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Peter S. Wattson, Joseph Mansky, Nancy B. 
Greenwood, Mary E. Kupper, Douglas W. 
Backstrom and James E. Hougas III, individually 
and on behalf of all citizens and voting residents of 
Minnesota similarly situated, and League of Women 
Voters Minnesota, 

Plaintiffs, 

and 

Paul Anderson, Ida Lano, Chuck Brusven, Karen 
Lane, Joel Hineman, Carol Wegner, and Daniel 
Schonhardt, 

Plaintiff-Intervenors, 

vs. 

Steve Simon, Secretary of State of Minnesota; and 
Kendra Olson, Carver County Elections and 
Licensing Manager, individually and on behalf of all 
Minnesota county chief election officers, 

Defendants, 

and 

Frank Sachs, Dagny Heimisdottir, Michael Arulfo, 
Tanwi Prigge, Jennifer Guertin, Garrison O’Keith 
McMurtrey, Mara Lee Glubka, Jeffrey Strand, 
Danielle Main, and Wayne Grimmer, 

Plaintiffs 

and 

AFFIDAVIT OF ELIZABETH 
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ANDERSON PLAINITFFS’ 
MOTION FOR ATTORNEYS’ 

FEES AND COSTS 

May 17, 2022
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Dr. Bruce Corrie, Shelly Diaz, Alberder Gillespie, 
Xiongpao Lee, Abdirazak Mahboub, Aida Simon, 
Beatriz Winters, Common Cause, OneMinnesota.org, 
and Voices for Racial Justice, 

Plaintiff-Intervenors, 

vs. 

Steve Simon, Secretary of State of Minnesota, 

Defendant. 

I, Elizabeth M. Brama, being duly sworn, state as follows: 

1. I am an attorney and partner with the law firm of Taft Stettinius & Hollister 

LLP (“Taft”). I represent Plaintiffs Paul Anderson et al. (“Anderson Plaintiffs”) in the 

above-captioned litigation. This affidavit is based on my personal knowledge. 

2. I graduated magna cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law School 

in 2000. After graduation and completing the bar exam, I clerked for Chief Justice Kathleen 

A. Blatz of the Minnesota Supreme Court throughout the Court’s 2000-2001 term. From 

August of 2001 to March of 2002, I served as Legal Counsel to the Minnesota Special 

Redistricting Panel throughout the Zachman v. Kiffmeyer redistricting litigation. I joined 

Briggs and Morgan, P.A. (“Briggs and Morgan”) as an associate in 2002. In 2007, I became 

a shareholder at Briggs and Morgan. In January 2020, I became a partner, Practice Group 

Chair, and Executive Committee member at Taft after Taft’s merger with Briggs and 

Morgan, P.A. 
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3. My practice focuses on complex contested matters for energy companies, 

and I have successfully resolved financial disputes ranging from multi-million dollar 

acquisition matters to complex regulatory rate and administrative proceedings. I also have 

extensive experience in redistricting litigation. In addition to my work as Legal Counsel 

for the 2001-2002 Minnesota Special Redistricting Panel, I represented the plaintiffs in 

Hippert v. Ritchie before the 2011-2012 Minnesota Special Redistricting Panel. 

4. The actual attorneys’ fees incurred by the Anderson Plaintiffs in this 

litigation exceed the attorneys’ fees requested, but to limit their request to the costs 

associated with the core work in this process, the Anderson Plaintiffs only seek the 

attorneys’ fees incurred from October 1, 2021 to January 5, 2022 

5. From October 1, 2021 to January 5, 2022, the Anderson Plaintiffs incurred 

attorneys’ fees of $344,961. True and correct copies of  billing invoices from Taft in this 

matter are attached hereto as Exhibit A, showing work performed by Taft, and the rates 

charged for such work, on this matter from October 1, 2021 through January 5, 2022. 

6. The rates charged by each of the attorneys in this litigation are reflective of 

their skill, experience, and reputation. True and correct copies of each of the attorneys’ 

firm profiles are attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

7. Taft reviews its billing rates on a yearly basis and ensures that the hourly 

rates charged to the firm’s clients are reasonable. 

8. Although attorney rates in the Twin Cities have generally increased since 

Hippert v. Ritchie in 2011, the rates charged by Taft in this litigation are at or below many 

of the rates charged in Hippert. See Affidavit of Marc E. Elias in Support of Attorneys’ 
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Fees; Affidavit of David L. Lillehaug in Support of Attorneys’ Fees; Supplemental 

Affidavit of Eric J. Magnuson in Support of Attorneys’ Fees; Affidavit of Alan W. 

Weinblatt in Support of Attorneys’ Fees. True and correct copies of these filings are 

attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

9. Each of the attorneys who worked on this matter is a practicing member of 

either the Minnesota or New York bar and is in good standing.1 From October 1, 2021 to 

January 5, 2022, these attorneys engaged in: (i) legal and associated demographic research; 

(ii) consulting with and advising clients; (iii) working with consulting experts; (iv) 

attending public hearing; (v) analyzing and proposing redistricting principles; (vi) 

providing legal support for the development of proposed redistricting principles; (iv) 

analyzing existing and proposed redistricting plans; (v) providing legal support for the 

development of clients’ redistricting plans; (vi) drafting and revising briefs, pleadings, and 

presentations; (vii) analyzing the pleadings, briefs, arguments, and proposed redistricting 

principles and plans of other parties involved in the litigation and providing responses 

thereto; and (viii) preparing for and presenting oral arguments and PowerPoint 

presentations to the Special Redistricting Panel. 

10. Balancing all of the factors involved in determining a reasonable attorneys’ 

fees award, and considering the amount of attorneys’ fees requested, $344,961 represents 

a reasonable award of attorneys’ fees to Plaintiffs for their efforts in this litigation. In 

stating this opinion, I have considered the experience of the attorneys involved, the 

1 Christopher Brown is admitted to the New York bar and worked under the supervision of 
attorneys admitted to the Minnesota bar.  



-5- 

responsibility they assumed, the difficulty of the issues presented, the amount of time spent 

in prosecuting the litigation, the customary and usual fees in the community, the matter in 

dispute, and the results obtained. The work was actually performed for the Anderson 

Plaintiffs’ benefit and was necessary for their proper representation. No charges for any 

unnecessary or duplicative work or work unrelated to this matter have been submitted in 

support of this motion. 

11. The total costs incurred by the Anderson Plaintiffs from October 1, 2021 to 

January 5, 2022 is $58.97. Exhibit A correctly reflects the costs incurred by the Anderson 

Plaintiffs. 

12. I have reviewed the costs incurred by the Anderson Plaintiffs in this 

litigation. Each of the costs were actually incurred by the Anderson Plaintiffs and were 

necessary for their proper representation. No charges for unnecessary or duplicative costs 

or costs unrelated to this matter have been submitted in support of this motion. 

