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September 8, 2017 
 
TO: Michael Johnson 
Senior Legal Counsel  
State Court Administration 
125H  Minnesota Judicial Center 
25 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.     
Saint Paul, MN   55155 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson, 
 
I am writing this letter to you per the Public Notice Detail published January 24, 2017, 
Advisory Committee to Hold Public Hearing on Recognition of Tribal Court Orders and 
Judgments. I respectfully request to provide this brief statement to the committee.  
 
As a White Earth Reservation Band Member, I would like to address the following: 
  

1. Evidence that a Tribal Judge was terminated from employment at the direction 
of Secretary-Treasurer Tara Mason which violated Resolution No. 019-04-002 

2. Evidence that White Earth Tribal Judge Robert Blaeser carried out this directive 
thereby violating Resolution No. 019-04-002 

3. Evidence that White Earth Tribal Courts deferred a court hearing at the request 
of Secretary-Treasurer Tara Mason and White Earth Executive Director Ken Fox 
as they were subjects of an official court subpoena 

4. Demonstration that White Earth Reservation Tribal Courts are not independent 
of Tribal Council authority due to violations related to Resolution No. 019-04-002 

 
Altogether this evidence demonstrates that White Earth Tribal Courts are not 
independent from the Tribal Council, and remain unconstitutional per my statement 
issued on March 28, 2017 to the Advisory Committee (Roy, 2017). The following sections 
are summaries of relevant resolutions and activities that support this claim. 
 
Resolution No. 019-04-002 
Passed June 28, 2004, Resolution No. 019-04-002 (White Earth Tribal Council, 2004) 
established precedence that the Tribal Council would “provide stable, efficient, and 
equitable systems of governance that includes a separation of powers; and the Tribal 
Council determined that an independent Tribal Court is an essential component of an 
effective tribal government, free from interference by the Tribal Council; and the Tribal 
Court should be utilized for the resolution of disputes that may arise from time to time 
in the various programs and divisions administered by the Tribal Government…” 
 
The resolution resolved that the, “White Earth Tribal Court shall operate an 
independent branch of Tribal Government within the authority included in the Tribal 
Judicial Code, without interference by the Tribal Council…and that upon expiration of 
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such terms the Judges of the Tribal Trial Court shall be evaluated by the panel of Tribal 
Appellate Court Judges for reappointment to a subsequent term…” 
 
Resolution 019-11-002 further supports this precedence that Tribal Courts are to remain 
independent from Tribal Government (White Earth Tribal Council, 2011). 
 
Tribal Judge Termination 
During the summer months of 2017, Associate Judge BJ Jones was terminated by Chief 
Judge Robert Blaeser for ordering Secretary-Treasurer Tara Mason and Executive 
Director Ken Fox to provide depositions related to the wrongful termination of a Tribal 
employee. Because the Tribe has waived sovereign immunity related to employment 
issues, Associated Judge Jones claimed, “that the tribe waived sovereign immunity” 
(White Earth Tribal Council (a), 2017; p. 3). This challenged the Executive authority and 
power associated with the Tribal Council. 
 
This became problematic for the Tribal Judiciary since there exists no separation of 
powers. In fact, White Earth Tribal Attorney Joe Plummer is on record as saying, “there 
is no structure in the constitution regarding separation of powers” (White Earth Tribal 
Council (b), 2017; p. 3). By challenging the authority of the Tribal Council—specifically, 
Secretary-Treasurer Mason—Associate Judge Jones made himself a target of political 
infighting. If there existed a separation of powers at White Earth, Associate Judge Jones 
would have been shielded from Executive powers and would still be a judge. 
 
When asked why he was terminated, a message from Associate Judge Jones indicated 
that he was terminated at the direction of the Tribal Council. His message reads, “the 
only thing I know about my removal as Associate Judge at White Earth was that the 
Chief Judge [Robert Blaeser] communicated to me that the Council no longer desired 
that I be a Judge there and asked the Chief Judge [Robert Blaeser] to replace me” 
(Jones, 2017). 
 
Before Associate Jude Jones termination, Secretary-Treasurer Mason attempted to 
invoke sovereign immunity so she wouldn’t have to provide a deposition (White Earth 
Tribal Council (a), 2017). The reasoning for this action is unclear. However, her request 
was granted by the Tribal Court. Why? 
 
Politically Dependent Courts 
The answer is simple: the White Earth Reservation Court and Minnesota Chippewa Tribe 
Courts are not independent. In summary:  
 

• If a Tribal Judge can be terminated for ordering a Tribal Official to provide a 
deposition, the Court is not independent. 

• If a Tribal Official attempts to invoke sovereign immunity—despite established 
Resolutions—from the Tribal Court so they don’t have to provide a deposition, 
the Court is not independent.  
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• If a Tribal Official can strong arm a judiciary into delaying their deposition, which 
would never be granted to an ordinary Band member, the Court is not 
independent.  

• If the Tribal Attorney openly admits there is no separation of powers, the Court 
is not independent. 

 
White Earth Tribal Court and other Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Courts remain 
unconstitutional. A Constitutional Convention is underway, which will hopefully create a 
separation of powers. I strongly recommend the committee delays or denies the 
petition under consideration for full recognition until these issues are addressed. 
 
Thank you for considering this statement. You can reach me at 218-983-9917, 218-401-
3230, or by email at leonard.roy56@gmail.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Leonard Roy 
White Earth Band Member 
33966 Mary Yellowhead Road 
Ogema, MN 56569 
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