
 

 

    

 

 
Fourth Judicial District 

Family Violence Coordinating Council 
Serving Hennepin County 

 
Present: Brandon Alkire, Shereen Askalani, Joan Blace, Jackie Braun-Lewis, Katie Brey, Jennie 
Brinkworth, Det. Erica Coy, Dr. Deborah Eckberg, Tara Ferguson Lopez, Lauren Hofmeister, Elizabeth 
Hogan, Ann Kaul, Jacob Kraus, Siri Lokensgard, Nicole Lindemyer, Penny McTigue, Aaron Milgrom, 
Melynda Nelson, John Phung, Jessica Rahier, Rachel Ratner, Melanie Sanchez, Jennifer Saunders, 
Brittany Siedel, Grace Spearman, Rachelle Stratton, Kari Torborg, Anna VonRueden, Maggie Vickerman, 
Sonya Voss, Michael Weinstein, Kate Wilson 
 
1. Welcome 

Katie Brey welcomed the committee. 
 
2. Approve March Minutes 

The March 2021 minutes were not routed prior to this meeting and will be carried over to the June 
meeting for approval.  
 

3. Domestic Violence Assault Codes – Jennifer Saunders, FVCC Criminal Committee Chair 
Jennifer Saunders reported that the Domestic Violence Steering Committee, led by Judges Elizabeth 
Cutter and Todd Fellman, has been working on creating an IPR event code in MNCIS to identify 
intimate partner cases. In practice, the prosecutor and defense attorney will discuss and weigh in 
on whether the code is applicable, and if there is any dispute, the judge has the final say. 
The addition of this event code was recently approved by bench leadership after a lot of committee 
work and edits. The addition will not only improve how these cases are calendared, but enable 
stakeholders to track these cases as they move through the system. 

 
4. The Interplay Between Domestic Violence and Child Protection – Nicole Lindemyer, JD, MN 

Department of Human Services 
Nicole Lindemyer presented on policies and best practices in the co-occurrence of child 
maltreatment cases and domestic violence.  
 
There is a very high rate of co-occurrence of child maltreatment and domestic violence. National 
research reports that the rate is between 30% and 60%, and a local survey of Minnesota Child 
Protection staff in April 2018 shows that child protection staff estimate an average of 35% of their 
cases involve domestic violence. 
 
Historically, the child protection response to domestic violence has been to allege against the 
abused parent for failing to protect their children from the actions of the abuser. However, recently 
revised best practice indicates otherwise. When domestic violence is learned about by a child 
protection caseworker, best practice dictates that the caseworker: 
 
1. Partner with the abused parent to safety plan and enhance protective factors in order to keep 

the child safe and cared for; and  
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2. Make allegation against the domestic violence offender and engage them through 
interviewing, safety planning, and case planning through a multi-disciplinary approach to 
ensure accountability. 

 
5. Open Forum – All  

a. Judge Shereen Askalani notified committee members that FVCC Co-Chair Referee Mike 
Furnstahl will retire before the next meeting. She thanked him for his great service to the 
committee. 
 

b. Peggy McTigue, Program Manager with Hennepin Count Initial Contact and Access, solicited 
volunteers to serve on a review panel to review Domestic Violence Requests for Proposal 
(RFPs) for Hennepin County and DOCCR. Community agencies will submit a RFP for each service 
they seek to provide in any of the following five categories: Legal Advocacy, Counseling, Sexual 
Violence Services, Domestic Abuse Interventions, and Anger Management Interventions. 
Volunteers may indicate which review panel/service they prefer to review, and will be 
expected to read all proposals prior to the panel’s first virtual meeting, planned for the week of 
June 14. A second meeting may be held the following week if necessary. If interested, 
volunteers should email Penny at Penny.McTigue@hennepin.us.  
 

c. Rachel Ratner shared that she recently observed two criminal hearings in which the Zoom chat 
function was utilized, and she thought the chat function was supposed to be disabled for all 
court hearings.  Judge Askalani said that the chat feature is used for certain calendars to help 
facilitate hearings or help defendants troubleshoot their connections to audio, for example. 
She acknowledged that existing messaging regarding the use of the Zoom chat function may be 
inconsistent, and she will follow-up with court administration.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting: June 10, 2021 
 
 

Use this link to find us on the web: 
http://www.mncourts.gov/Find-Courts/Hennepin/Family-Violence-Coordinating-Council-(FVCC).aspx 

 
Use this link to access our Google Calendar of events: 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fvcccalendar@gmail.com&ctz=America/Chicago  
 

mailto:Penny.mctigue@hennepin.us
http://www.mncourts.gov/Find-Courts/Hennepin/Family-Violence-Coordinating-Council-(FVCC).aspx
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fvcccalendar@gmail.com&ctz=America/Chicago


Family Violence Coordinating Council 
May 13, 2021 

Committee updates 
 

Advocates  

Committee chair Rachel Ratner reported the Advocate Committee met in April.  Advocates were updated 

on the OFP workgroup, and they discussed how different judicial officers have different procedures for 

getting evidence to court.  Advocates reported seeing an increased number of under advisements instead 

of rulings from the bench in OFP and HRO cases.  The group continues to work on a training session 

centered on stalking.  The Committee meets again on June 8th at 3:00 PM.  

Anyone interested in joining the committee should contact Rachel Ratner at 

rachelr@sojournerproject.org. 

 

Civil 

Committee chair Michael Weinstein reported the Civil Committee met on Thursday March 25. “The group 

reviewed the OFP Workgroup proposal, discussed structure of the group and the process for bringing 

concerns raised in committee to the group. Some time was devoted to observations/concerns that could 

be brought to the work group’s first meeting in April. Issues raised about OFP’s focused on service and 

challenges of remote hearings—pros and cons. Members present for the meeting provided updates for 

their respective agencies, including Sojourner, Self-Help Center, DAP, DASC, Court Admin., FCS Resource 

Coordinator, Homefree, DAP, and Sherriff Department’s Civil Division.  Continuing impacts and adaptation 

of services and operations due to Covid19 restrictions, continue to be a major theme of discussion.  The 

Civil Committee meets again May 27th via Teams at 12:15.” 

“Also, pleased to report that the first meeting of the OFP Workgroup was held on 4/9 and was very well 

attended with almost all invitees/representatives.  Committee Chair responsibilities will be shared 

between Referee Holly Knight, Elsa Swenson, from Home Free, Jessica Rahier, from Court Administration. 

Group discussion focused on the problems with service of OFPs to respondents appearing remotely and 

implications for law enforcement/victims when there are violations without proof of service.  The 

Workgroup set a monthly meeting for the first Friday of the month.  Next meeting is May 7th at 12:15 by 

zoom.” 

Anyone interested in joining the committee should contact Michael Weinstein at 

Michale.Weinstein@hennepin.us. 
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Criminal 

Committee chair Jennifer Saunders reported the Criminal Committee met on Monday April 19, 2021. “We 

discussed progress on several ideas from the last meeting on trainings for this year.  There are 3-4 ideas 

that have willing trainers that we will continue to work on.  Jennifer also discussed the new IPR code for 

MNCIS, to identify Intimate Partner Relationship cases, that was created by the Domestic Violence 

Steering Committee.  The DV Steering Committee formed a working group to discuss and draft a policy on 

using a code in MNCIS to identify IPR cases in which the defendant and victim have an intimate partner 

relationship; this will make sure the cases are properly calendared where applicable (MCAO cases) and 

will allow enhanced ability to research and gather data on these cases.  We also discussed updates from 

the court on when in person trials will begin and how the other criminal court calendars will be held for 

the year.  Arraignments, pre-trials or omnibus hearings and other similar calendars will remain on Zoom 

for the remainder of the year per the district court.  We also continued our ongoing discussion of the 

impacts of Covid and remote court on our cases and participants.  The Committee meets again on June 21 

from 1:30 to 3:00 PM.” 

Anyone interested in joining the committee should contact Jennifer Saunders at 

jennifer.saunders@minneapolismn.gov. 

 

Juvenile 

Committee co-chair Lisa McNaughton reported the Juvenile Committee met on Tuesday May 11. “In 

addition to group updates, we discussed the recent program change at the YRTC (the Youth Residential 

Treatment Center), formerly known as the County Home School, which will affect juveniles. We also 

talked about the program at the YCC (the Youth Connection Center) formerly known as the Juvenile 

Supervision Center, so that members who were unfamiliar with the YCC had an understanding of the 

program.  We did not have a discussion about the resource fair.  Our next meeting is scheduled for July 

13th at 12:15.” 

Anyone interested in joining the committee should contact Jacob Kraus at Jacob.Kraus@hennepin.us or 

Lisa McNaughton at Lisa.McNaughton@hennepin.us. 
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