Consistent with Minnesota Statute § 358.116, I declare under penalty of perjury that 

everything that I have stated in this document is true and correct. 
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Dated:  May 17, 2022 

/s/ Elizabeth M. Brama
       Elizabeth M. Brama 

Hennepin County, Minnesota 
County and state signed 



Exhibit A 



Chicago / Cincinnati / Cleveland / Columbus / Dayton / Delaware / Denver / Indianapolis / Minneapolis / Northern Kentucky / Phoenix / Washington, DC 

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
2200 IDS Center, 80 South 8th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402

 Tel: 612.977.8400 / Fax: 612.977.8650
www.taftlaw.com

 November 24, 2021 
 Invoice #  3849090 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

INVOICE SUMMARY 

Client/File #100882/00001  SJR 

For professional services rendered and costs advanced through October 31, 2021: 

RE:  Minnesota Redistricting Litigation

 Professional Services        75,044.00 

Costs Advanced               .00  

 TOTAL THIS INVOICE  $      75,044.00 

DUE UPON RECEIPT 

  Paul Anderson, Ida Lano,        

  Chuck Brusven, Karen Lane,  

  Joel Hineman, Carol Wegner, 

  and Daniel Schonhardt



Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 

Client/File #100882/00001              Invoice #:  3849090 

2 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED

Date Atty Description Of Services Rendered Hours
10/01/21 EMB Coordinate map software and criteria issues .50 
10/01/21 SNL Prepare stipulation of redistricting criteria. 1.00 
10/01/21 MMF Emails regarding transmission of Maptitude files. .20 
10/02/21 EMB Assess criteria redline .50 
10/02/21 MMF Review and revise proposed stipulation redline and email E. Brama and S. 

Louwagie regarding the same; email  draft stipulation.
.60 

10/04/21 MMF Review and analyze Hippert brief and order on principles and call with S. Louwagie 
to strategize regarding opening brief structure and arguments; outline brief. 

1.40 

10/05/21 SNL Legal research on Minnesota redistricting case law. Discuss and strategize brief with 
M. Forde. Draft memorandum in support of motion to adopt redistricting principles. 

4.00 

10/05/21 MMF Draft opening brief regarding principles and communications with S. Louwagie 
regarding the same. 

7.80 

10/05/21 MMF Review and analyze draft principle proposals from opposing counsel and emails  
 regarding the same. 

1.00 

10/06/21 EMB Meet with parties regarding redistricting principles. .50 
10/06/21 EMB Review and revise principles memorandum. .80 
10/06/21 SNL Review final draft of principles brief. .80 
10/06/21 MMF Draft and revise opening principles brief and communications with S. Louwagie and 

E. Brama regarding the same. 
5.50 

10/06/21 MMF Call with opposing counsel regarding principles stipulation and communications with 
E. Brama regarding the same. 

.50 

10/07/21 SNL Revise principles brief. Discuss with M. Forde. .80 
10/07/21 MMF Review and revise memorandum in support of motion to adopt principles and 

communications regarding the same. 
1.80 

10/07/21 MMF Review and redline stipulation regarding plan submissions and communications with 
E. Brama  regarding the same.

1.10 

10/08/21 EMB Address principles stipulation and brief in support of principles. 1.30 
10/08/21 EMB Meet  regarding case planning. .50 
10/08/21 MMF Prepare for and participate in call  regarding case 

status. 
.50 

10/08/21 MMF Revisions to Anderson proposed stipulation on redistricting principles and email 
opposing counsel regarding the same. 

.80 

10/08/21 MMF Revisions to opening brief on redistricting principles. 1.20 
10/08/21 MMF Review, analyze, and respond to Sachs proposal on redistricting principles and 

multiple communications regarding the same. 
1.00 

10/10/21 EMB Attend to public hearing support and information gathering. .30 
10/10/21 SNL Prepare final motion papers, and compile summary chart regarding parties' 

principles proposals. 
3.00 

10/10/21 MMF Communications with E. Brama and S. Louwagie regarding various issues related to 
upcoming public hearings. 

.20 

10/11/21 EMB Meet  regarding principles development and areas of disagreement. .70 
10/11/21 MMF Attend public hearing via zoom. 1.20 
10/11/21 MMF Call with E. Brama,  regarding proposed principles 

stipulations and outstanding issues related to redistricting principles. 
.70 

10/11/21 MMF Research case law and review and revise opening brief on redistricting principles 
and communications  regarding the same.

1.50 

10/12/21 EMB Finalize criteria motion, memorandum, and stipulation. 1.30 
10/12/21 SNL Review and proof motion to adopt principles; legal research. Attention to emails with 

M. Forde regarding filing of motion. 
1.00 

10/12/21 MMF Attend public hearing via zoom. .80 
10/12/21 MMF Finalize and facilitate filing of motion to adopt redistricting principles and supporting 

documentation and communication  regarding the 
same. 

2.20 
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Date Atty Description Of Services Rendered Hours 
10/12/21 MMF Emails with opposing counsel regarding stipulation. .10 
10/12/21 MMF Begin to review and analyze opposing party's proposed principles and arguments. 1.00 
10/13/21 SNL Review and analyze other parties' principles filings. 2.00 
10/13/21 SNL Attend public comment hearing. 1.00 
10/13/21 MMF Continue reviewing and analyzing opposing party's proposed principles and 

arguments in support of the same and begin outlining response thereto. 
2.80 

10/14/21 EMB  meeting regarding litigation matters. 1.50 
10/14/21 SNL Research and draft response to other parties' redistricting criteria. 7.20 
10/14/21 MMF Review and analyze opposing counsel briefs and begin drafting response thereto. 2.50 
10/14/21 MMF Attend public hearing. 1.00 
10/15/21 SNL Draft response to other parties' redistricting criteria. 1.50 
10/15/21 MMF Draft brief responding to opposing party principles and communications with S. 

Louwagie regarding the same. 
6.20 

10/15/21 MMF Attend public hearing. .80 
10/16/21 MMF Continue drafting brief responding to opposing party principles and communications 

with S. Louwagie regarding the same. 
4.30 

10/16/21 MMF Email  regarding public hearings. .20 
10/17/21 SNL Draft principles response brief. 2.50 
10/17/21 MMF Continue drafting brief responding to opposing party principles and communications 

with S. Louwagie regarding the same. 
3.10 

10/18/21 EMB Work on principles response brief. 3.20 
10/18/21 SNL Review and revise, re-organize principles response brief. 1.00 
10/18/21 MMF Research case law regarding and continue drafting brief responding to opposing 

parties' proposed principles and communications with E. Brama and S. Louwagie 
regarding the same. 

9.80 

10/18/21 MMF Attend public hearing virtually. .60 
10/19/21 EMB Further revisions to response brief. 2.50 
10/19/21 EMB Communications  regarding response brief. .70 
10/19/21 SNL Legal research. Conference call . Revise response memorandum. 6.00 
10/19/21 MMF Revise brief responding to proposed principles and draft additional arguments for 

incorporation into the same; numerous communications with  E. Brama, 
and S Louwagie regarding response brief. 

11.60 

10/19/21 MMF Travel to and attend meeting regarding update on litigation. 1.60 
10/20/21 EMB Work on finalization of response brief and work sessions  revising same. 2.90 
10/20/21 SNL Conference calls regarding response brief. Revisions and additions to same. 5.80 
10/20/21 MMF Further revisions to response brief; finalize and file response brief; numerous 

communications with  E. Brama, and S. Louwagie regarding the same; 
final review of opposing party submissions and arguments for inclusion in final brief; 
review and analyze response briefs of Sachs Plaintiffs, Wattson Plaintiffs, and Corrie 
Plaintiffs. 

