes


