
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER #16, 2ND SERIES 
 
State of Minnesota                               District Court 
 
Fifth Judicial District         
               Date of Implementation:  December 2, 2009 

Dates of Revision:  March 24, 2016 
March 22, 2018 

June 28, 2018 
 
In Re:  Fifth Judicial District Treatment Courts  
 
WHEREAS,  Administrative Order #2 – 2nd series dated March 26, 2008 encourages the 
development of treatment courts in the Fifth Judicial District and that assignment districts would 
determine whether joint programs and/or treatment courts would be feasible; 
 
WHEREAS, The Fifth Judicial District is making increasing use of innovative treatment courts, 
within its assignment districts, and 
 
WHEREAS, the need exists for coordination, communication and collaboration between the Fifth 
Judicial District’s various existing treatment courts and/or potential treatment courts to best utilize 
the existing and future resources available and to provide technical support; 
 
WHEREAS, the need exists for policy recommendations to be made to the Chief Judge of the 
Fifth Judicial District by and on behalf of the judges presiding over the various treatment courts 
within the Fifth Judicial District; 
 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 
 
A. That a new committee shall be formed, and comprised of one judge from each assignment 

district who is currently assigned to preside over a treatment court within the Fifth Judicial 
District, treatment court coordinators and district staff.  
1. Judge members of the committee shall serve two year terms. The committee is to be 

chaired by a treatment court judge.  The chair shall be selected by the judge members of 
the committee and shall serve a two year term. 

2. To avoid all member’s terms expiring at the same time, terms shall be staggered so two 
of the five members’ terms expire one year and the other three members’ terms expire the 
next year. 
a. The judge members representing the East (Blue Earth-Watonwan) and North (Brown-

Nicollet) assignment districts shall be made effective January 1, 2017 through 
December 31, 2018 and expire in even numbered years thereafter.   

b. The judge members representing the Northwest (Lincoln-Lyon-Redwood), South 
(Faribault-Jackson-Martin) and Southwest (Cottonwood-Murray-Nobles-Pipestone-
Rock) assignment districts shall be made effective January 1, 2018 through December 
31, 3019 and expire in odd numbered years thereafter. 

c. Each year the district treatment court manager shall solicit interest in serving on the 
treatment court committee from treatment court judges within the assignment districts 
with expiring terms.  This shall be done in time for approval of new members at each 
December quarterly district judges meeting.   

d. The term for the treatment court committee chair shall be effective January 1, 2017 
through December 31, 2018 and expire in even numbered years thereafter.   



e. There shall be no limit to the number of terms a treatment court judge may service on 
the treatment court committee.   

 
B. The committee shall be identified as the Fifth District Treatment Court Committee.  It shall 

meet no less than quarterly.  The committee’s responsibilities shall include: 
1. Facilitate the coordination, communication and collaboration between the various existing 

treatment courts and potential treatment courts to best utilize the existing and future 
resources available and to provide technical support to existing treatment courts and to 
persons interested in creating new treatment courts within the district. 

2. Recommend policy decisions and other considerations regarding treatment courts to the 
full bench. 

3. Determine and recommend training needs for professionals involved with treatment 
courts. 

4. Research and investigate ongoing funding alternatives for current and future treatment 
courts in the district. 

5. Make recommendations regarding the distribution of state drug court funds allocated to 
the district. 

6. Review and recommend new or expansion plans for treatment courts in the district. 
7. Receive advice from local treatment court teams regarding gaps and/or barriers at the 

local level that need state level assistance or policy development. 
8. Oversee compliance with the Minnesota Drug Court standards and support the 

incorporation of evidence based practices into treatment court operations. 
9. Review district treatment court grant applications. 
 

C. Only the judge members shall be voting members of the Fifth Judicial District Treatment Court 
Committee. 

 
 
 
Date:  June 28, 2018 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Judge Michelle A. Dietrich, Chief Judge 
Fifth Judicial District 
 
 
Source:        This order is adopted from Amended Administrative Order #16, originally issued on 

December 2, 2009. 
 
3-22-18   Amended to change all references to the committee from Problem Solving Courts 

to Treatment Courts and to establish term limits for committee members.   
 
6-28-18 Amended to add paragraph A2 to establish terms and expiration dates for committee 

members.   
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