14.20 

10/21/21 EMB Review other plaintiffs' response briefs and begin to map out oral argument. 2.20 
10/21/21 MMF Attend public hearing virtually. 1.00 
10/21/21 MMF Communications regarding responsive briefs. .20 
10/21/21 MMF Review and analyze response briefs filed by the Corrie Plaintiffs, Sachs Plaintiffs, 

and Wattson Plaintiffs. 
2.00 

10/22/21 EMB Communications  regarding oral argument and case strategy. .50 
10/25/21 MMF Review and analyze redistricting principle briefing and begin preparing themes for 

upcoming oral argument. 
1.80 

10/26/21 SNL Meeting regarding: oral argument preparation. Prepare draft outline. 1.50 
10/26/21 MMF Work on oral argument themes and potential panel questions and confer with 

litigation team regarding the same. 
1.00 

10/26/21 MMF Emails  regarding oral argument. .10 
10/26/21 MMF Review order on oral argument and remaining briefing and email  

 regarding the same. 
.30 

10/27/21 EMB Work on oral argument and confer with team on same. .60 
10/27/21 SNL Conference call  regarding oral argument. .60 
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Date Atty Description Of Services Rendered Hours 
10/27/21 MMF Review  comments on oral argument themes and participate in call 

regarding upcoming oral argument. 
.70 

10/27/21 MMF Email  regarding outstanding tasks and upcoming oral 
argument. 

.10 

10/27/21 MMF Review new articles regarding arguments in support of and against various 
redistricting principles and email litigation team regarding the same. 

.50 

10/27/21 ACR Review background documents and briefing to become familiar with case. 1.70 
10/28/21 EMB Further develop oral argument outline. 1.50 
10/28/21 SNL Research Supreme Court case law for oral argument outline. 2.50 
10/28/21 MMF Review and revise oral argument outline based upon call  

 and additional review of briefing. 
1.00 

10/28/21 ACR Call with Sam Louwagie regarding background of case, case strategy, and next 
steps in litigation. 

.30 

10/28/21 ACR Review briefing on redistricting criteria. .40 
10/29/21 EMB Meet  regarding oral argument preparation. .60 
10/29/21 MMF Prepare for and participate in call with E. Brama,  

regarding upcoming oral argument. 
.60 

10/31/21 MMF Revise oral argument outline and email E. Brama regarding the same. .50 

 TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  $      75,044.00 

TOTAL THIS INVOICE  $      75,044.00           

SUMMARY OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES           

Atty Name Staff Level Hours Rate Total 

EMB Elizabeth M. Brama Partner 22.60 580.00 13,108.00 

SNL Samual Louwagie Associate 42.20 350.00 14,770.00 

MMF Maren M. Forde Partner 99.60 465.00 46,314.00 

ACR A. Christopher Brown Associate 2.40 355.00 852.00 

TOTALS 166.80 75,044.00 



Chicago / Cincinnati / Cleveland / Columbus / Dayton / Delaware / Denver / Indianapolis / Minneapolis / Northern Kentucky / Phoenix / Washington, DC 

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
2200 IDS Center, 80 South 8th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402

 Tel: 612.977.8400 / Fax: 612.977.8650
www.taftlaw.com

 December 13, 2021 
 Invoice #  3867251 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

INVOICE SUMMARY 

Client/File #100882/00001  SJR 

For professional services rendered and costs advanced through November 30, 2021: 

RE:  Minnesota Redistricting Litigation

 Professional Services        72,753.00 

Costs Advanced             15.00  

 TOTAL THIS INVOICE  $      72,768.00 

DUE UPON RECEIPT 

  Paul Anderson, Ida Lano,         

 Chuck Brusven, Karen Lane,    

 Joel Hineman, Carol Wegner,   

 and Daniel Schonhardt
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED

Date Atty Description Of Services Rendered Hours
11/01/21 MMF Review and revise spreadsheet analysis of opposing party arguments in preparation 

for upcoming oral argument. 
1.80 

11/02/21 EMB Prepare for oral argument. 2.30 
11/02/21 MMF Prepare for and participate in mock argument and oral argument strategy meeting 

with E. Brama,  including review of briefing and 
preparation of potential questions. 

3.00 

11/03/21 EMB Prepare for and participate in oral argument before the panel, and follow-up with 
team regarding same. 

3.80 

11/03/21 MMF Attend oral argument on redistricting principles and communications with E. Brama 
 regarding the same. 

2.30 

11/04/21 EMB Meeting  regarding litigation update and strategy. .40 
11/04/21 MMF Participate in redistricting update call .40 
11/04/21 MMF Communications with C. Brown regarding case strategy for upcoming briefing on 

redistricting plans. 
.20 

11/04/21 ACR Review briefs from Hippert litigation for purpose of drafting outline for memorandum 
in support of district map. 

1.20 

11/05/21 EMB Prepare communication  regarding map planning. .40 
11/08/21 ACR Draft outline for memorandum in support of redistricting plan. 3.80 
11/09/21 MMF Review and revise draft outlines for legislative and congressional redistricting plans. 1.00 
11/09/21 ACR Draft outlines for memoranda in support of congressional and legislative redistricting 

plans. 
4.60 

11/10/21 MMF Communications with  and J. Duxbury regarding public comments. .20 
11/11/21 JMDC Talk to M. Forde about collecting data and creating a share file site and begin to 

collect documents. 
.50 

11/12/21 HLMX Add new matter to Practice Support tracking database; create a Client Vault and 
coordinate with IT to grant user access; once created, release newly created client 
vault to legal team. 

.60 

11/12/21 JMDC Arrange for Client Vault and document repository creation; collect and organize 
documents and and load to document repository and update legal team  
of same. 

6.80 

11/15/21 JMDC Provide screen shot and directions for bulk downloading from document repository. .20 
11/16/21 EMB Review legislative mapping  considerations and historical data in preparation for 

meeting 
1.30 

11/16/21 JMDC Address user rights issues and add A. Wolkerstorfer as user of document repository. .30 
11/17/21 EMB Meet  regarding legislative map development and strategy. 1.70 
11/17/21 JMDC Save new comments to Client Vault and document repository. .10 
11/17/21 MMF Meet  to review legislative maps and develop strategy for briefing. 1.70 
11/17/21 MMF Review and analyze legislative district maps in preparation of upcoming meeting. 1.20 
11/17/21 MMF Review and analyze written public testimony in preparation for drafting of legislative 

and congressional briefs. 
2.10 

11/17/21 ACR Meeting  to view and discuss proposed legislative map. 2.00 
11/18/21 EMB Assess Panel order on criteria and communications  regarding same. 1.40 
11/18/21 EMB Attend to case strategy updates and planning. .50 
11/18/21 MMF Review and analyze order establishing redistricting principles and communication 

 regarding the same. 
1.50 

11/18/21 MMF Begin drafting brief in support of legislative redistricting maps and communications 
with C. Brown regarding the same. 

