Dakota County District Court

EARLY NEUTRAL EVALUATIONS “ene”
An efficient, compassionate and effective way to work through the dissolution and custody process.
What is Early Neutral
Evaluation or ENE?

What are the benefits of
ENE?

This program connects
litigants with judges
and neutral evaluators
early in the court process to provide the opportunity to resolve
issues surrounding their
dissolution and/or custody matters. Parties
can choose to participate in a Financial
ENE (“FENE”) to
resolve their financial
disputes, a custody and
parenting time (Social
ENE or “SENE”) to
resolve their disputes
regarding their children,
or both.
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How does the process work?

amount of time to complete the dissolution

What happens at the
ICMC?
The parties will hear options
about different ways their
case can proceed, either
through the traditional litigation and trials or through
ENE. If the parties choose
to use the ENE process they
will select neutrals to help
them resolve the issues in
their case. If the parties
choose to litigate the case will
be set on for a pre trial, and
additional parenting classes (if
the case involves children)
and mediation may be required.

Who are the Neutrals?
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What is the cost?
At the time of the first
Conference (ICMC) the
cost will be determined
based upon the party’s
income (if a party does not
have an attorney) or the
rate charged by the party’s
attorney if the party is represented.
Do I need an attorney?

You are not required to
have an attorney for the
ENE process. As with
any legal situation you may
Dakota County’s List of Evaluwant to consult with an
ators can be found at:
attorney for legal advice.
http://www.mncourts.gov/HelpTopics/ENEECM.aspx#tab03County

Please note the court
staff is limited to helping with procedures and
cannot give you legal
advice.
OTHER RESOURCES:
Judicial Branch’s website:
http://www.mncourts.gov/

Self Help Center website:
http://www.mncourts.gov/
Help-Topics.aspx

Court Forms website:
http://www.mncourts.gov/
GetForms.aspx