3.40 

11/19/21 EMB Work on map briefing and associated questions 1.40 
11/19/21 JMDC Arrange for new document repository for Legislative plan redistricting and discuss 

same with M. Forde. 
.50 

11/19/21 MMF Continue drafting brief in support of legislative redistricting map. 4.20 
11/19/21 ACR Draft brief in support of legislative redistricting plan. 4.90 
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Date Atty Description Of Services Rendered Hours 
11/21/21 ACR Email communications with Liz Braun and Maren Forde regarding timing of drafts of 

briefs in support of legislative and congressional plans. 
.10 

11/22/21 EMB Meet  regarding congressional map development. .80 
11/22/21 EMB Work on congressional map development and briefing. .60 
11/22/21 MMF Review and analyze legislative plan reports and continue drafting brief in support of 

legislative redistricting map. 
7.50 

11/22/21 MMF Participate in zoom meeting regarding congressional maps. .80 
11/22/21 ACR Meeting with Liz Brama, Maren Forde,  regarding process of 

drafting congressional district plan. 
.80 

11/22/21 ACR Draft brief in support of congressional redistricting plan. 2.40 
11/23/21 JMDC Collect recent uploads to House Redistricting website and add to document 

repository. 
.50 

11/23/21 MMF Review and analyze legislative plan reports and continue drafting brief in support of 
legislative redistricting map. 

8.20 

11/23/21 MMF Communications  regarding outstanding information needed for 
legislative briefing. 

.20 

11/23/21 ACR Draft brief in support of congressional redistricting plan. 6.20 
11/24/21 MMF Review and analyze legislative plan reports and continue drafting brief in support of 

legislative redistricting map. 
8.50 

11/24/21 ACR Draft brief in support of congressional redistricting plan and review written public 
comments for support to include in brief. 

5.40 

11/26/21 ACR Draft brief in support of congressional plan. 3.10 
11/27/21 MMF Draft and revise memorandum in support of motion to adopt legislative redistricting 

plan. 
10.50 

11/27/21 ACR Draft brief in support of congressional plan. 1.10 
11/28/21 MMF Draft and revise memorandum in support of motion to adopt legislative redistricting 

plan. 
4.60 

11/28/21 MMF Communications  regarding upcoming meeting . .20 
11/28/21 ACR Draft and revise brief in support of congressional plan. 3.00 
11/29/21 EMB Meet  regarding map development. 1.40 
11/29/21 EMB Assess and revise legislative map briefing. 3.70 
11/29/21 HLMX Coordinate with IT to grant client vault access to C. Brown; release permissions to 

user once ready per J. Duxbury-Cameron; troubleshoot permission issues with client 
vault and confer with IT. 

.30 

11/29/21 MMF Revise memorandum in support of motion to adopt legislative redistricting plan and 
communications with E. Brama regarding the same 

3.80 

11/29/21 MMF Review and revise memorandum in support of congressional redistricting plan and 
communications with C. Brown regarding the same. 

3.10 

11/29/21 MMF Prepare for and attend meeting  regarding congressional 
redistricting plan. 

1.50 

11/29/21 MMF Review and analyze email and maps from Data Science Citizens and emails  
 regarding the same. 

.70 

11/29/21 ACR Review and revise brief in support of legislative plan. 4.50 
11/29/21 ACR Attend meeting to discuss congressional map and congressional map alternatives. 1.40 
11/29/21 ACR Meeting with Maren Forde concerning draft of brief in support of congressional plan. .40 
11/29/21 ACR Revise brief in support of congressional plan. 1.60 
11/30/21 EMB Assess and revise congressional map briefing. 1.20 
11/30/21 JMDC Collect recently filed documents in the Special MN Judicial Panel on Redistricting 

and save same to Client Vault and document repository. 
.20 

11/30/21 MMF Revise memorandum in support of motion to adopt legislative redistricting plan. 3.80 
11/30/21 MMF Review and analyze amicus application, begin drafting opposition thereto, and email 

 regarding the same. 
2.50 

11/30/21 MMF Review and revise memorandum in support of congressional redistricting plan and 
communications with C. Brown regarding the same 

2.70 

11/30/21 MMF Communication  regarding outstanding reports and information for 
congressional plan briefing. 

.30 
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Date Atty Description Of Services Rendered Hours 
11/30/21 ACR Revise brief in support of congressional plan; draft email  concerning reports 

needed for brief in support of congressional plan. 
8.10 

 TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  $      72,753.00 

COSTS ADVANCED

Date Description Qty Amount 

8/01/21 Misc., Wisconsin TechSearch, Articles (WI 
TechSearch) 

15.00 

TOTAL COSTS ADVANCED                          $              15.00 

TOTAL THIS INVOICE  $      72,768.00           

SUMMARY OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES           

Atty Name Staff Level Hours Rate Total 

EMB Elizabeth M. Brama Partner 20.90 580.00 12,122.00 

HLMX Heather L. Mills Paralegal .90 230.00 207.00 

JMDC Jessie M Duxbury-Camer Paralegal 9.10 325.00 2,957.50 

MMF Maren M. Forde Partner 81.90 465.00 38,083.50 

ACR A. Christopher Brown Associate 54.60 355.00 19,383.00 

TOTALS 167.40 72,753.00 



Chicago / Cincinnati / Cleveland / Columbus / Dayton / Delaware / Denver / Indianapolis / Minneapolis / Northern Kentucky / Phoenix / Washington, DC 

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
2200 IDS Center, 80 South 8th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402

 Tel: 612.977.8400 / Fax: 612.977.8650
www.taftlaw.com

 January 6, 2022 
 Invoice #  3883467 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

INVOICE SUMMARY 

Client/File #100882/00001  SJR 

For professional services rendered and costs advanced through January 5, 2022: 

RE:  Minnesota Redistricting Litigation

 Professional Services       197,164.00 

Costs Advanced             43.97  

 TOTAL THIS INVOICE  $     197,207.97 

DUE UPON RECEIPT 

  Paul Anderson, Ida Lano,        

  Chuck Brusven, Karen Lane,   

  Joel Hineman, Carol Wegner,  

  and Daniel Schonhardt
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2 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED

Date Atty Description Of Services Rendered Hours
12/01/21 EMB Assess and revise congressional map briefing. 2.50 
12/01/21 EMB Status and strategy meeting . .50 
12/01/21 JMDC Arrange for new Congressional Plan Information document repository and manage 

users; collect, organize and upload to share file site judicial special panel public 
hearing transcripts; search for images of percent of population change in last two 
censuses. 

1.40 

12/01/21 MMF Draft opposition to amicus motion. 4.70 
12/01/21 MMF Status update . .50 
12/01/21 MMF Meet  regarding congressional map tools. .50 
12/01/21 MMF Meet  regarding necessary congressional map reports. .30 
12/01/21 MMF Review and revise congressional plan brief and communications with E. Brama and 

C. Brown regarding the same. 
4.20 

12/01/21 MMF Review public testimony and revise legislative brief. 4.40 
12/01/21 MMF Numerous communications  regarding outstanding information for 

legislative brief and other outstanding issues. 
.50 

12/01/21 ACR Revise draft of brief in support of congressional plan (5.0); review transcripts of 
testimony from public hearings (1.2). 

6.20 

12/01/21 ACR Meeting  regarding  reports. .50 
12/01/21 ACR Draft list of information needed  to complete brief in support of 

congressional plan. 
1.60 

12/02/21 EMB Assess and revise congressional brief. 1.40 
12/02/21 MMF Meeting  regarding various issues related to upcoming submission 

of redistricting plans and briefs. 
.40 

12/02/21 MMF Revise opposition to amicus application and communications with E. Brama  
 regarding the same. 

1.50 

12/02/21 MMF Review public hearing testimony and add supporting citations to legislative brief. 2.50 
12/02/21 MMF Review and revise congressional redistricting brief and communications with C. 

Brown and E. Brama regarding the same. 
2.60 

12/02/21 MMF Revise legislative redistricting brief, including incorporation of comments and edits  3.80 

12/02/21 MMF Review order on mapping requirements and email  regarding the same. .30 
12/02/21 MMF Communications with  regarding supporting information for congressional 

redistricting brief. 
.30 

12/02/21 ACR Meeting with  and Maren Forde concerning printing maps and 
reports for congressional and legislative plan briefs and updated congressional plan. 

.40 

12/02/21 ACR Review and revise opposition to application for Citizen Data Scientists to join as 
amici. 

1.00 

12/02/21 ACR Review and notate public hearing transcripts. 1.20 
12/02/21 ACR Revise brief in support of congressional plan. 4.90 
12/03/21 EMB Review and revise legislative and congressional briefs and supporting material. 2.40 
12/03/21 MMF Finalize and file opposition to amicus motion. .50 
12/03/21 MMF Review and analyze reply in support of amicus motion and email  

regarding the same. 
.60 

12/03/21 MMF Numerous communications with  regarding redistricting plans, maps, and 
strategy, including zoom conference. 

1.00 

12/03/21 MMF Review and analyze legislative and congressional district maps and communications 
with  regarding the same; coordinate printing of paper maps for review.

.80 

12/03/21 MMF Review  comments to congressional district brief and communications with 
C. Brown regarding the same. 

1.20 

12/03/21 MMF Review  comments to legislative brief, responses to outstanding questions, 
and updated images and screenshots, and revise legislative brief and email  

 regarding the same. 

4.50 
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12/03/21 MMF Analyze brief for additional outstanding information and email  regarding 

the same. 
.70 

12/03/21 ACR Meeting with  Maren Forde, and Elizabeth Brama regarding status of briefs 
and strategy for reply briefs. 

.70 

12/03/21 ACR Reviewed congressional brief and drafted list of areas of congressional brief where 
more support/data is needed. 

.70 

12/03/21 ACR Review and notate public testimony. 3.70 
12/03/21 ACR Revise brief in support of congressional redistricting plan. 4.30 
12/04/21 MMF Review plan reports for compliance with court order, communications  

regarding the same, and organize for filing. 
1.00 

12/04/21 MMF Review and revise congressional plan brief and communications with C. Brown 
regarding the same. 

2.20 

12/04/21 MMF Call to discuss redistricting data and revise legislative plan brief based on the same. 2.50 
12/04/21 ACR Revised and draft additions to brief in support of congressional plan. 5.30 
12/04/21 ACR Confirm numbers of counties and cities that exceed ideal population deviation for 

brief in support of legislative plan; draft list of topics for  on which to 
advise. 

.80 

12/05/21 MMF Zoom call to discuss outstanding questions related to congressional and legislative 
plan brief. 

.80 

12/05/21 MMF Review legislative plan brief and communications with C. Brown regarding the same. .50 
12/05/21 MMF Revise legislative plan brief and communications  regarding the same. 2.10 
12/05/21 ACR Meeting with Maren Forde and  concerning legislative and 

congressional plan briefs. 
.90 

12/05/21 ACR Draft additions to brief in support of congressional plan in light of input  2.90 

12/06/21 EMB Assess and revise legislative and congressional briefs. 2.40 
12/06/21 EMB Attend to Panel order on amicus motion. .40 
12/06/21 MMF Review and analyze amicus order and email  regarding the same. .30 
12/06/21 MMF Review redistricting maps, communications regarding the same, and prepare for 

filing. 
.50 

12/06/21 MMF Review Panel order regarding filing submissions in preparation for filing of 
redistricting plans and reports. 

.50 

12/06/21 MMF Review and prepare maptitude reports for filing. 1.20 
12/06/21 MMF Review and revise congressional brief and communications with C. Brown and E. 

Brama regarding the same. 
2.50 

12/06/21 MMF Review and revise legislative brief and communications with  E. Brama, 
and C. Brown regarding the same. 

3.70 

12/06/21 ACR Fact and cite check brief in support of legislative plan; revise brief in support of 
congressional plan. 

7.70 

12/07/21 EMB Revise and finalize congressional and legislative briefs and supporting materials. 3.20 
12/07/21 EMB Initial assessment of parties' maps and briefs. 1.20 
12/07/21 JMDC Collect and save locally documents saved to sharefiles; check for updates on MN 

House, MN Senate, MN Judicial Branch redistricting pages, save and upload new 
documents locally and on sharefile. 

.70 

12/07/21 MMF Revise, finalize and facilitate filing of legislative and congressional briefs, maps, and 
reports. 

6.50 

12/07/21 MMF Begin review and analysis of redistricting plans and briefs filed by opposing parties. 2.50 
12/07/21 ACR Review Corrie plaintiffs' memorandum and reports in support of congressional plan. .50 
12/07/21 ACR Final proofread and revisions of briefs in support of congressional and legislative 

redistricting plans. 
4.80 

12/08/21 EMB Assess parties' map submissions. 1.20 
12/08/21 EMB Communications  regarding parties' map submissions. .50 
12/08/21 JMDC Arrange for new sharefile site for redistricting plan  and upload redistricting plans to 

sharefile. 
.90 

12/08/21 MMF Prepare for and participate in call  regarding congressional 
redistricting plans. 

.60 
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12/08/21 MMF Review and analyze congressional redistricting plans and briefs and begin to outline 

and draft response thereto. 
9.40 

12/08/21 MMF Communication with Panel and opposing counsel regarding block equivalency files. .20 
12/08/21 MMF Review and analyze amicus brief and email  regarding the same. 1.00 
12/08/21 ACR Meeting with Elizabeth Brama; Maren Forde; and  to discuss 

opposition parties' congressional maps. 
.60 

12/08/21 ACR Draft charts summarizing parties' congressional map statistics for response brief. 2.10 
12/08/21 ACR Review and analyze opposing parties' congressional maps and briefs; draft list of 

congressional map differences. 
4.40 

12/09/21 MMF Review and analyze congressional plans and draft brief responding to the same. 10.70 
12/09/21 ACR Draft list of differences between Corrie plaintiff plan and Anderson plan. 3.50 
12/09/21 ACR Draft sections of response brief for congressional plan. 3.30 
12/10/21 EMB Work with team on development of reply briefs. 1.50 
12/10/21 MMF Review and analyze congressional plans and draft response thereto. 8.60 
12/10/21 MMF Emails  regarding responsive briefs. .20 
12/10/21 ACR Draft arguments for congressional plan response brief. 4.90 
12/10/21 ACR Begin draft of political subdivisions argument section for congressional plan 

response. 
1.90 

12/11/21 MMF Review and analyze congressional plans and draft response thereto. 7.50 
12/11/21 MMF Review and analyze opposing parties reports of their legislative plans. 1.40 
12/11/21 ACR Draft response for congressional plan. 5.40 
12/12/21 EMB Revise congressional response brief. 2.80 
12/12/21 MMF Review and analyze legislative plans, reports, and briefs of opposing parties and 

outline responses thereto. 
3.80 

12/12/21 MMF Revise congressional response brief and communications with E. Brama regarding 
the same. 

1.30 

12/12/21 ACR Draft response for legislative plan. 6.00 
12/13/21 EMB Revise response briefs and attend to open fact matters for same. 1.50 
12/13/21 EMB Meeting  regarding responsive briefing. .50 
12/13/21 MMF Revise congressional response brief and communications with  and E. 

Brama regarding the same. 
3.10 

12/13/21 MMF Review and analyze legislative plans and reports of opposing parties and draft 
response thereto. 

11.50 

12/13/21 MMF Communications  regarding congressional plan brief and additional 
information requests and review  revisions and comments to congressional 
plan brief. 

.50 

12/13/21 MMF Meeting  regarding legislative plan response. .50 
12/13/21 ACR Meeting with  Elizabeth Brama, and Maren Forde regarding 

legislative plan response strategy. 
.70 

12/13/21 ACR Draft response for legislative plan. 7.20 
12/14/21 EMB Attend to response briefing strategy matters. 1.50 
12/14/21 JMDC Add  users to redistricting response sharefile. .30 
12/14/21 MMF Review and analyze legislative plans, reports, and briefs and draft response thereto. 14.50 
12/14/21 MMF Call with  regarding requests for information. .20 
12/14/21 ACR Draft communities of interest and reservation split sections of response for 

legislative plan. 
7.60 

12/15/21 EMB Revise response briefs. 2.40 
12/15/21 MMF Review and revise legislative plan response brief and communications with E. 

Brama, C. Brown, and  regarding the same.
3.80 

12/15/21 MMF Review and revise congressional plan response brief and communications with C. 
Brown and  regarding the same.

2.70 

12/15/21 ACR Legal research .40 

12/15/21 ACR Revise and draft additions to responses for legislative and congressional plan. 7.90 
12/16/21 EMB Work on response briefs. 1.90 
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12/16/21 MMF Review and revise legislative response brief and communications with C. Brown and 

 regarding the same. 
5.50 

12/16/21 MMF Review and revise congressional response brief and communication with C. Brown 
and  regarding the same.

4.60 

12/16/21 MMF Meeting with  and C. Brown regarding response briefs. .40 
12/16/21 ACR Meeting with  and Maren Forde regarding final edits to congressional 

and legislative response brief. 
.30 

12/16/21 ACR Review briefs of opposing parties to confirm no remaining arguments need to be 
addressed in response briefs. 

1.40 

12/16/21 ACR Revise, draft additions to, and proofread response briefs for congressional and 
legislative plans. 

7.80 

12/17/21 EMB Final reviews and revisions to response briefs. 2.40 
12/17/21 MMF Revise, finalize, and facilitate filing of responsive briefs. 6.00 
12/17/21 MMF Communications with  regarding responsive briefs, including briefs filed by 

opposing parties. 
.50 

12/17/21 ACR Compiled reports for legislative response brief appendix. .40 
12/17/21 ACR Proofread and revise legislative response brief. 1.90 
12/18/21 MMF Review and analyze opposing parties' redistricting response briefs. 2.00 
12/20/21 MMF Review and analyze responsive briefs and begin to outline plan for oral argument. 3.80 
12/20/21 MMF Communications  regarding upcoming oral argument. .10 
12/20/21 ACR Review  response brief and analyze to determine discrepancy 

regarding our metrics and their characterization of our metrics. 
2.30 

12/21/21 EMB Develop strategy for oral argument. 1.70 
12/21/21 MMF Meet with E. Brama and C. Brown regarding strategy for oral argument and 

presentations. 
1.00 

12/21/21 MMF Review and analyze responsive briefs and work on presentations for oral argument. 3.50 
12/21/21 ACR Meeting with Liz Brama and Maren Forde regarding strategy and next steps for oral 

argument and visual presentation. 
1.00 

12/21/21 ACR Draft analysis of parties' responses 1.00 
12/21/21 ACR Reviewed and analyzed response briefs of parties. 4.90 
12/22/21 MMF Prepare for and participate in conference with  and C. 

Brown regarding upcoming oral argument presentation. 
.50 

12/22/21 MMF Prepare outline of oral argument and email  regarding the same. .60 
12/22/21 MMF Work on PowerPoint Presentation for upcoming oral argument. 1.40 
12/22/21 MMF Calls with  attorneys regarding  new 

congressional map. 
.30 

12/22/21 ACR Meeting with Maren Forde;  concerning strategy for 
upcoming oral argument. 

.50 

12/22/21 ACR Draft outline for Power Point presentation for oral argument. 1.60 
12/23/21 EMB Work on oral argument preparations. 1.30 
12/23/21 MMF Prepare presentation for upcoming oral argument. 2.10 
12/23/21 MMF Communications with E. Brama regarding upcoming oral argument. .20 
12/25/21 ACR Draft slides for oral argument Power Point presentation. 3.60 
12/27/21 EMB Attend to oral argument preparations. 1.50 
12/27/21 MMF Review legislative plan briefing and prepare presentations for upcoming oral 

argument and communications with C. Brown regarding the same. 
8.50 

12/27/21 ACR Draft slides and script for oral argument Power Point presentation. 8.80 
12/28/21 EMB Revise oral argument presentation. 1.50 
12/28/21 MMF Prepare presentations for upcoming oral argument and communications with C. 

Brown and E. Brama regarding the same. 
7.30 

12/28/21 MMF Review amended order regarding upcoming argument. .20 
12/28/21 MMF Email  regarding amended order and other issues regarding upcoming 

argument. 
.30 

12/28/21 ACR Re-review response briefs and draft list of questions for oral argument preparation. 2.20 
12/28/21 ACR Draft response presentation for oral argument. 2.90 
12/28/21 ACR Proof, revised, and draft additions to Power Point presentation for oral argument. 4.10 
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12/29/21 EMB Provide feedback and revisions to oral argument presentations and prepare for oral 

argument. 
1.80 

12/29/21 MMF Review motion to supplement by Amici and communications  and E. 
Brama regarding the same. 

.50 

12/29/21 MMF Review and revise PowerPoint presentations. 1.30 
12/29/21 MMF Review and revise Q&A doc in preparation for upcoming oral argument. .50 
12/29/21 ACR Re-reviewed Sachs and Wattson congressional and legislative response briefs and 

drafted questions panel may ask in oral argument based on review of briefing. 
4.00 

12/29/21 ACR Revised Power Point presentation for oral argument and drafted additional slides. 4.10 
12/29/21 ACR Revise and draft additions to response Power Point presentation for oral argument. .80 
12/30/21 EMB Revise oral argument presentations. 1.20 
12/30/21 EMB Meet  regarding oral argument and presentations. 1.00 
12/30/21 MMF Meeting  E. Brama, and C. Brown regarding upcoming oral argument. 1.10 
12/30/21 MMF Review uploaded maps, comments on presentations, and revisions to PowerPoint 

presentations. 
1.00 

12/30/21 MMF Communications regarding amicus motion and response to Corrie's supplemental 
congressional plan. 

.30 

12/30/21 ACR Email communication with Maren Forde regarding oral argument presentation. .20 
12/30/21 ACR Revise main and response Power Point presentations for oral argument. 1.50 
12/30/21 ACR Meeting with Liz Brama; Maren Forde; and  regarding strategy and 

talking points for upcoming oral argument. 
1.10 

12/30/21 ACR Research for cases and articles  

. 

.90 

12/31/21 MMF Prepare analysis of  for upcoming argument. 1.20 
12/31/21 MMF Review and revise PowerPoint presentation for upcoming argument. 1.50 
12/31/21 ACR Analyze  for 

Power Point presentation for oral argument. 
.90 

12/31/21 ACR Legal research for cases and articles  
. 

1.40 

12/31/21 ACR Revise and draft addition to main and response Power Point presentations for oral 
argument (2.3); revise Q&A document for oral argument prep (.5); revise document 
responding to Wattson criticisms of partisanship (.4). 

3.20 

1/01/22 EMB Finalize presentations and incorporate new data. 2.50 
1/01/22 ACR Research for cases or articles  .90 

1/02/22 EMB Develop oral argument preparations and information 1.60 
1/03/22 EMB Prepare for oral argument and run through presentations 3.50 
1/03/22 MMF Preparations for upcoming oral argument, including final revisions to presentations, 

and meetings with E. Brama  regarding the same.
3.20 

1/03/22 MMF Communication  regarding expectations for upcoming hearing. .30 
1/03/22 ACR Meeting with Liz Brama; Maren Forde;  for oral 

argument prep. 
2.70 

1/03/22 ACR Revised opening and response presentations to incorporate  comments. .90 
1/03/22 ACR Proofread opening and response oral argument presentations. 1.00 
1/03/22 ACR Revise proposed responses to Wattson allegations of partisanship to incorporate 

input .
.60 

1/03/22 ACR Research 1.20 

1/04/22 EMB Prepare for  oral argument before Panel, and follow up on 
same 

8.90 

1/04/22 MMF Attend oral arguments on redistricting plan and communications with E. Brama and 
 regarding the same. 

6.70 

1/04/22 ACR View redistricting oral arguments, take notes, and remain on standby in case of 
immediate research needs. 

3.80 

1/05/22 EMB Follow-up on oral argument. .40 
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 TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  $     197,164.00 

COSTS ADVANCED

Date Description Amount 

12/18/21 Delivery on, Platinum Courier Service, Deliveries 12/1-15/2021 43.97 

TOTAL COSTS ADVANCED                          $              43.97 

TOTAL THIS INVOICE  $     197,207.97           

SUMMARY OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES           

Atty Name Staff Level Hours Rate Total 

EMB Elizabeth M. Brama Partner 57.10 593.32 33,878.50 

JMDC Jessie M Duxbury-Camer Paralegal 3.30 325.00 1,072.50 

MMF Maren M. Forde Partner 210.50 467.42 98,392.50 

ACR A. Christopher Brown Associate 177.90 358.74 63,820.50 

TOTALS 448.80 197,164.00 
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Practices

Energy Regulatory and

Administrative Proceedings

Energy Litigation and Appeals

Energy Transactions

Industries

Energy and Utilities

Regulated Industries

Education

University of Minnesota Law

School (2000)

University of St. Thomas

(1997)

Admissions

State - Minnesota

Federal - District of Minnesota

State - North Dakota

State - Colorado

Federal - District of Colorado

Federal - U.S. Bankruptcy

Court for the District of

Colorado

State - Wisconsin

State - Ohio

Elizabeth M. Brama
P R A C T I C E  G R O U P  C H A I R  /  P A R T N E R /

M I N N E A P O L I S , D E N V E R

E: ebrama@taftlaw.com

T: (612) 977-8624

T: (720) 778-5461

F: (612) 977-8650

Elizabeth (Liz) Brama is the Energy Practice Group Chair and a member of

the executive committee. She served as the Vice President and Treasurer

of Briggs and Morgan prior to its combination with Taft. Liz focuses on

complex contested matters for energy companies, and has successfully

resolved financial disputes ranging from multi-million dollar acquisition

matters to complex regulatory rate and administrative proceedings. She is

also a Certified Public Accountant (inactive), practicing primarily in the

following areas:

Liz also has extensive redistricting experience. She represented the

plaintiffs in Hippert v. Ritchie before the 2011-2012 Minnesota Special

Redistricting Panel, and previously served as legal counsel to the

2001-2002 Minnesota Special Redistricting Panel. She has published

multiple legal articles on the subject. 

Notable Matters

Representative Regulatory Experience

Energy industry regulation, litigation, and commercial transactions•

Administrative law and procedure•

Financial and accounting disputes•

General complex commercial litigation•

Appellate law•

Represented electric and gas public utilities in ratemaking proceedings

before multiple state public utility and public service commissions.

•

Provided utilities counsel in relation to impacts of Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.•



Representative Litigation Experience

Negotiated settlement with respect to process for reflecting tax reform

impacts in utility rates.

•

Assisted multiple utilities in developing and supporting grid modernization

proposals in Colorado and Minnesota.

•

Supported Minnesota electric utility in appeal of resource planning

decision to Minnesota Court of Appeals.

•

Represented public utility in request for approval of affiliated interest

agreements and associated capacity and energy purchases from

Wisconsin natural gas plant.

•

Participated in the investigation and prudence review of costs incurred in

connection with upgrades at nuclear power plant.

•

Assisted public utility in obtaining determinations of prudence and

approvals to acquire North Dakota wind farm.

•

Represented electric utility group in regulatory routing proceedings for

345 kV transmission line spanning Minnesota.

•

Supported multiple utilities in the development of various resource

planning submissions.

•

Represented electric utility in multiple appeals of rate case orders to the

Minnesota Court of Appeals and Minnesota Supreme Court.

•

Handled negotiation of vendor contract for major power train equipment

at electric generation facility.

•

Represented multiple corporate employers in pension accounting

regulatory proceedings in Minnesota.

•

Obtained summary judgment on behalf of electric utility, dismissing $20

million property damage and business interruption claims.

•

Settled multi-million dollar vendor dispute regarding work at a generation

facility on behalf of electric utility.

•

Represented international businesses in private arbitration to allocate

liability for a $100 million coal tar clean-up of sediments and land.

•

Represented global marketing services company in arbitration regarding•



Speeches and Publications

Awards

its acquisition of a privately held company.

Defended a multinational business services organization in a

whistleblower dispute involving alleged accounting fraud.

•

Represented international distributor in litigation over its multi-million

dollar acquisition of a privately held business.

•

Represented successor to a railroad in both a regulatory dispute and

liability allocation litigation involving an arsenic-contaminated property.

•

Represented a local airline in response to group unemployment

compensation claims across 18 states.

•

Represented multiple Fortune 500 companies as amici curiae before the

Minnesota Court of Appeals in age discrimination class action.

•

"Partisan Gerrymandering: Blurring the Lines Between Law and Politics,"

45 Mitchell Hamline Law Review Sua Sponte 1 (2019)

•

March 2004, "Should Judges Get Out of Redistricting?," Co-Author,

Bench & Bar of Minnesota

•

January 2008, "Why Get Involved? One Lawyer's Account of How

Extracurricular Activities Benefit Life and Work," With Equal Right

•

September 2008, "A Rough and Tumble World: Balancing Client

Advocacy and Professionalism in Fractious Litigation," Co-Author, The

Hennepin Lawyer

•

Honoree, Super Lawyers, Utilities

(2017-present)

•

Annual List of Top Women Lawyers, Minnesota Super Lawyers, Multiple

Years

•

Honoree, Best Lawyers in America, Administrative/Regulatory Law, Energy

Regulatory  (2019 - present)

•

Top Women in Finance, Finance & Commerce, 2016•

North Star Lawyer, Minnesota State Bar Association, Multiple Years•

Woman to Watch, Minneapolis-St. Paul Business Journal, 2009•



Community Involvement

Up and Coming Attorney, Minnesota Lawyer, 2006•

Future Star, Benchmark Litigation, Multiple Years•

Minnesota Rising Star, Minnesota Super Lawyers, Multiple Years•

The Cowles Center

Chair (2021-present)

•



Practices

Commercial Litigation

Environmental Litigation

Eminent Domain

Land Use and Zoning

Insurance Recovery

Industries

Construction

Food and Beverage

Education

University of Minnesota Law

School (2009)

University of St. Thomas

(2006)

Admissions

State - Minnesota

Federal - District of Minnesota

Maren M. Forde
P A R T N E R / M I N N E A P O L I S

E: mforde@taftlaw.com

T: (612) 977-8829

F: (612) 977-8650

Maren is a partner in Taft’s Commercial Litigation practice, focusing

principally in the areas of insurance coverage litigation, land use planning

and zoning litigation, and general business disputes.

Maren represents corporate policyholders in disputes with their insurers,

including representing policyholders in suits for coverage of claims ranging

from mass tort, environmental, professional errors and omission,

employment, directors and officers, and fiduciary liability, as well as

insurance insolvency matters.

Maren also handles various land use matters for both corporate and

individual clients in, among others, the waste, aggregate and agriculture

industries. Her experience ranges from assisting in various administrative

and regulatory proceedings, to vigorously litigating all manner of land use,

zoning and environmental disputes.

Maren also represents a broad range of individual and corporate clients in

all manners of business and commercial disputes, including general

contract disputes, insurance coverage disputes, employment and

non-compete claims, ERISA claims, securities litigation, property damage

disputes and appellate matters.

Notable Matters

Defended a putative class action brought in connection with the

acquisition of a publicly traded company.

•

Defended a large banking client against claim alleging ERISA violations

associated with reorganization and severance benefits.

•

Negotiated a multimillion-dollar settlement with third-party's insurer to

cover the damages incurred as a result of a third-party's product recall.

•

Obtained dismissal of an appeal filed by a citizens group, which sought to

reverse a county's grant of a conditional use permit to our client.

•



Awards

Obtained dismissal of litigation filed by a citizens' group in attempt to

block the issuance of general obligation bonds to cover the costs of repair

and improvements to public safety facilities and park system.

•

Obtained on summary judgment an order that an insurance company was

obligated to idemnify its insured, a food distributor, for its settlement of an

underlying claim related to a third-party's recall.

•

Obtained summary judgment against the party's insurer under a

technology errors and omissions policy, for the reimbursement of

approximately $1 million in defense costs incurred in an arbitration.

•

Obtained summary judgment dismissing in its entirety a lawsuit against

our client alleging more than $20 million in property damage.

•

Pursued a claim before the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority

seeking to recover damages associated with the sale of non-conventional

investments.

•

Represented farmers and ranchers who were denied due process in the

issuance of an order by a state agency denying them the exercise of their

water rights to irrigate their crops and water their livestock.

•

Honoree, Super Lawyers Rising Stars

(2018-present)

•



Practices

Securities - Litigation

Class Action, Derivative, and

Multi-Party Litigation

Commercial Litigation

Antitrust

Internal Investigations

Class Action Employment

Claims

M&A Litigation

Tax Controversy and Litigation

Education

University of Minnesota Law

School (2016)

Conception Seminary College

(2010)

Admissions

Federal - Eastern District of

New York

Federal - Southern District of

New York

Federal - U.S. Tax Court

State - New York

Chris Brown
A S S O C I A T E / M I N N E A P O L I S

E: cbrown@taftlaw.com

T: (612) 977-8668

Chris Brown is an associate in the litigation practice group with experience

in Securities Litigation, M&A Litigation, Bankruptcy Litigation, Antitrust, and

Tax Controversy. 

Prior to joining Taft, Chris was an attorney at Sullivan & Cromwell, one of

the oldest and most prestigious law firms in New York City. While there, his

practice focused on litigation and regulatory matters. Chris was a law clerk

under the Honorable David S. Doty with the U.S. District Court for the

District of Minnesota. 

Chris earned his J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School where

he was an articles editor for the Minnesota Law Review. He earned his

Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from Conception Seminary College receiving

the Baily Bales Award for Excellence in Philosophy.

Notable Matters

Securities Litigation

M&A Litigation

Antitrust

Bankruptcy Litigation

Represented a Canadian cannabis company and individual directors in a

securities class action alleging violations of the Securities Exchange Act

of 1934 and advised on parallel Canadian securities suit.

•

Represented an investment bank in a class action in the Delaware Court

of Chancery alleging aiding-and-abetting breach of fiduciary duty.

•

Represented defendants and counterclaimants in action alleging breach

of stock purchase agreement.

•

Represented international automotive company in responding to a

Second Request from the Department of Justice.

•



Tax Controversy

Criminal Defense and Internal Investigations

Other Regulatory Investigations

Pro Bono

Represented secured creditor in action by an unsecured creditor seeking

equitable subordination and subsequent appeal by unsecured creditor

seeking reversal of bankruptcy court’s dismissal.

•

Represented Trustee in action disputing IRS determination that the estate

owed hundreds of millions of dollars in taxes and penalties.

•

Represented financial institution in relation to DOJ/SEC investigation

concerning sales practices.

•

Assisted financial institution in conducting an internal investigation of

managers related to broader federal investigation into alleged fraudulent

conduct.

•

Advised multiple companies in responding to FINRA inquiries related to

reviews of trading in company stock prior to announcement of potential

transactions.

•

Represented NYCHA tenant in housing court proceeding seeking an

order requiring NYCHA to correct multiple housing violations, including a

leaking and collapsing ceiling.

•



Practices

Employment Law

Education

University of Minnesota Law

School

University of Iowa, B.A. in

Journalism

Admissions

State - Minnesota

Samuel N. Louwagie
A S S O C I A T E / M I N N E A P O L I S

E: slouwagie@taftlaw.com

T: (612) 977-8080

F: (612) 977-8650

Sam concentrates his practice on employment matters.

In law school, Sam was a law intern at the United States Attorney's Office

and for the Honorable Judge Donovan Frank with the District of Minnesota.

He was also a staff member on the Minnesota Journal of Law, Science, and

Technology. Prior to law school, Sam covered crimes and courts as a

reporter for a regional newspaper.

Sam earned his J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School and a

bachelor's degree in journalism from the University of Iowa. 

Awards

North Star Lawyer, Minnesota State Bar Association (2020)•
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